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said FEMA spokesman Eugene Kinerney,
“need to consider long-term housing in areas
where there is available rental stock and
prospects for employment to take care of
other needs, such as food.” But some civic
and political leaders worry that the alter-
native—resettling storm victims—will lead
many to stay permanently in their host com-
munities, fundamentally changing the na-
ture and politics of Louisiana and possibly
beyond.

FEMA initially estimated that the homes
of 300,000 families were destroyed by Katrina
and that 200,000 of them will need govern-
ment help with housing but said only time
would reveal the true scope of need. The lack
of an effective strategy to manage the larg-
est displaced population of Americans in at
least 60 years has touched off a furious pol-
icy debate. ‘“The big picture is . . . everyone
who has some scheme for how people should
live is now living vicariously through the op-
portunity New Orleans offers’” of a blank
slate, said Ronald D. Utt, senior researcher
at the Heritage Foundation. ‘‘All this push
and pull is happening, and all of which can
be lumped in with some notion of social en-
gineering.” