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I thank Senators CLINTON, ENZI, and 

KENNEDY for all of their tremendous 
work. Chairman ENZI plans to take 
that legislation to the HELP Com-
mittee, I believe, on Wednesday morn-
ing. Following that, I look forward to 
working with my colleagues for Senate 
passage. 

Mr. President, we have a very busy 
week before us. Again, we will be turn-
ing to the foreign operations legisla-
tion shortly. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H.R. 3130 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, before my 

distinguished colleague leaves the 
floor, I ask unanimous consent that 
the Appropriations Committee be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
H.R. 3130, the veterans health care sup-
plemental bill, that the Senate proceed 
to its immediate consideration, and 
that the bill be amended to increase 
the funding level to $1.5 billion; that 
the bill, as amended, be read a third 
time and passed, and the motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is 
there objection? 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, reserving 
the right to object. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
majority leader. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, we have 
been here before. Indeed, the Senate 
has voted twice, most recently on the 
Homeland Security appropriations bill 
we finished last week, and then a week 
before that on the Interior appropria-
tions bill, to provide $1.5 billion for 
veterans health programs for the cur-
rent fiscal year, with the remainder of 
it to be used until expended. 

I supported those amendments, as did 
the Democratic leader. 

The conference on the Interior bill, I 
understand, is well underway and will 
be completed by the end of this week. 
I fully expect that the $1.5 billion in 
additional funding for veterans health 
care will be on the President’s desk for 
his signature before we leave in 2 
weeks for the August recess. 

In addition, I should also mention it 
is important that no veteran right 
now—no single veteran—is being de-
nied needed health care. The other 
thing I want to mention to the Demo-
cratic leader, because I have not men-
tioned it before, is that if, for some un-
expected reason, the Interior appro-
priations conference report is not fin-
ished, then I think he and I could join 
together and sponsor legislation, 
stand-alone legislation if need be, to 
accomplish the same thing that he re-
quests. I do not believe it is necessary 
today because we will accomplish this 
goal before we leave. The conference on 
the Interior bill is underway and will 
provide that funding. 

Therefore, I object to the unanimous 
consent request by the minority leader. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objec-
tion is heard. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if I could 
just briefly say, I appreciate the state-
ment of the distinguished majority 
leader. I want this matter to stay be-
fore the attention of the Senate. I 
think it would be better to do it this 
way and send it to the House. I think 
that would be so much better. It would 
be done, I believe, more quickly. 

But I also say at this stage the vet-
erans programs are being cannibalized. 
Those programs for capital construc-
tion are being used for health care. I 
think it would be better if we dispose 
of this. I will watch the conference 
committee very closely. It is really not 
a place for veterans funding programs, 
but we will take it wherever we get it. 
Again, I am sorry we were not able to 
work it out more quickly, but I do look 
forward to completing it in this work 
period. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a 
question I want to ask my friend. 

The money in the Interior bill, I hope 
it is additional money, not money com-
ing from other programs. Does the dis-
tinguished majority leader know about 
that? Do you understand my question? 
I hope it is new money. I hope it is not 
money we are taking from other pro-
grams. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, in re-
sponse, I will check with Chairman 
BURNS to see where specifically the 
money comes from. I am not exactly 
aware where the money comes from. 

Mr. REID. Because if it is going to 
come from other Interior programs, I 
would even go so far as to suggest 
maybe the Presiding Officer would not 
want $1.5 billion to come out of the In-
terior bill for programs that are not 
within the Interior bill. I know I would 
not like that. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, it is all 
new money. It is not being taken from 
other programs. 

Mr. REID. That is real good news. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum, 

Mr. President. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

ALEXANDER). The clerk will call the 
roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, as in exec-
utive session, I ask unanimous consent 

that at 5:15 this evening the Senate 
proceed to executive session for 30 min-
utes of debate equally divided in rela-
tion to calendar No. 172, Lester 
Crawford to be Commissioner of Food 
and Drugs; provided further that fol-
lowing that time the Senate proceed to 
a vote on the nomination, with no in-
tervening action or debate. I further 
ask that following the vote the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the 
Senate’s action and the Senate resume 
legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HONORING THE PASSENGERS AND 
CREW OF UNITED AIRLINES 
FLIGHT 93 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Rules 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of S. Con. Res. 26 and the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will state the concurrent 
resolution by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 26) 
honoring and memorializing the passengers 
and crew of the United Airlines Flight 93. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the amend-
ment at the desk be agreed to, the con-
current resolution, as amended, be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
and the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 1228) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

On page 3, line 2, strike ‘‘and the minority 
leader of the Senate’’ and insert ‘‘the minor-
ity leader of the Senate, the Chairman and 
the Ranking Member of the Committee on 
Rules and Administration of the Senate, and 
the Chairman and the Ranking Member of 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives’’. 

The concurrent resolution (S. Con. 
Res. 26), as amended, was agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The concurrent resolution, with its 

preamble, reads as follows: 
S. CON. RES. 26 

Whereas on September 11, 2001, acts of war 
involving the hijacking of commercial air-
planes were committed against the United 
States, killing and injuring thousands of in-
nocent people; 

Whereas 1 of the hijacked planes, United 
Airlines Flight 93, crashed in a field in Penn-
sylvania; 

Whereas while Flight 93 was still in the 
air, the passengers and crew, through cel-
lular phone conversations with loved ones on 
the ground, learned that other hijacked air-
planes had been used to attack the United 
States; 

Whereas during those phone conversations, 
several of the passengers indicated that 
there was an agreement among the pas-
sengers and crew to try to overpower the hi-
jackers who had taken over Flight 93; 
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