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life for others.” The freedom we enjoy and the
liberty in the world for which he fought are part
of the great legacy Chief Warrant Officer Four
Chris J. Scherkenbach leaves behind.

A native of Jacksonville, Chris was born in
lllinois on November 3, 1964. A devoted hus-
band to his wife Michelle, Chris was also a
loving son, brother and uncle and will be dear-
ly missed. To all of Chris’s family, we extend
our deepest sympathy.

Mr. Speaker, because of Chief Warrant Offi-
cer Four Chris J. Scherkenach’s sacrifice for
our country, | ask all Members of the U.S.
House of Representatives to join me in recog-
nizing his service in our nation’s Armed
Forces and remembering both his life and his
dedication to the United States of America.

————

SUPPORT OF JAVITS-WAGNER-
O’DAY (JWOD) PROGRAMS TO
PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES TO IN-
DIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 14, 2005

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to voice my support for the Javits-Wagner-
O’Day (JWOD) Program, which has provided
vocational training and employment opportuni-
ties to the blind and disabled since 1971. The
JWOD Program, which brings together the
Federal Government and approximately 600
non-profit organizations supporting the blind
and disabled, is a model public-private part-
nerships for advancing the collective values of
our nation.

The unemployment rate among the blind
and disabled in our country is estimated at ap-
proximately 70 percent. It is troubling that we
as a society have not created a system that
successfully makes the American Dream a
real possibility for all Americans, and particu-
larly for those who are blind or disabled. In my
many years of public service, | have become
acquainted with numerous individuals with dis-
ability. | have always been impressed with
their vigor and spirit and their willingness to
take on any task in order to contribute posi-
tively to our community and our society. These
Americans do not come asking for a handout,
but rather ask that we as public officials pro-
vide them with the tools they need to achieve
self-sufficiency, personal fulfillment, and full in-
clusion in the benefits of our society.

The JWOD Program stands as one of the
most successful programs in addressing eco-
nomic and social equality for blind and dis-
abled members of our communities. The non-
profits participating in JWOD have provided
training and job opportunities to 42,000 indi-
viduals who are blind or disabled. The Federal
Government supports these organizations
through the Committee for Purchase from
People who are Blind or Severely Disabled,
which directs all Federal agencies to purchase
certain products and services only from
JWOD-affiliated organizations that train and
employ blind and disabled. The net result is
that the Federal Government uses its pur-
chasing power to ensure a steady revenue
stream to JWOD-affiliated organizations while
at the same time acquiring products and sup-
plies at a fair market price.

It is also important to recognize the impor-
tant role played by the National Industries for
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the Blind (NIB) and National Institute for the
Severely Handicapped (NISH)-Creating Em-
ployment for People with Severe Disabilities.
These non-profit organizations provide advice
to the Federal Government as to which prod-
ucts or services it should include in its JWOD
Procurement List, while at the same time pro-
viding technical, logistical, and marketing as-
sistance to the 600 JWOD-affiliated organiza-
tions. These organizations also play an impor-
tant role in advocating on behalf of the em-
ployment of blind and disabled individuals in
traditional businesses and organizations.
Needless to say, the success of JWOD would
not be possible if not for the NIB and NISH-
Creating Employment for People with Severe
Disabilities.

As we Americans strive to form a more
compassionate society and a more compas-
sionate world, it is important that we recognize
the tremendous success of the JWOD Pro-
gram and the dedication of those individuals
and organizations who have made this pro-
gram a success. | urge my colleagues to reaf-
firm their support for JWOD, and | look for-
ward to working with my colleagues on legisla-
tion in support of this important program.

—————

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON
H.R. 6, ENERGY POLICY ACT OF
2005

SPEECH OF

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 13, 2005

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of
the Motion to Instruct Conferees by Rep-
resentative CAPPS.

Our greatest obligation is to protect the peo-
ple we represent. That means protecting their
health and wellbeing. Therefore, it is important
that we do not let those responsible for MBTE
contamination of our water off the hook.

Clean and safe drinking water is vital to our
health, not a luxury.

So | want to make sure that chemicals that
cause cancer or other illnesses that threaten
the health, even the lives, of my constituents
are not able to contaminate the water we
drink.

That is why | have been working hard to
gain funds to pay for the removal of per-
chlorate from groundwater in San Bernardino
County.

And that is why | am concerned about
MBTE and its impact on the communities |
represent.

MBTE is a dangerous chemical that has
contaminated the groundwater in thousands of
sites across the country.

Unfortunately, instead of holding the manu-
facturers of MBTE accountable for the harm
their products have caused, some Repub-
licans in Congress want to make the American
people pay.

| believe in being accountable and respon-
sible. This Administration has talked about ac-
countability, but now Republican leaders are
now trying to pass the buck.

The cost of cleaning up MBTE-contaminated
water nationwide is estimated to be $29 bil-
lion.

It is wrong to ask the county and city gov-
ernments and local water agencies to pay.
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Their budgets are already under a lot of
stress, and they would have to raise the funds
from taxpayers and ratepayers.

We must reject provisions that give cor-
porate polluters a free pass. MBTE manufac-
turers must be held accountable for the harm
they have caused and clean up their own
mess.

COMMEMORATING 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF CONCLUSION OF WAR
IN THE PACIFIC AND HONORING
VETERANS OF BOTH PACIFIC
AND ATLANTIC THEATERS OF
SECOND WORLD WAR

SPEECH OF

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 13, 2005

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, | offer my heart-
felt support for the House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 191 to commemorate the 60th anniversary
of the end of World War II.

We are a free and prosperous nation be-
cause the Greatest Generation defeated tyr-
anny in World War Il. We owe them many
debts, including remembering and teaching
new generations of Americans that freedom is
not free.

September 2, 2005, will mark the 60th anni-
versary of the final surrender of Japan, which
occurred on the USS Missouri. This is a date
we must remember and commemorate.

We remember the 16 million Americans who
served in the military during World War 1l. We
remember 670,000 U.S. casualties including
400,000 deaths. The Greatest Generation
faced some of our Nation’s darkest hours and
emerged victorious. We learn from their cour-
age and selflessness. We give thanks for their
resolve.

We remember the sacrifices and struggles
of the American soldiers, sailors, airmen, ma-
rines and members of the Coast Guard in
World War Il. We remember their families at
home who prayed for victory and the safe re-
turn of fathers, mothers, sons, daughters,
brothers, sisters and neighbors while making
their own sacrifices for the war effort.

We remember those who fought in the Pa-
cific campaigns against the Japanese Empire.
We remember sea battles in the Coral Sea, at
Midway, in Leyte Gulf—the greatest naval bat-
tle in history—and Lingayen Gulf, which turned
the tide of the Pacific war and led to ultimate
victory.

We remember Iwo Jima, where more than
7,000 Americans and 20,000 Japanese died.
We remember a battle that raged for more
than a month between February and March
1945, and we remember the powerful image
of five marines and one Navy corpsman rais-
ing the American flag on Mount Suribachi.

We remember the Battle of Okinawa, the
largest sea-air-land battle in history, waged
between April and June 1945. We remember
the 38,000 Americans wounded, the 12,000
killed or listed as missing, and the more than
107,000 Japanese and Okinawan conscripts
killed and the 100,000 Okinawan civilians who
died.

The sacrifice of the Greatest Generation in-
spires us today. We remember with our words,
but must also remember with deeds; by fully
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