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now, those alternatives are often far more ec-
onomical than using fossil fuels.

Whether it is methane power, wind power,
solar power, geothermal power, or the use of
hydrogen fuel cells as an alternative to gaso-
line in cars, we must cut out dependence on
foreign oil now. We will be better off environ-
mentally, our national security will be en-
hanced, and—as the Washington co-op has
so boldly demonstrated—we may well be bet-
ter off economically as well.

In short, we need an energy revolution by
breaking our dependence on fossil fuels. | am
very, very confident our small State of
Vermont will lead this. We will be noticed by
not only the country but the world.

My congratulations to the Washington Elec-
tric Co-Op for showing America, with its new
facility in Coventry, what can and should be
done to make our energy sources secure and
sustainable.
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Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, due to
meetings during the series of votes on Thurs-
day, September 15, | did not make it back to
the House floor in time for the last vote (roll-
call vote No. 475).

H. Res. 473 was to establish the Select Bi-
partisan Committee to Investigate the Prepara-
tion for and Response to Hurricane Katrina.

Mr. Speaker, had | been present, | would
have votes “yes” to establish the hurricane
commission.

——————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 889, COAST GUARD AND
MARITIME TRANSPORTATION
ACT OF 2005
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Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD. Mr. Chair-
man, as a Member on the Coast Guard Sub-
committee, | want to thank you and Ranking
Member FILNER for your continued leadership
in bringing this bill to the House floor today.

Year after year a select group of Members
come to the Floor and sing the praises of the
Coast Guard on how this agency continues to
do more with less.

Recently, our Nation has witnessed what we
have been addressing each year.

This month we witnessed just how vital the
Coast Guard is to the safety and security of
our country.

The Coast Guard was the only Federal
agency that responded in the Gulf Coast
States in a timely and efficient manner.

Here are the Search and Rescue numbers
for the Coast Guard in response to Katrina:
24,132 lives saved to date; 33,537 lives saved
or evacuated to date; 12,534 Cumulative lives
saved by air resources; 11,598 Cumulative
lives saved by surface resources; 9,405 Cu-
mulated hospital evacuations.

Where would we be without the Coast
Guard during the devastation of Hurricane
Katrina?

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

As we speak here today—the Coast Guard
continues to save lives. We must support
them! We need more agencies like the Coast
Guard.

The Coast Guard and Maritime Transpor-
tation Act of 2005 authorizes $8.7 billion for
the Coast Guard and authorizes $1.6 billion
for the Coast Guard’s Deepwater program to
replace aging ships and aircraft, and requires
a new implementation plan.

This bill before us today is important—now
more than ever. It is our obligation to provide
the Coast Guard with the tools to heighten
their service.

I will argue that we need to go further as a
Congress and increase the appropriated fund-
ing for the Deepwater program. | hope that
with the Coast Guard’s strong showing in the
gulf States during Katrina validates why the
appropriations committee and the Administra-
tion should make a greater commitment to the
Coast Guard and the Deepwater program this
year by increasing funding for the program.

Finally, | want to take this opportunity to reit-
erate a request for a joint port security hearing
with the Coast Guard subcommittee and the
Full Homeland Security Committee.

In the aftermath of Katrina, we are reminded
just how much work needs to be done in co-
ordinating with Federal and local agencies and
emergency responders.

Our approach to port security is no different.
The Coast Guard is responsible for securing
the 95,000 coast lines that includes Great
Lakes and inland waterways. This is our long-
est border. Given the miscommunication sur-
rounding FEMA, the Department of Homeland
Security and local and State emergency re-
sponders, a joint port security hearing is an
excellent opportunity to make sure we are all
on the same page—if there were to be a ca-
tastrophe at one of our ports—terrorist or nat-
ural—we will be able to respond and save
lives.

In closing, | urge my colleagues to vote for
this important bill that provides for the Coast
Guard to continue to do its extraordinary job.

Mr. Chairman, | look forward to continuing
to work with you on these and other vital
issues that face our country.
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Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the exceptional contribu-
tions of Rita Balian, a humanitarian activist
and community leader who has worked tire-
lessly on behalf of women and children in the
United States and Armenia.

Ever since the earthquake in Armenia in
1988, Ms. Balian has dedicated her time, tal-
ent and expertise to help the people of Arme-
nia. She has realized many projects in support
of women, schools, and universities. Since
1996, she has concentrated her efforts on
women’s health, taking American technology,
management skills and medical expertise to
Armenia.

She is the founder, president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of the Armenian American Cul-
tural Association (AACA), a non-profit chari-
table organization incorporated in 1995 in Ar-
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lington, Virginia. Through AACA, Ms. Balian
established the Armenian American Wellness
Center in Yerevan, a humanitarian project
dedicated to saving, prolonging, and improving
the lives of women through the early and ac-
curate detection of breast and cervical cancer
and to providing primary health care services
to ensure the good health and well-being of
families in Armenia. To facilitate the Wellness
Center’'s work, Ms. Balian partnered the Cen-
ter with seven major U.S. medical institutions.
Since the Wellness Center’s establishment in
1997, it has screened over 60,000 women and
saved the lives of over 1,500 through the early
detection of life-threatening illnesses.

Ms. Balian has dedicated herself to expand-
ing the services offered at the Wellness Cen-
ter and providing increased access to those
services. The Center has added protocols in
gynecology, family medicine, and pathology
and reaches out to Armenians living in rural
areas through monthly outreach missions and
the establishment of two satellite clinics.

Along with her work on behalf of the
Wellness Center, Ms. Balian’s accomplish-
ments also include the establishment of a sis-
ter-city program between the cities of Gyumri,
Armenia and Alexandria, Virginia. She co-
chaired the Alexandria/Gyumri Sister City
Committee for six years, organized several
municipal, cultural and educational exchanges
and established the Alexandria Armenian Day
Festival, which is now an annual celebration.

Through her work with the Armenian Gen-
eral Benevolence Union (AGBU), the largest
and oldest Armenian philanthropic organiza-
tion in the world, Mrs. Balian and her husband
cofounded the AGBU New York Summer In-
tern Program for Armenian college students
from around the world. She continues to man-
age the intern program, which is now in its
nineteenth year.

She has received many awards in recogni-
tion of her work with the Wellness Center;
most notably the “Spirit of Life Cancer Advo-
cacy Award” in September 2003 from the
International Spirit of Life Foundation and the
Washington Cancer Institute, the “Outstanding
Citizen Achievement A ward” from the United
States Agency for International Development
in January 2003, and the Armenian Church’s
highest medal of honor, the St. Nersess
Shnorhali Medal, bestowed upon her through
a Pontifical Encyclical by His Holiness, the
Catholicos Karekin Il, in October 2001.

The Armenian people have acknowledged
Ms. Balian’s humanitarian work as well. She
has received honorary doctoral degrees from
three different universities in Armenia, and in
April 1996, Rita and her husband, Vartkess
Balian, became honorary citizens of the Re-
public of Armenia through a special presi-
dential decree presented to them at the Arme-
nian Embassy in Washington, DC.

She has also been honored by the United
Nations for her advocacy on behalf of wom-
en’s and children’s rights and by the American
Red Cross for her leadership in obtaining hu-
manitarian assistance for the victims of the
1988 earthquake in Armenia.

Since March of 2004, Ms. Balian has served
as a member of Governor Warner's Virginia/
Armenia Advisory Commission.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to recognize the
numerous accomplishments of Rita Balian.
Her dedication to the people of Armenia and
her efforts to increase international under-
standing reflect a deep sense of purpose and
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