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sleeping American public. She deserves
a great deal of credit for her tireless
campaign against the Bush administra-
tion’s lies and abuses which have gov-
erned the war in Iraq from the very be-
ginning. Her campaign awakened the
American people to realize just how
awful this war truly is.

This weekend over 300,000 Americans,
and I know it was more than 100,000 as
reported by the press because I was
there, over 300,000 Americans dem-
onstrated the same resolve as Cindy
Sheehan by showing up in force at a
rally in Washington, D.C. It was one of
the first times since the 1970s that so
many people had descended on the Na-
tion’s capital to protest a war.

If strength of numbers demonstrates
the injustice of a particular policy,
then the thousands who participated in
Saturday’s march depicted the wrong-
ness of the Iraq war.

Most Americans know that the war
in Iraq is not increasing our national
security, that by continuing to fight an
unwinnable war the President is ensur-
ing our national insecurity.

Most Americans know that the Bush
administration had no plan for how to
conduct the war. They had no plan for
securing the country once Saddam was
deposed; and now they have no plan for
ending the war.

Most Americans know the terror and
chaos that plague Iraq cannot be re-
solved simply by staying the course. 1
am sure the families of the 2,000 Amer-
ican soldiers and countless thousands
of innocent Iraqi civilians killed in this
war would argue that the last 2-plus
years of fighting have not brought
much stability to Iraq or to their lives.

Let us not forget about the thou-
sands of American soldiers who were
not killed in Iraq, but whose lives will
nonetheless be changed forever as a re-
sult of injuries sustained during the
war: arms and legs lost, shrapnel
wounds cutting into every body part,
emotional trauma. How will these
wounds ever heal?

The thousands of Americans who
bravely serve in our Nation’s military
deserve better. In fact, all Americans
deserve better. They deserve better
than an endless war that is slowly
draining our national coffers. They de-
serve better than $9 billion of congres-
sionally appropriated funds being lost;
$9 billion lost. That is really pretty
hard to imagine. Lost under the Coali-
tion Provisional Authority’s watch, or
the new $1 billion that has gone miss-
ing to the Iraqi Government, U.S.
money intended for training of Iraqi se-
curity forces.

While the Bush administration is
failing the American people through its
foreign policies, they are also neglect-
ing priorities at home. Just take the
recent hurricanes that have bombarded
the southeastern United States over
the past month.

If anything, Katrina and Rita have
demonstrated just how skewed our na-
tional priorities have become. The Fed-
eral Government failed to assist thou-
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sands of Americans, mostly poor, most-
ly underprivileged, mostly African
American during their great time of
need.

What we need now is an independent
commission to investigate how the
hurricane response was botched so
badly. Unfortunately, the Bush admin-
istration’s response to the failures at
home is just like his response given to
its failures in Iraq: deflection and mis-
direction of any blame whatsoever.

President Bush has announced that
he will establish a partisan, congres-
sionally appointed oversight com-
mittee; but that is not what the Amer-
ican people need. That is not what the
American people deserve. We need an
impartial, independent commission to
get to the bottom of why the National
Guard was in Iraqg and not in the
United States to protect its citizens.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that we need
a drastic change in policies, both at
home and in Iraq. The American people
know when they are being lied to, when
they are being misled.

It is time that Congress started doing
what it was created to do: represent
the will of the American people, rescue
victims of natural disasters, and rescue
our troops by bringing them home.

———

REPUBLICAN COMMITMENT TO
THE VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOsS-
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
this evening, many of my colleagues,
with the gentlewoman from Florida
(Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE), who will be
our leader, will be rising tonight on the
floor to speak in strong support of the
reauthorization of the Violence
Against Women Act.

Violence against women is a horrific
epidemic that continues to plague our
world; and as a wife, as a mother, and
a female Member of Congress, I realize
the profound responsibility that all of
us have to work together with our col-
leagues to pass legislation that would
speak to the very heart of each and
every woman.

As a result, thanks to the leadership
of the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
GINNY BROWN-WAITE), we have consist-
ently supported legislation that pro-
tects women from the grave attacks on
human rights that they face.
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It is vital to understand that to pro-
mote the welfare of women is also to
support the subsistence of mankind.

Domestic violence is not just a wom-
an’s issue. It is a national issue that
demands our utmost attention and it
demands to be a priority. Legislation
passed in 1994 and reauthorized in the
year 2000 will expire on September 30 of
this year, crippling the fight to protect
women from domestic abuse. The pro-
grams funded by the Violence Against
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Women Act have had a profound im-
pact on many women who are victims
of domestic violence, dating violence,
sexual assault, and stalking.

Sexual violence in our colleges and
universities has reached epidemic pro-
portions. It is appalling to imagine
that when our precious children go to
school to learn they are at risk for vio-
lence. This bill would provide addi-
tional funding for the training of cam-
pus law enforcement and campus judi-
cial boards so that universities can
focus on the critical task of educating
our students.

Violence against women creates sig-
nificant barriers to equity for women.
The Violence Against Women Act
would authorize critical programs and
develop new services that respond to
the needs of our communities. This bill
recognizes the importance of coopera-
tion between local law enforcement
agencies and the courts and court-re-
lated personnel.

Violence against women cuts across
racial and ethnic lines. In fact, minor-
ity women often face additional hard-
ships which could in turn delay the
healing process. Therefore, effective
community developed programs that
incorporate culturally specific services
can break down some of these barriers
that often isolate survivors. This bill
provides support to local law enforce-
ment, prosecutors, and to victim as-
sistance programs to both stop vio-
lence against women and help the sur-
vivors so that they can start a new life.

We have to continue to work to-
gether to ensure that a culture of
equality is cultivated, where the wom-
an’s role is increasingly recognized
within society. Women make an indis-
pensable contribution to the growth of
our culture and their extraordinary
presence permeates every aspect of our
society. Without the contribution of
women, society is less alive, culturally
impoverished, and peace is made less
stable.

As Vice Chair of the bipartisan Con-
gressional Women’s Caucus, I have con-
sistently fought to protect women from
domestic and sexual abuse, and I am so
glad that we are joined not only by my
colleague, the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida (Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE), but the
gentlewoman from West Virginia (Mrs.
CAPITO), who has been a leader in our
women’s caucus on this issue.

So we are talking about American
women here, not Republican women,
not Democrat women, but American
women. The Violence Against Women
Act is too important an issue for it to
be left to partisan politics.

———

FEDERAL RESPONSE TO ENERGY
EMERGENCIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PoOE). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. STUPAK) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, in the
wake of Hurricane Katrina and Rita,
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