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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. 
The Reverend Kevin Gormley, Pas-

tor, St. Peter Church, Marshall, Mis-
souri, offered the following prayer: 

God, Creator of all life, we bow our 
heads and ask Your guidance to carry 
out the awesome responsibilities we 
have before us. May we be at peace 
among ourselves and at peace individ-
ually with the decisions we have made. 
As we serve here in the hallowed 
House, keep us aware that we have our 
family house demanding our time and 
attention. 

We celebrate the 60th year since the 
end of World War II. President Harry S 
Truman, from my great State of Mis-
souri, had to make tough decisions at a 
difficult time in our country’s history. 
He started his presidency by making 
the prayer of Solomon his own prayer: 

‘‘God, give me the wisdom I need to 
rule Your people with justice and to 
know the difference between good and 
evil. Otherwise, how can I lead this 
great people of Yours?’’ 

Father, may we who are leaders and 
all the leaders in this great Nation 
turn to You for guidance and listen to 
Your response as we seek a lasting 
peace in our troubled world. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Nebraska (Mr. TERRY) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. TERRY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed bills of the 
following titles in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested: 

S. 1235. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to extend the availability of 
$400,000 in life insurance coverage to 
servicemembers and veterans, to make a 
stillborn child an insurable dependent for 
purposes of the Servicemembers’ Group Life 
Insurance program, to make technical cor-
rections to the Veterans Benefits Improve-
ment Act of 2004, to make permanent a pilot 
program for direct housing loans for Native 
American veterans, and to require an annual 
plan on outreach activities of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. 

S. 1786. An act to authorize the Secretary 
of Transportation to make emergency air-
port improvement project grants-in-aid 
under title 49, United States Code, for re-
pairs and costs related to damage from Hur-
ricanes Katrina and Rita. 

f 

INTRODUCING THE REVEREND 
FATHER KEVIN GORMLEY 

(Mr. SKELTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
privilege today to introduce to my 
House colleagues our guest chaplain, 
Father Kevin Gormley, pastor of the 
St. Peter Catholic Church in Marshall, 
Missouri. Father Gormley was born in 
Ireland and studied for the priesthood 
at All Hallows College and Seminary in 
Dublin. Following his ordination in 
1964, Father Gormley came to the 
United States. Since that time, he has 
spent 41 years serving in the parishes 
of Central Missouri where he is widely 
known, highly respected, and very 
much loved. Father Gormley became 
an American citizen in 1975. In July, 
2000, he became the pastor of St. Peter 

Catholic Church in Marshall, Missouri 
where he currently serves and resides. 

Father Gormley also serves as pastor 
of Holy Family Church, Sweet Springs, 
Missouri, and as the administrator of 
St. Peter School. Father Gormley also 
serves the community as a member of 
the Ministry of Alliance and as the 
Catholic Chaplain for the Marshall 
Habitation Center. 

I thank Chaplain Coughlin for his 
kind invitation to Father Gormley to 
offer the opening prayer, and would 
like to thank Father Gormley for trav-
eling to our Nation’s capital to be with 
us today. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain five 1-minutes on each side. 

f 

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, these past 
few weeks have tested our Nation’s 
emergency response system, our com-
passion, and the Congress’ ability to 
set spending priorities. 

One thing is clear, Republicans are 
still the party of fiscal responsibility 
which has helped grow the economy 
and bolster jobs. In fact, over the past 
2 years, our Nation has created mil-
lions of jobs, the unemployment level 
has dropped dramatically, and our 
economy has grown. 

Like families, we make tough deci-
sions. Over the past year, we termi-
nated 98 programs which will save tax-
payers over $4.3 billion. But given our 
new challenges, I am pleased that the 
House will exercise oversight of dis-
aster expenditures to ensure that the 
funds are being spent properly by im-
plementing several checks and bal-
ances: Sending investigators to the 
gulf to monitor disaster expenditures, 
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convening dozens of hearings to hear 
from officials at all levels of govern-
ment on how funds are utilized, and 
mandating weekly reports on expendi-
tures, and conducting audits and inves-
tigation on disaster assistance. 

While I hope we will do more to cut 
spending and provide accountability, 
we all know that the Democratic plan 
is simply to spend, spend, and spend 
some more. 

f 

EXPIRING MEDICARE PROGRAM 
NEEDS URGENT CONSIDERATION 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to bring to the attention of the House 
a matter that really needs urgent con-
sideration. There are 160,000 elderly 
and disabled Americans who depend on 
Medicare part B, a program called the 
QI program, qualified individual. That 
program is due to expire on Friday. 
That program, that benefit, pays Medi-
care part B benefits to people with in-
comes that are 120 percent to 135 per-
cent of the Federal poverty level. How 
that translates is that people who are 
making less than $1,092 per month as 
an individual or $1,459 per couple, they 
are due to lose their benefit which, for 
some people, would be almost 10 per-
cent of their income. The Medicare 
part B insurance program covers med-
ical services like physician service, lab 
service, durable medical equipment, 
outpatient and home health visits. We 
have a bipartisan bill sponsored by my-
self and the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
LATOURETTE), H.R. 3800. We have to act 
in the next 24 hours to save the finan-
cial condition for 160,000 elderly and 
disabled Americans. 

f 

ENERGY SECURITY 

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
over the past several years, we have all 
gained firsthand experience on the ef-
fects of America’s outdated energy sys-
tem with gas prices going up and down. 
Atlanta, my home, has seen gas prices 
anywhere from $3 to $6 a gallon. The 
results of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita 
show all of us how terribly dependent 
we are on foreign sources of oil. 

