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involved the development, testing, and 
deployment of an interceptor-and-kill 
vehicle that closes in on its target at 
speeds of up to 18,000 miles an hour and 
hits within centimeters of its aim 
point. 

Each of the major systems involved 
in this effort and many of their compo-
nent parts were built under different 
contracts, often by different manufac-
turers, at different times, and with dif-
ferent technologies. The entire system 
is being developed and acquired by non- 
traditional methods, which ensure we 
deploy effective defensive capabilities 
to our troops as fast as possible. And, 
of course, all of these pieces must work 
together as one, flawlessly, every time 
and on very short notice. 

Since the 1960s, Americans have 
dreamed of having this type of capa-
bility, and in the past 3 years we have 
made remarkable progress. None of 
this would have been possible if Presi-
dent Bush had not withdrawn the 
United States from the Anti-Ballistic 
Missile Treaty in June 2002. And much 
of our success can be attributed to the 
dedication and leadership of Major 
General Holly. 

Major General Holly was ideally pre-
pared for his responsibilities at the 
Missile Defense Agency. His experi-
ences at the platoon through corps lev-
els gave him an understanding of what 
it means to support our men and 
women in uniform. His management 
experience in research, development, 
and acquisition—especially in rocket 
propulsion and guidance—honed his 
ability to integrate complex systems 
and move all of the essential parts 
through development at the same time. 

In short, Major General Holly was 
the right man, in the right place, at 
the right time for our missile defense 
needs. Americans are deeply indebted 
to him for answering the call to serve. 

Like many of my Senate colleagues, 
I often had the opportunity to meet 
with Major General Holly. Many of 
those visits took place in Alaska. And 
like many of my Senate colleagues, I 
have always been impressed with his 
integrity, commitment, and leadership 
skills. 

Under Major General Holly’s leader-
ship, we have cut a new path through 
uncharted territory. He personally 
oversaw the emplacement of silos and 
interceptors at Fort Greely, Alaska 
and Vandenberg Air Force Base, Cali-
fornia. He showed what could be done if 
you provided the right guidance, tools, 
and motivation. 

Americans owe Major General Holly 
a debt of gratitude for a lifetime of 
selfless service and for his profound 
contributions to our Nation and our se-
curity. Those of us in the Senate will 
miss his leadership and his counsel. We 
wish him and his family all the best in 
the years ahead. 

f 

DEMOCRACY IN ETHIOPIA 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
want to bring to the attention of my 

colleagues an op-ed in today’s edition 
of the Taipei Times by Berhanu Nega, 
the chairman of Ethiopia’s main oppo-
sition political party. 

While the op-ed sheds light on the op-
position’s viewpoint throughout the 
controversial elections, I want to sec-
ond the author’s call for everyone in 
Ethiopia to commit themselves to a 
peaceful resolution of this crisis. Sim-
ply put, such a commitment is in the 
national interests of that country. 

Let me close by indicating that the 
Senate continues to follow events in 
Ethiopia. I ask that a copy of the op-ed 
be printed in the RECORD following my 
remarks. 

[From the Taipei Times, July 22, 2005] 
ETHIOPIA IS STRUGGLING FOR DEMOCRACY 

(By Berhanu Nega) 
When we in Ethiopia’s political opposition 

agreed to participate in the election that the 
government called in June, we were under no 
illusion that the process would be faultless. 
After all, Ethiopia has never known democ-
racy. The dictatorship of Mengistu Haile 
Mariam was Africa’s most blood-curdling 
Marxist regime, and was replaced by today’s 
ruling EPRDF, whose ‘‘Revolutionary De-
mocracy’’ is but a more subtle variation on 
the same theme. 

