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trade to their recent contributions to trade, 
tourism, and other industries; 

Whereas although persons of African de-
scent have made significant achievements in 
education, employment, economic, political, 
and social spheres in some countries, the 
vast majority are marginalized—living in 
impoverished communities where they are 
excluded from centers of education, govern-
ment, and basic human rights based upon the 
color of their skin and ancestry;

Whereas Afro-descendants have shorter life 
expectancies, higher rates of infant mor-
tality, higher incidences of HIV/AIDS, higher 
rates of illiteracy, and lower incomes than 
do other populations; 

Whereas Afro-descendants encounter prob-
lems of access to healthcare, basic edu-
cation, potable water, housing, land titles, 
credit, equal justice and representation 
under the law, political representation, and 
other economic, political, health, and basic 
human rights; and 

Whereas skin color and ancestry have led 
African-Americans in the United States and 
African descendants in Latin America and 
the Caribbean to share similar injustices, 
leading to economic, social, health, and po-
litical inequalities: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives 
(the Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) recognizes and honors African descend-
ants in the Americas for their contributions 
to the economic, social, and cultural fabric 
of the countries in the Americas, particu-
larly in Latin American and Caribbean soci-
eties; 

(2) recognizes that as a result of their skin 
color and ancestry, African descendants in 

the Americas have wrongfully experienced 
economic, social, and political injustices; 

(3) urges the President to take appropriate 
measures to encourage the celebration and 
remembrance of the achievements of African 
descendants in the Americas and a resolu-
tion of injustices suffered by African de-
scendants in the Americas; 

(4) encourages the United States and the 
international community to work to ensure 
that extreme poverty is eradicated, universal 
education is achieved, quality healthcare is 
made available, sustainable environmental 
resources, including land where applicable, is 
provided, and equal access to justice and rep-
resentation under the law is granted in Afro-
descendant communities in Latin America 
and the Caribbean; and 

(5) encourages the United States and the 
international community to achieve these 
goals in Latin America and the Caribbean 
by—

(A) promoting research that focuses on 
identifying and eradicating racial disparities 
in economic, political, and social spheres; 

(B) promoting, funding, and creating devel-
opment programs that focus on Afro-de-
scendant communities; 

(C) providing technical support and train-
ing to Afro-descendant advocacy groups that 
work to uphold basic human rights in the re-
gion; 

(D) promoting the creation of an inter-
national working group that focuses on prob-
lems of communities of Afro-descendants in 
the Americas; and 

(E) promoting trade and other bilateral 
and multilateral agreements that take into 
account the needs of Afro-descendant com-
munities.

CONDEMNING THE TERRORIST AT-
TACKS IN LONDON, ENGLAND ON 
JULY 7, 2005

SPEECH OF 

HON. TRENT FRANKS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 13, 2005

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, I am 
both saddened and angered by the terrorist at-
tacks on the people of London on July 7, 
2005. I extend my sincere and most heartfelt 
condolences to the families of victims. It is 
shameful that innocent citizens can no longer 
live in peace throughout the world. 

It is because of such attempts to derail our 
united fight for human liberty that we must 
continue to hold steady and strong in this War 
on Terror. 

I will in all ways continue this fight to protect 
our inherent rights to live free of fear from rad-
ical extremists. It is for such reasons that I 
supported the supplemental spending bill to 
aid our troops in this War on Terror. We must 
never falter or retreat. 

The lives lost in the tragedy of July 7, 2005 
will remain etched in our memories as proof 
that fear tactics must never win. Our prayers 
remain with the families of the victims and all 
the people of London. 
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