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last December. The ladies created a bond of
true camaraderie and won several intense
games. They out hustled, outmaneuvered and
outplayed their toughest competition. The only
thing that outshined their play was their
sportsmanship and respect for the game. They
are a true inspiration to soccer players nation-
wide.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to commend
Jason Neidell, Wendi Whitman, and Mara
Schanfield for their work in coaching the team
to the Gold Medal. They provided leadership
and guidance and an invaluable service to
these ladies and the youth soccer movement.
| would also like to honor Jamie Hacker,
Allyson Gordon, and Genna Brand, who were
selected as Captains of the team. May all of
the ladies success in this program help them
fully realize their potential for productive, suc-
cessful lives, and | wish these girls all the best
in their future endeavors.

The following are the members of the
United States Junior Girls’ Gold Medal winners
at the 2005 Maccabi World Games:

Sarah Berger, Genna Brand, Allyson Gor-
don, Amanda Gurin, Jamie Hacker, Lizzie Hal-
dane, Kasey Hirsty, Kayli Hirsty, Lindsay Jaffe,
Carly Knue, Allison Kurtz, Samantha Kurtz,
Rebecca Rostowsky, Zoe Sarnak, Alexandra
Schwach, Dena Shleifer, Morani Stelmach,

Rachael Sushner, Julie Kaufman, Sofia
Vallone.

Head Coach—Jason Neidell, Assistant
Coaches—Wendi  Whitman and  Mara
Schanfield.

——
RECOGNIZING SPACE SHUTTLE
COMMANDER EILEEN COLLINS,
MISSION SPECIALIST WENDY

LAWRENCE, AND THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF ALL OTHER WOMEN
WHO HAVE WORKED WITH NASA

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 20, 2005

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today as a proud cosponsor of H. Res.
450 which recognizes Space Shuttle Com-
mander Eileen Collins, Mission Specialist
Wendy Lawrence, and the contributions of all
other women who have worked with NASA fol-
lowing the successful mission of Space Shut-
tle Discovery on STS—114. Let me offer my
own personal congratulations to these women
who have not only advanced the cause of aer-
onautics through their work, but also they
have advanced the cause of women through
their determination.

Let me take a moment to recognize Com-
mander Eileen Collins who successfully re-
turned NASA to flight. LTC Eileen Marie Col-
lins was born in Elmira, New York on Novem-
ber 19, 1956. As a child, Eileen dreamed
about space and of becoming a pilot. Her par-
ents often took her to the airport to watch the
planes take off and land. The Collins family
wanted Eileen to attend college, but did not
have the money to send her. After high
school, she attended Corning Community Col-
lege. While there, she studied hard to earn a
two-year scholarship to Syracuse University.
In 1978 Eileen Collins graduated with a bach-
elor of arts degree in mathematics and eco-
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nomics from Syracuse University. Later, she
went on to earn a master of science degree in
operations research from Stanford University
and a master of arts degree in space systems
management from Webster University.

In 1979, LTC Collins graduated from Air
Force Undergraduate Pilot Training at Vance
Air Force Base. In 1990, while attending the
Air Force Test Pilot School, she was selected
for the astronaut program. Eileen Collins be-
came an astronaut in July 1991 and the first
woman to pilot the Space Shuttle on February
2, 1995. She made history once again in
1999. On July 23 LTC Collins became the first
woman to command a Space Shuttle mission.
Eileen Collins is also a wife and mother, but
on top of all these titles and distinctions, she
is an inspiration for many women throughout
the world.

| also want to take a moment to recognize
CAPT Wendy B. Lawrence who served as a
mission specialist on the Space Shuttle Dis-
covery. CAPT Lawrence is a native of Jack-
sonville and has flown on four missions to
space. Lawrence graduated from the U.S.
Naval Academy in 1981 with a degree in
Ocean Engineering. She went on to earn a
master of science degree in Ocean Engineer-
ing from M.LT. in 1988. Her mission aboard
Discovery was to transfer payloads back and
forth from the International Space Station
using the robotic arm. She’s made history, too.
She was one of the first two female helicopter
pilots to make a long deployment to the Indian
Ocean as part of a carrier battle group while
stationed at Helicopter Combat Support
Squadron Six. Clearly, she made history again
when the Shuttle Discovery returned NASA to
flight.

Both these women deserve great recogni-
tion for their work aboard the Shuttle Dis-
covery and their lifetime of service to our Na-
tion. Truly, many women from Sally Ride to
Mae Jemison have made great strides to get
to this day when a woman can command a
space shuttle. To paraphrase a historic state-
ment once made from the moon: ‘This is one
small step for women and one giant leap for
womenkind.’

HONORING WILLIAM F.
RICHARDSON

HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2005

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor William F. Richardson on the occasion
of his retirement after many years of distin-
guished service as the Executive Director of
the Berks County Action Program in Pennsyl-
vania.