So we knew that there would be problems 
with the election, that voting would not be 
clean in the way Western countries take for 
granted. Yet we nonetheless believed that 
the opposition, led by the Coalition for Unity 
and Democracy (CUD), would have room to 
maneuver and campaign, owing to the gov-
ernment’s desire for international legit-
imacy. So we decided to test the waters and 
push for a real political opening and a genu-
inely competitive vote. Many Ethiopians ap-
pear to have agreed with this strategy. 

The government did make some media 
available and engaged in more than 10 live 
televised debates. So, at least at first, there 
seemed to have been some intention on the 
government’s part to open up the process—if 
not completely, then somewhat. 

Now, however, it appears that the authori-
ties wanted only a small, managed opening, 
on the assumption that they could control 
the outcome. 

About a month before the election, the 
government began to shut down the political 
space it had opened. Its election campaign 
took on a vilifying tone, charging that the 
opposition was bent on destroying ethnic 
groups through genocide. Indeed, it called 
the opposition ‘‘interahamwe,’’ invoking the 
memory of the Hutu militia that slaughtered 
800,000 Rwandan Tutsis in 1994. The govern-
ment also began to harass opposition parties, 
especially in rural areas. 

This was unpleasant, but tolerable. So we 
continued campaigning. But things became 
nastier a week before the vote. Attendance 
at an official pro-government rally in the 
capital, Addis Ababa, was dwarfed by our 
rally the following day, when millions of 
demonstrators peacefully demanded change 
and showed their support for us. At that 
point, the government realized that its 
democratic opening was slipping out of its 
control. 

Two days before the vote, our poll watch-
ers and supporters were searched, arrested, 
and given one-day trials, with most sen-
tenced to one or two months in jail. We 
feared that the voting would take place 
without the presence of our poll watchers. So 
we gave a press conference—all the opposi-
tion parties together—the day before the 
vote, demanding that the government re-
lease our party workers and allow people to 
vote freely. 

Although the government met neither of 
these demands, the early results clearly 
showed that the opposition was gaining a 
large number of seats. It became obvious 
that we were winning in many constitu-
encies and that we had won in Addis Ababa, 
as well as in most of the major cities and the 
rural areas. 

What was surprising was the magnitude of 
the victory. In Addis Ababa, top government 
officials, including the ministers of edu-
cation and capacity building, lost, as did the 
speaker of the House of People’s Representa-
tives. In rural constituencies, opposition 
candidates defeated such EPRDF 
heavyweights as the ministers of defense, in-
formation, and infrastructure, along with 
the presidents of the two largest regions, 
Oromia and Amhara. 

The government wasted little time in re-
sponding: the next day, it declared itself the 
winner, with not even half of the constitu-
encies reporting their results. 

No surprise, then, that the public erupted 
in anger. When university students pro-
tested, the police moved in, killing one. In 
demonstrations the following day, 36 more 
people were killed. Soon after, our office 
workers were detained, and Hailu Shawel, 
Chairman of the CUD, and senior CUD offi-
cial Lidetu Ayalew were put under house ar-
rest. One hundred staff members were taken 
from our head office in Addis Ababa alone, 
and many more from regional offices. Up to 
6,000 people were jailed—CUD members and 
even ordinary citizens. 

My fear is that the will of Ethiopia’s peo-
ple will be stifled by government hard-liners. 
Doubts about the authenticity of the final 
results will create a danger of instability. 
Everyone—the government, the opposition, 
and the public—must commit themselves to 
a peaceful resolution. 

To restore calm before a recount can be 
held, confidence-building measures are need-
ed. The military must be taken off the 
streets. The ban on public demonstrations 
must be lifted. Those in jail must be released 
or given a fair trial. Those held simply be-
cause they do not support the government 
must be freed and allowed to participate in 
the democratic process. The government- 
controlled media must be open to diverse 
opinions; in particular, opposition access 
must be guaranteed. 

Equally important, the international com-
munity must send observers—and thus a 
clear signal to the government that any at-
tempt to maintain power by force or intimi-
dation is unacceptable. The world must keep 
watching, just as it watched in Georgia, 
Ukraine, Lebanon, and Palestine. 