This is a large and complex issue and 
not a challenge easily solved. Our re-
cently adopted new national energy 
policy will put us on the right track, 
but more is needed. It is critical that 
we address some of the systemic fail-
ures that have kept us dependent on 
others for energy and kept us from ag-
gressively developing a reliable alter-
native source. While our economy ex-
panded over the past decades, our abil-
ity to refine oil actually decreased. 
Since 1981, we have lost over half of our 
refineries. The most dynamic Nation in 
the world has not built a new refinery 

in 25 years. We are more dependent now 
on foreign oil than ever before. 

We must move away from foreign 
fuel sources and move toward a solu-
tion that maximizes alternative fuel. 
Mr. Speaker, energy independence is 
not just energy security, it is national 
security. 

f 

MORE MONEY FOR GUARD 
EQUIPMENT NOW 

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, about 2 
years ago, I traveled to Fort Hood, 
Texas, to see my Guard unit before 
their deployment to Iraq. I was sur-
prised to see that they were using ra-
dios that their families had bought for 
them at a place called GI Joe’s, a good 
store in Oregon in the Northwest. But 
the point is they did not have the 
equipment they needed, they could not 
train on the equipment they were 
going to use in Iraq, and now it turns 
out that that equipment is not avail-
able in the United States of America to 
the National Guard. 

Yesterday, Lieutenant General Ste-
ven Blum, chief of the National Guard 
Bureau, said he has about 34 percent of 
what is needed for the National Guard 
for equipment for homeland security, 
for emergencies, disasters or terrorist 
attacks. Thirty-four percent. He has 
radios, he said, that cannot commu-
nicate with the Army radios because 
they are Korean War vintage radios. 
This is an embarrassment for this 
country. This administration must 
give the Guard the tools it needs. We 
don’t have to talk about a bigger role 
for the active duty military. We need 
to give the National Guard, who does 
not have problems with posse com-
itatus and other things, who performed 
admirably in this disaster, the tools 
they need for future disasters. 

More money for Guard equipment 
now. 

f 

HURRICANE SAFETY ON THE CAPE 
VINCENT AND CAPE VICTORY 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, as the howl-
ing winds and incessant rain from the 
‘‘Lady of the Gulf—Rita’’ moved closer 
to southeast Texas, 90 percent of the 
population in my district evacuated, 
but the first responders in Beaumont 
and other towns were worried about 
where to ride out the looming summer 
storm and potential floods. 

Docked in the Port of Beaumont were 
the Cape Vincent, helmed by Captain 
David Scott, and the sister ship Cape 
Victory, with Captain Kevin Brooks. 
These two massive vessels transport 
military cargo to Iraq and Afghani-
stan. 

The captains and the mayor, Guy 
Goodson, met briefly. The plan: Use the 
ships. The ships were loaded with first 

responders and police cars, fire trucks, 
ambulances, city dump trucks, front 
end loaders and even police helicopters. 
The expert ship crews coolly but quick-
ly took little time in safely securing 
our first responders and their equip-
ment. Tugs in the port operated during 
the howling hurricane winds to secure 
the ships. 

In this operation, there was no sense-
less red tape, no forms were filled out, 
no committees met, and no permission 
from bureaucrats was sought. The peo-
ple of Texas appreciate Captain Brooks 
and Captain Scott and their crews for, 
as we say in Texas, ‘‘Gittin’ ‘er done.’’ 

f 

GAMING INDUSTRY AND TAX 
BREAKS 

(Ms. BERKLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, when 
Hurricane Katrina hit the gulf coast, 
homes and businesses were destroyed 
and people were left with nothing. To 
help those in Louisiana and Mississippi 
return home and go back to work, the 
gulf coast region must be rebuilt. The 
gaming industry will invest billions of 
dollars as it rebuilds the gulf region, 
making it an essential part of restoring 
employment, economic growth and tax 
revenue. Congress must not withhold 
incentives to rebuild from any em-
ployer that provides good jobs and tax 
revenue if we want to revive the econ-
omy of this region. 

There is a movement in Congress led 
by the self-righteous anti-gaming po-
lice to single out the gaming industry 
and prohibit it from receiving needed 
tax incentives to rebuild. I did not see 
any Members of Congress, and cer-
tainly not FEMA officials, handing out 
paychecks to out-of-work employees in 
the gulf coast region. I did see CEOs of 
gaming companies standing there in 
the muck up to their ankles handing 
out checks to their employees. 

Contrary to the biased view of some, 
the gaming industry should be fairly 
and equally like any other business 
when Congress develops legislation to 
help rebuild this region. The gaming 
companies remain committed to the 
communities and the people in the af-
fected regions. 

f 

b 1015 

IMMIGRATION REFORM 
(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, we need 
comprehensive immigration reform. 
Specifically, we need reform to support 
those who enforce our laws, instead of 
rewarding those who break them. The 
United States may need a temporary 
worker program, but definitely not an 
amnesty program. Our immediate need 
is more border patrol agents and dili-
gent cooperation from local and State 
law enforcement agencies. 
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