September 22, 2005

Justice Appropriations Authorization
Act, Fiscal Years 2006 through 2009.

Any Member wishing to offer an
amendment should submit 55 copies of
the amendment and one copy of a brief
explanation of the amendment to the
Committee on Rules in room H-312 of
the Capitol by noon on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 27, 2005. Members should draft
their amendments to the bill as re-
ported by the Committee on the Judici-
ary on July 27, 2005, which is expected
to be filed with the House on Thursday,
September 22. Members are also ad-
vised that the text should be available
for their review on the Web sites of the
Committee on the Judiciary and the
Committee on Rules today.

Members should use the Office of
Legislative Counsel to ensure that
their amendments are drafted in the
most appropriate format, and should
check with the Office of the Parliamen-
tarian to be certain that their amend-
ments comply with the rules of the
House.

———

AMENDMENT PROCESS FOR H.R.
3824, THREATENED AND ENDAN-
GERED SPECIES ACT OF 2005

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, the Com-
mittee on Rules may meet next week
to grant a rule which could limit the
amendment process for floor consider-
ation of H.R. 3824, the Threatened and
Endangered Species Act of 2005. The
Committee on Resources is marking up
H.R. 3824 today and is expected to file
its report with the House early next
week.

Any Member wishing to offer an
amendment should submit 55 copies of
the amendment and one copy of a brief
explanation of the amendment to the
Committee on Rules in room H-312 of
the Capitol by 10 a.m. on Wednesday,
September 28. Members should draft
their amendments to the text of the
bill as ordered reported by the Com-
mittee on Resources, which should be
available on the Web sites of the Com-
mittee on Resources and the Com-
mittee on Rules by 2 p.m. on Monday,
September 26.

Members should use the Office of
Legislative Counsel to ensure that
their amendments are drafted in the
most appropriate format. Members are
also advised to check with the Office of
the Parliamentarian to be certain their
amendments comply with the rules of
the House.

————
LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the chief deputy whip for the purpose
of ascertaining the schedule for the fol-
lowing week.

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Maryland for
yielding.

Mr. Speaker, the House will convene
on Tuesday at 12:30 p.m. for morning
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hour and at 2 p.m. for legislative busi-
ness. We will consider several measures
under suspension of the rules. A final
list of those bills will be sent to Mem-
bers’ offices by the end of the week.
Any votes called on these measures
will be rolled until 6:30 p.m.

On Wednesday and Thursday, the
House will consider additional legisla-
tion under suspension of the rules as
well as two measures under a rule: the
Endangered Species Recovery Act of
2005; and H.R. 3402, the Department of
Justice Appropriations Authorization
Act.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the chief deputy whip for that informa-
tion.

If T could call the gentleman’s atten-
tion to October. Clearly, the first two
weeks in October, as we all know, have
a number of holidays, including Colum-
bus Day holiday, which have impacted
the schedule. It has been announced
that we will not have votes the second
week of October; but we still do not
have, as I understand it, a clear picture
of the first week of October.

We have a number of Members from
the west coast who indicate that they
will not be able to travel on Wednes-
day. There has been some discussion
about possibly meeting Thursday and
Friday. Could the gentleman give me
his thoughts or the thoughts of the ma-
jority with reference to that particular
week, particularly as it relates to
Wednesday which, as the gentleman
probably knows as well as any of us, is
a problem for some of our Members. I
yield to my friend.

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Maryland for
yielding. We do plan to be in session
that first week of October, the week of
October 3, after the Rosh Hashana holi-
day. We would expect to have legisla-
tive business on both Thursday and
Friday of that week.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming
my time, let me ask the gentleman, if
we are in session on Thursday, again,
because many of our Members will not
be able to travel on Wednesday, would
I be correct in assuming that votes
would be delayed until 6:30, as they
usually are on a travel day? I yield to
my friend.

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I would
just say to the gentleman that votes
will be delayed until the Members have
adequate time to return for those who
live on the west coast.

Mr. HOYER. Would that be 6:30? I
hate to press the point; but, obviously,
Members, for purposes of planning and
travel and reservations, need to have
pretty precise knowledge of when they
have to be back here for votes. I yield
to my friend.

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I cannot
tell my friend from Maryland that
votes will be at 6:30. All I can say is
there will be adequate time for folks on
the west coast to be back here in Wash-
ington on Thursday for the votes that
will be called. I would say further that
we will be checking flights to ensure
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that Members will be back in time for
the votes.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for that information
and for that concern. I think that
would be appropriate.

Might I suggest that by next week we
have some more precise advice in
terms of time so Members can plan ac-
cordingly.

Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman
for that suggestion.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, there was
thought that we might meet tomorrow;
that is obviously not happening. It is
my understanding Friday is on the
schedule for next week. Can the gen-
tleman tell me how likely it would be
that Friday, while there for contin-
gencies, the likelihood of our meeting
on Friday? Does the gentleman have
any thought on that? I yield to my
friend.

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding. I would
also note that the end of the fiscal year
is next Friday. That looming date
could lead to a flurry of appropriations
activity; and, therefore, Members
should expect the House to be in ses-
sion next Friday.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming
my time, given that assumption, can
the gentleman tell me when he would
expect to have on the floor a con-
tinuing resolution, in light of the fact
we clearly will not have passed most of
the appropriations bills prior to the
end of the fiscal year? I yield to my
friend.

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I would
say to the gentleman that I do not be-
lieve that the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations has com-
pleted his consultations or made his
decisions on the specifics of the legisla-
tion that we would need to pass next
week to continue Federal programs
after September 30, so I really cannot
get into any more detail than that, be-
cause I do not think the chairman has
completed his discussions.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming
my time, if am I to understand about
the discussions then as to what would
be in the CR, the advice I would have,
for whatever it might be worth, is that
we try to consider it prior to Friday, in
light of the fact that Friday is the last
day, and if a glitch occurs, for what-
ever reasons, I would hope that the ma-
jority would bring a CR to the floor ei-
ther Wednesday or Thursday, so that if
we have a problem that we may be able
to deal with that either Thursday or
Friday.

But if we have not considered it until
Friday and a glitch occurs, we are
going to be in a bad spot with reference
to the end of the fiscal year and the
lack of funding authority for many
agencies at that point.

I do not know whether the gentleman
wants to comment on that or not, but
I yield to him if he does.

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for that suggestion, and
it will be duly noted.
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