For the first time in our ancient history, 
we Ethiopians have voted our conscience. 
Our people have played their part with cour-
age and discipline. They deserve the oppor-
tunity to build a genuine democratic polit-
ical system. That is their only guarantee to 
live in peace and to achieve prosperity. 

f 

ASEAN AND BURMA 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
welcome the good news from Southeast 
Asia this morning that the illegitimate 
Burmese junta—the misnamed State 
Peace and Development Council, 
SPDC—has deferred its 2006 chairman-
ship of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations, ASEAN. 

I appreciate and recognize the indi-
vidual and collective efforts of certain 
ASEAN member states for their sup-
port of substantive political reform in 
Burma. 
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This deferral serves as evidence that 

the illegitimate military junta does in-
deed respond to international pressure, 
particularly from its neighbors. In the 
wake of this news, I renew my calls for 
countries in the region to pressure the 
junta to immediately and uncondition-
ally release Aung San Suu Kyi and all 
prisoners of conscience in Burma and 
to continue their calls for political re-
form in that country; the United Na-
tions Security Council to discuss and 
debate the threat the junta poses to its 
own people and the entire region; and 
the community of democracies to con-
tinue to keep freedom in Burma a top 
priority. 

The assertion by the SPDC that the 
deferral will allow the generals to 
focus on the ‘‘democratization process’’ 
in Burma is as hollow as it is false. 

The international community—espe-
cially the United States and the United 
Kingdom—must be clear that the junta 
will be judged not by what it says but 
by what it does. So long as Suu Kyi and 
other innocent Burmese remain impris-
oned and without a voice in the polit-
ical deliberations in Burma, there sim-
ply can be no credible democratization 
process in Rangoon. 

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-
lowing statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

ADA’S 15TH ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I 
was not able to make the roll call vote 
on this resolution commemorating the 
15th anniversary of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. I had a family com-
mitment that I had to keep, and I knew 
that this resolution would pass over-
whelmingly, and I needed to be with 
my family. 

I did want to take time to hail this 
special occasion and I want to reaffirm 
my strong support for the Americans 
with Disability Act. This historic legis-
lation has helped to ensure that people 
with disabilities can have access to a 
wide range of programs and policies to 
help them fully participate in public 
life and culture. Over the years, I am 
proud of the progress our country has 
made in including people with disabil-
ities in public places and events. This 
sweeping legislation is perhaps one of 
the most significant pieces of legisla-
tion since the 1964 Civil Rights Act. 
Under this bold law, people with dis-
abilities were ensured nondiscrimina-
tion in employment and public accom-
modations, including transportation 
and telecommunications. Implementa-
tion has not been easy, and it is still 
ongoing. While meaningful progress 
has been made, there is still a great 
deal of work to do to achieve the bold 
goal of the Americans with Disability 
Act. 

We must continue to push hard to 
end discrimination and fully embrace 
inclusion, but today we should also cel-

ebrate the strides made since 1990 on 
behalf of people with disabilities. 

f 

15TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES 
ACT 
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, today 

we celebrate the enactment of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act in 
1990—one of the greatest civil rights 
laws in our history. Fifteen years ago, 
the Nation adopted the fundamental 
principle that people should be meas-
ured by what they can do, not what 
they can’t. The Americans with Dis-
abilities Act began a new era of oppor-
tunity for millions of disabled citizens 
who had been denied full and fair par-
ticipation in society. 

For generations, people with disabil-
ities were pitied as people who needed 
charity, not opportunity. Out of igno-
rance, the Nation accepted discrimina-
tion for decades, and yielded to fear 
and prejudice. The passage of the ADA 
finally ended these condescending and 
suffocating attitudes—and widened the 
doors of opportunity for all people with 
disabilities. 