As Executive Director of the Economic Op-
portunity Council and the Berks County Action
Program (BCAP), Mr. Richardson has actively
fought to mobilize the human and financial re-
sources to combat poverty in the City of Read-
ing and the County of Berks. Under Mr. Rich-
ardson’s leadership, BCAP has initiated, co-
ordinated, and implemented numerous social
programs to fight against poverty. This organi-
zation is well known for its ability to stimulate
activities within their local communities and for
the services it continually provides for the low-
income, financially distressed, and disadvan-
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taged citizens in the area. These invaluable
services include job training, counseling, voca-
tional rehabilitation, housing, parenting class-
es, home management, child care classes,
and substance abuse prevention.

In attempt to make a difference in the lives
of the poor in his community, Mr. Richardson
entered into community service as the assist-
ant to former Mayor Victor Yarnell from 1968
to 1969. He then made the decision to leave
City Hall and take a position as the assistant
director for community liaison for the Reading
Redevelopment Authority in 1969. In 1979, Mr.
Richardson resigned from the Authority and
came to his current position as the Executive
Director of the Economic Opportunity Council.

Throughout the past 35 years, Mr. Richard-
son further proved his commitment to helping
the less fortunate by participating as an active
member of his community, serving on numer-
ous boards, including those of the Reading
Parking Authority and the Reading-Berks
Human Relations Council. Mr. Richardson is
also the president of the Greater Berks Food
Bank.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in honoring this extraordinary gentleman
and his selfless mission to help those in need
and for the invaluable service he has so dili-
gently provided. | wish him the very best of
luck in his retirement.

———

HONORING BARBARA JEAN BROWN
HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2005

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor an extraordinary woman
who dedicated her life to the service of San
Francisco’s most needy individuals. Barbara
Jean Brown, known to those who loved her as
“Mother Brown,” passed away on August 9
after a year-long struggle with leukemia.

Mother Brown distinguished herself through
her generous and untiring efforts feeding the
poor and homeless of our city through Mother
Brown’s Dining Room. By offering a haven to
countless individuals for more than 20 years,
her spirit and kindness touched all those to
whom she tended. | offer my deepest sym-
pathy to her sons, Frederick and Jaamel; her
brother, Arthur; and her sisters, Alice, Fanny,
and Dennie Marie.

Mother Brown served San Francisco with
dignity and love. The beginning of her public
ministry consisted of parking an old, oversized
Cadillac and serving hot meals out of her
trunk that she had cooked in her own kitchen.
Sharon Williams, the operations manager of
Mother Brown’s Dining Hall, said of her col-
league, “She knew there was a need. She be-
lieved no one should ever go to bed hungry.”
Mother Brown never turned anyone away.

Her work did not go unnoticed. Government
agencies, community organizations, and pri-
vate corporations donated funds to allow
Mother Brown to set up the Bayview Hope
Homeless Resource Center and Mother
Brown’s Dining Room in a converted ware-
house. With this new facility, Mother Brown
was able to serve more people with additional
resources and services. Beyond her work with
the Center and Dining Room, she threw an
annual Christmas party at the Bayview Opera
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House for those without a home during the
holidays and donated 1,200 toys to children
last year alone.

Barbara Jean Brown was born in Shreve-
port, LA, and moved to the bay area at the
age of 5. After marrying, she had three chil-
dren and lived in San Francisco’s Bayview dis-
trict, where she headquartered her community
efforts. In addition to her life of public service,
she supported herself through clerical and ad-
ministrative work, including a term working in
advertising for San Francisco’s major news-
papers, the Chronicle and the Examiner.

She began her charity work partnering with
her eldest son, J.J. When he died at age 34,
she invested the little money he left her into
what would become the Bayview Hope Home-
less Resource Center. Every dollar she later
received from sponsorships and gifts went di-
rectly to her projects. Mother Brown dem-
onstrated extraordinary generosity and self-
lessness.

San Francisco was fortunate to have this re-
markable woman in our midst. Those whom
she helped, served, cared for, and inspired will
sorely miss her. However, her legacy con-
tinues as she leaves behind the Bayview
Hope Homeless Resource Center and Mother
Brown’s Dining Room to carry on the mission
she started so long ago.

CHEMISTRY WEEK RESOLUTION

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2005

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, as we face the
concern about the United States’ ability to sus-
tain its scientific and technological superiority
throughout this decade and beyond, when we
are losing jobs to more technologically literate
nations, and when our science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics education is in
need of serious attention and renovation, it is
important that we consider this resolution rec-
ognizing the importance of chemistry in our
everyday lives, and in particular with the toys
that we, or our children, grandchildren, or fam-
ily members play with today. That is why
today | am introducing along with Representa-
tive VERNON EHLERS a resolution recognizing
the importance and positive contributions of
chemistry to our everyday lives and supporting
the goals and ideals of National Chemistry
Week.

We have all seen the joy and wonder of
children at play, and we can certainly all recall
our favorite childhood toys, such as Silly Putty,
the Slinky, and the Etch-a-Sketch. In fact, the
astronauts on the Apollo 8 mission carried
Silly Putty with them to alleviate boredom and
to help fasten down tools during periods of
weightlessness. Silly Putty came to us as a
product of chemistry; Silly Putty is a polymer
of isoprene.

