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commemorate the fallen and to acknowledge
the impact the horrific attacks have had on all
of us.

| encourage my colleagues and those listen-
ing to support these memorials and urge my
colleagues to support this resolution.

—————
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Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the YWCA Pasadena-Foothill Valley
upon its 100th anniversary.

In 1905, a group of prominent Pasadena
women formed a branch of the National Con-
sumers League in an effort to hold local em-
ployers accountable to statewide labor laws
for young working women. As affordable hous-
ing for these young women became a con-
cern, this same group formed the Young
Women’s League and provided rental housing
for working women. This was the start of what
was to become, in 1909, the Pasadena Young
Women’s Christian Association, YWCA. In
1910, they purchased a property in Pasadena
and in the 1920s, hired Julia Morgan, Califor-
nia’s first woman architect, to design the land-
mark building on that same land.

During the First World War, the YWCA of-
fered Red Cross training and classes in the
arts to young working women, while actively
rallying for women’s suffrage and better work-
ing conditions for California’s migrant workers.
In the 1920s, the YWCA made special out-
reach efforts to include African-American and
Japanese-American girls.

During the Great Depression, the YWCA of-
fered loans and free room and board to
women in need, and opened new clubs for
Mexican-American and African-American girls.
Ahead of its time, the YWCA Board agreed
that “the use of facilities be based on general
fitness without reference to race, religion, or
nationality.”

In 1940 a Japanese Girls Reserve was
formed. When the war ended, the YWCA as-
sisted in facilitating the interned Japanese-
Americans’ return to the community. During
these years, the Pasadena YWCA, with its ac-
tive social conscience, led the community on
issues such as juvenile delinquency, housing,
childcare and discrimination.

In the 1940s and 50s, programs that tar-
geted delinquent teens and a childcare nurs-
ery were developed. The 1960s saw the Back
Yard Mothers Project, the Mexican Bi-Cultural
Club, the Pasadena Free Clinic, and in 1966,
the Federal Government selected the Pasa-
dena YWCA as the site for its Job Corps girls
program.

The 1970s and 80s brought a Rape Advo-
cacy Program, a program to train women for
non-traditional jobs that paved the way for the
Women at Work program, and Hestia House,
a shelter for women and their children in cri-
sis. In 1996, the YWCA Board sold the historic
Julia Morgan building, moved into administra-
tive offices, but continued to meet the needs
of girls and women, never forgetting its mis-
sion to work for the empowerment of women
and the elimination of racism.

Today, programs like Just for Girls meet on
school campuses and offer assistance to at-
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risk youth and the sports program brings to-
gether girls from varied economic and ethnic
backgrounds. The YWCA hosts the annual
Week Without Violence and an annual Racial
Justice Committee Breakfast.

| am proud to recognize the YWCA Pasa-
dena-Foothill Valley for its 100 years of offer-
ing a diverse place of acceptance to the
women of the San Gabriel Valley and | ask all
Members to join me in congratulating the
YWCA for their remarkable achievements.

————
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Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to offer my heartfelt sym-
pathy to the people in the Gulf Coast area
who have been so profoundly affected by Hur-
ricane Katrina. The loss of lives, property, and
livelihoods is a shocking tragedy, the full ex-
tent of which is only starting to be known.

The number one priority now must be safe-
guarding and improving the lives of the hun-
dreds of thousands of people who have been
evacuated from their homes, or whose homes
have been damaged or destroyed. We must
ensure that all people affected by this disaster
have food, water, shelter, clothing, and
healthcare. To achieve this, the government
must commit to fast tracking needed public
services like unemployment insurance and
compensation, food stamps and Medicaid. In
addition, we must be prepared to provide on-
going support through housing loans, job infor-
mation networks, and aid to school districts
that will enroll evacuated students. These
measures are critical in helping people as they
start to put their lives back together.

The tragedy of Hurricane Katrina was com-
pounded by a sluggish response by the Fed-
eral Government that trapped people in harm’s
way, and failed to provide them with the basic
necessities of food and water. | believe that
the Department of Homeland Security and the
President must ultimately account for the fail-
ure in preparing for this disaster in an efficient
and comprehensive manner. As a member of
the Committee on Homeland Security, | am
dedicated to finding solutions to the systemic
problems in DHS, as evidenced by its weak
initial relief efforts in response to the devasta-
tion wrought by Hurricane Katrina.

Despite the substantial problems that
plagued the relief effort, the rescuers on the
ground performed 47,300 life-saving rescues,
and managed to find shelter for 235,200 peo-
ple whose homes were damaged or de-
stroyed. As the first responders continue work-
ing in the Gulf Coast, our thoughts and good
wishes, and those of the entire Nation are with
them. In Orange County, CA, | am proud to
say our communities are doing their part.
There are numerous efforts to assist the peo-
ple affected by this disaster. Mr. Frank Garcia
of the La Casa Garcia of Anaheim and volun-
teers from Orange County, CA, are traveling
right now to Texas to set up a kitchen to help
feed the evacuees. | am confident that the
generosity of the American people will con-
tinue and grow. We have all been touched by
the pain and shock of this disaster. And | hope
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that this outpouring of support and solidarity
will help the people of the Gulf Coast to re-
build their lives and give them hope for a bet-
ter future.

—————
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Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | rise in opposition
to this ill-considered $51.8 billion disaster relief
appropriation. Many have come to the floor
today to discuss how we must help the victims
of this terrible disaster and its aftermath. But
why do they think that the best way to do so
is simply to write a huge check to the very
government agency that failed so spectacu-
larly? This does not make sense. We have all
seen the numerous articles detailing the
seemingly inexcusable mistakes FEMA
made—before and after the hurricane. Yet, in
typical fashion, Congress seems to think that
the best way to fix the mess is to throw money
at the very government agency that failed.

Mr. Speaker, considering the demonstrated
ineptitude of government on both the Federal
and State level in this disaster, the people af-
fected by the hurricane and subsequent flood
would no doubt be better off if relief money
was simply sent directly to them or to commu-
nity organizations dedicated to clean-up and
reconstruction. Indeed, we have seen numer-
ous examples of private organizations and in-
dividuals attempting to help their fellow Ameri-
cans in so many ways over the last 10 days,
only to be turned back by FEMA or held up for
days by government red tape. We have seen
in previous disasters how individuals and non-
governmental organizations were often among
the first to pitch in and help their neighbors
and fellow citizens. Now, FEMA is sending
these good Samaritans a troubling message:
stay away, let us handle it.

In several disasters that have befallen my
Gulf Coast district, my constituents have over
and over again told me that they prefer to re-
build and recover without the “help” of Federal
agencies like FEMA, which so often impose
their own bureaucratic solutions on the owners
of private property.

Mr. Speaker, we see here once again the
Federal Government attempting to impose a
topdown solution to the disaster. No one is
questioning from where this $52 billion will
come. The answer, of course, is that the Fed-
eral Government is going to simply print the
money up. There are no reductions in Federal
spending elsewhere to free up this disaster
aid. Rather, the money will come from a print-
ing press. The economic devastation created
by such a reckless approach may well be
even more wide-reaching than the disaster
this bill is meant to repair.

| ask my colleagues to consider more con-
structive ways to help New Orleans and the
other affected areas recover from this tragedy.
There are numerous approaches, such as the
creation of no-tax enterprise zones, that would
attract private enterprise and capital to the
area and would result in a much quicker and
more responsive recovery. The citizens of the
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