September 2, 2005

| know that this compassion will continue and
| encourage all Americans to do what ever
they can to help our fellow citizens in their
most desperate time of need. However, | am
troubled to see instances of greed in this time
of desperate need. | have heard already from
a number of my constituents who saw the
price of gas skyrocket. |, along with other
Members of Congress, will be looking into any
instances of price gouging. In such a time of
despair for so many, price gouging can not be
tolerated

Once again, | want to express my condo-
lences to those who have lost loved ones in
the wake of Hurricane Katrina and to share
my prayers of hope for those who remain in
despair. | know that much remains to be done
and | am hopeful that the funding we are pro-
viding today will go a long way to meeting the
desperate needs of those in the Gulf Coast.
The full story of this disaster remains to be
told, but | am confident that out of dark mo-
ments of this tragedy will come beacons of
light for those affected and a serious discus-
sion about our true national priorities.

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, our
thoughts and prayers are with the families and
individuals devastated by Hurricane Katrina.
Reports that displaced residents in New Orle-
ans and other parts of the Gulf Coast are un-
able to receive medical attention and basic
supplies are truly horrible. This is an unac-
ceptable situation for the wealthiest country in
the world. The conditions are desperate and
the full force of the Federal Government must
be turned towards helping those in need.

The Federal Government is prepared to pro-
vide an unprecedented level of disaster assist-
ance, starting today with a $10.5 billion emer-
gency aid package.

The recovery effort has raised several
issues that must be addressed. First, once the
immediate need for medical assistance, food
and other resources is met, the massive job of
providing housing in different communities
throughout the country for the thousands of
displaced victims must be undertaken. This
will require an unprecedented level of coordi-
nation between federal, state and local gov-
ernments and the private sector. Also, deci-
sions must be made in terms of the recon-
struction of the areas most devastated, in a
manner that ensures that a tragedy of this
magnitude will not repeat itself.

Second, the alleged unwillingness of the
federal personnel assigned to the disaster to
use the resources available to them in a timely
fashion must be investigated. The fact that
there was one instance of a military helicopter
being fired upon is not an excuse for heli-
copters not to land or buses not to transport
people. Questions with regard to class, race
and discriminatory attitudes must be ad-
dressed in a candid and constructive manner.

Third, the personnel and agencies respon-
sible for responding to this disaster are the
same as the nation would call on in the event
of a terrorist attack. Their present response, in
the President’s words, has been unacceptable
and inexcusable. We must ensure that future
responses are dramatically different.

In the coming days and weeks ahead, | en-
courage every American to consider volun-
teering to help our fellow citizens in this time
of great need. My offices have received hun-
dreds of phone calls from constituents who
are eager to help in anyway possible, and this
will allow the generosity of the human spirit to
prevail.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of today,
the bill is considered read and the pre-
vious question is ordered.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read the
third time, and passed, and a motion to
reconsider was laid on the table.

———

PROVIDING FOR A CONDITIONAL
ADJOURNMENT OR RECESS OF
THE TWO HOUSES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following privileged
Senate concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 51) providing for a conditional ad-
journment or recess of the Senate, and
a conditional adjournment of the
House of Representatives.

The Clerk read the Senate concur-
rent resolution, as follows:

S. CON. RES. 51

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That when the Sen-
ate recesses or adjourns at the close of busi-
ness on Thursday, September 1, or on Friday,
September 2, 2005, on a motion offered pursu-
ant to this concurrent resolution by its Ma-
jority Leader or his designee, it stand re-
cessed or adjourned until 12 noon on Tues-
day, September 6, 2005, or until the time of
any reassembly pursuant to section 2 of this
concurrent resolution, whichever occurs
first; and that when the House adjourns on
the legislative day of Friday, September 2,
2005, on a motion offered pursuant to this
concurrent resolution by its Majority Leader
or his designee, it stand adjourned until 2
p.m. on Tuesday, September 6, 2005, or until
the time of any reassembly pursuant to sec-
tion 2 of this concurrent resolution, which-
ever occurs first.

SEC. 2. The Majority Leader of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House, or their re-
spective designees, acting jointly after con-
sultation with the Minority Leader of the
Senate and the Minority Leader of the
House, shall notify the Members of the Sen-
ate and House, respectively, to reassemble at
such place and time as they may designate
whenever, in their opinion, the public inter-
est shall warrant it.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the Senate concurrent reso-
lution is concurred in.

There was no objection.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

HURRICANE KATRINA

(Mrs. CAPITO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, it is with
a heavy heart that I rise today to show
compassion and readiness to work with
our neighbors who are in crisis. I rep-
resent a State, West Virginia, that has
had numerous flooding disasters. Col-
lectively, we will do everything we can
to help those in need. The number one
priority now is the families and chil-
dren who are affected. The photos from
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these areas are gut wrenching, and I
am sure we are just beginning to hear
the heartbreaking stories. Our re-
sponses must be quicker and stronger.
I know our compassion as a Nation is
incredible and we are frustrated by the
enormity of this crisis.

As West Virginians, we have been
helped time and time again. Like those
affected in this disaster action, we are
hardworking, country-loving, patriotic,
respectful citizens. We now wish to re-
turn our compassion to those in need.
Our State has started fund drives, de-
ployed utility professionals, our Na-
tional Guard, and other means of help.
We will continue. Our hearts are joined
in prayer to those who need prayers
the most, to give them the strength
and the willpower to rebuild and go on.
We will stand together to recover and
rebuild the lives and the cities. This is
the nature of our country and its peo-
ple.

It is with a heavy heart that | rise today to
show compassion and readiness to work to
help our neighbors who are in crisis. | rep-
resent a state, West Virginia, that has had nu-
merous flooding disasters and collectively we
will do everything that we can to help those in
this devastating situation.

The number one priority right now is the
welfare of the families and children in their
time of need. The photos from the area are
gut-wrenching and we have only just begun to
hear the heart breaking stories of the destruc-
tion of lives and properties.

Our responses must be quicker and strong-
er as we reach out to the despair. | know that
our compassion as a nation is incredible and
we are frustrated by the enormity of the crisis.
The funding we provide today will be signifi-
cant but will only take us so far.

In recent disasters around this Nation we
have seen the worst of destruction that can
come from both man and from nature: but the
best of society. We have seen the power of
this Nation when it comes together to assist
those in need. In the coming hours and days,
we have got to press forward to help in every
way.

As West Virginians, we have been helped
time and again. Like those affected in this dis-
aster, we are hard working, country loving, pa-
triotic, respectful citizens. We now wish to re-
turn our compassion in your hour of need. Our
State has started fund drives, deployed utility
professionals, sent our National Guard and
other means of help. We will continue. Our
hearts are joined in prayers to give those in
need the strength and willpower to rebuild and
go on.

To that end, the Red Cross and the Salva-
tion Army need our support to continue their
efforts on the ground. We are grateful to those
who are on the ground from all emergency or-
ganizations in the Gulf Coast area to assist
those who have been affected.

We will stand together to recover and re-
build the lives and cities. That is the nature of
this country and its people.

———
HURRICANE KATRINA

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)
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