BusinessWeek Online ran an article with the
subtitle “Toymakers are pushing the bound-
aries in artificial intelligence, wireless commu-
nications, and virtual realities. And the benefits
are flowing to other industries as well.” The
military, the medical field, gamers, chemists,
and material scientists all connect to the toy
industry. Chemists and material scientists
have created such materials as self-healing
plastics, giving toys and many other consumer
goods a longer lifetime.
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The curiosity that toys ignite through the
“why did it do that?” and “how did that hap-
pen?” invigorate the exploration and discovery
of the world around us. Many scientists and
engineers turn to toys for moments of respite
and of inspiration. Innovations in technology,
at times can be traced back to moments with
toys. That is why this year's’s theme of Na-
tional Chemistry Week, “The Joy of Toys”, is
relevant. What better ways to inspire and edu-
cate the potential chemists and engineers of
tomorrow but through the loved experiences of
playing with toys and learning what has made
all the fun possible?

Toys spark imagination, imagination fuels in-
novation. The celebration of chemistry, a
science which is the backbone to the health of
many industries including pharmaceuticals,
electronics, automotive, and aerospace,
through the chemistry of toys is worthy of our
wholehearted support. It is in the best interest
of our Nation to create both a curiosity and a
desire to understand our world to fuel a tech-
nological and scientifically literate, critical
thinking population to carry us forward in the
21st century.

————————

RECOGNITION OF HON. ROBERT J.
STAKER

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2005

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
honor that | pay tribute to a devoted public
servant, the Honorable Robert J. Staker.
Judge Staker is retiring as Judge of the United
States District Court of the Southern District of
West Virginia after 26 years of service.

A long and distinguished history of accom-
plishment and public service marks Judge
Staker’s career. He served his country in the
United States Navy in the 1940’s. Judge
Staker attended both Marshall University and
West Virginia University, and received his law
degree from West Virginia University College
of Law in 1952. Judge Staker has committed
himself to serving the people of West Virginia
as a member of the legal profession.

He practiced law in Williamson, West Vir-
ginia from 1952 until 1968. He served as
Judge of the Circuit Court of Mingo County
from January 1969 to September 1979, when
he assumed his current office as Judge of the
United States District Court of the Southern
District of West Virginia in Huntington. Judge
Staker continued his career by becoming a
Senior United States District Judge on Janu-
ary 1, 1965.

Judge Staker’s tenure on the federal bench
was one marked by common sense and com-
mon justice for all. It has been said that those
who clearly recognize the voice of their own
conscience, usually recognize also the voice
of justice. Judge Staker’s legacy on the fed-
eral court will echo the voice of justice for gen-
erations to come.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me today in congratulating Judge Staker on
his admirable career. It is with tremendous
gratitude and appreciation for his extensive
service to the community and deep love of the
law that we honor his distinguished service.
Together with his wife Sue Blankenship Poore,
and his two sons J. Timothy Poore and Don-
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ald Seth Staker, | offer to him my sincerest
wishes for great success in all his future en-
deavors as he begins the next chapter of his
life.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2005

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the International Day of Peace, a
world-wide observance of 24 hours of non-
violence and global cease-fire.

The International Day of Peace was first es-
tablished by the United Nations in 1981 to co-
incide with the opening session of the UN
every September, and, in 2001, was unani-
mously adopted by Member States to formally
recognize the day on September 21 of each
year. Today, citizens across the globe will
mark this occasion. | know that there are
many of my constituents observing the Inter-
national Day of Peace, affirming a vision of
our world at peace, and fostering cooperation
between individuals, organizations and na-
tions.

| hope that individuals will take the oppor-
tunity today to consider what they can do to
promote unity and cultural understanding, and
help make the idea of peace not just a utopian
dream, but something that humankind can
achieve. | applaud the efforts of Member
States, organizations of the United Nations,
governmental and nongovernmental agencies,
as well as civil societies and religious groups
for their promotion of the International Day of
Peace and the principles of peace and non-
violence through education and public aware-
ness efforts.

As Secretary General Kofi Annan stated,
“24 hours is not a lot of time.” Please join me
in taking a few moments today to reflect on
our aspirations for peace and the measures
we will take to achieve them on this Inter-
national Day of Peace 2005.

RECOGNIZING THE CENTRAL
OREGON CROP WALK

HON. GREG WALDEN

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2005

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize a very special event that is
taking place in the heart of the 2nd Congres-
sional District on Sunday, September 25,
2005—the Central Oregon Crop Walk. This
weekend, over 125 walkers will gather in
Bend, Oregon to raise awareness and funds
to fight hunger at home in Central Oregon and
in nearly 80 countries around the world.

Since 1998, this gathering has become an
annual event in Bend and is now in its 8th
year. This Fall, walkers participating in the
Central Oregon Crop Walk join Oregonians in
four other communities—Baker City, Hood
River, Corvallis and Grants Pass—and 1,800
Walks nationwide, to make a real difference
toward ending hunger one step at a time.
Money raised by walkers in Oregon and
around the nation supports Church World
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