The 15th anniversary of this land-
mark legislation is a time to reflect on 
how far we have come in improving the 
‘‘real life’’ possibilities for the Nation’s 
56 million people with disabilities. In 
fact, the seeds were planted long before 
1990. 

In 1932, the United States elected a 
disabled person to the highest office in 
the land. He became one of the greatest 
Presidents in our history. But even 
Franklin Roosevelt felt compelled by 
the prejudice of his times and hid his 
disability as much as possible. The 
World War II generation began to 
change all that. 

The 1940s and the 1950s introduced 
the Nation to a new class of Americans 
with disabilities—wounded and dis-
abled veterans returning from war to 
an inaccessible society. Even before 
the war ended, rehabilitation medicine 
had been born. Disability advocacy or-
ganizations began to rise. Disability 
benefits were added to Social Security. 
Each decade since then has brought 
significant new progress and more 
change. 

In the 1960s, Congress responded with 
new architectural standards, so we 
could have a society everyone could be 
a part of. No one would have to wait 
outside a new building because they 
were disabled. 

The 1970s convinced us that greater 
opportunities for fuller participation in 
society were possible for the disabled. 
Congress responded with a range of 
steps to improve the lives of people 
with mental retardation, to support 
the right of children with disabilities 
to attend public schools, to guarantee 
the right of people with disabilities to 
vote in elections, and to insist on 
greater access to cultural and rec-
reational programs in their commu-
nities. 

The 1980s brought a new realization, 
however, that when we talk about help-

ing people with disabilities, we can’t 
just rely on government programs. We 
need to involve private industry as 
well. Congress guaranteed fair housing 
opportunities for people with disabil-
ities, required fair access to air travel, 
and made telecommunications ad-
vances available for people hard of 
hearing or deaf. 

The crowning achievement in these 
decades of progress was passage of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act in 1990 
and its promise of a new and better life 
to every disabled citizen, in which 
their disabilities would no longer put 
an end to their dreams. 

As one eloquent citizen with a dis-
ability has said, ‘‘I do not wish to be a 
kept citizen, humbled and dulled by 
having the State look after me. I want 
to take the calculated risk, to dream 
and to build, to fail and to succeed. I 
want to enjoy the benefits of my cre-
ations and face the world boldly, and 
say, this is what I have done.’’ 

Our families, our neighbors, and our 
friends with disabilities have taught us 
in ways no books can teach. The inclu-
sion of people with disabilities enriches 
all our lives. My son Teddy continues 
to teach me every day the greatest les-
son of all that disabled does not mean 
unable. 

As the saying goes, when people are 
excluded from the social fabric of a 
community, it creates a hole—and 
when there is a hole, the entire fabric 
is weaker. It lacks richness, texture, 
and the strength that diversity brings. 
The fabric of our Nation is stronger 
today than it was 15 years ago, because 
people with disabilities are no longer 
left out and left behind. And because of 
that, America is a greater and better 
and fairer nation. 

Today in this country we see the 
signs of the progress that mean so 
much in our ongoing efforts to include 
persons with disabilities in every as-
pect of life—the ramps beside the steps, 
the sidewalks with curb-cuts to accom-
modate wheelchairs, the lifts for help-
ing disabled people to take buses to 
work or the store or to a movie. 

Disabled students are no longer 
barred from schools and denied an edu-
cation. They are learning and achiev-
ing at levels once thought impossible. 
They are graduating from high schools, 
enrolling in universities, joining the 
workforce, achieving their goals, en-
riching their communities and their 
country. 

They have greater access than ever 
to the rehabilitation and training they 
need to be successfully employed and 
become productive, contributing mem-
bers of their communities. 

With the Ticket to Work and Work 
Incentives Improvement Act, we fi-
nally linked civil rights closely to 
health care. It isn’t civil and it isn’t 
right to send a disabled person to work 
without the health care they need and 
deserve. 

These milestones show us that we are 
well on the way to fulfilling the prom-
ise of a new, better, and more inclusive 
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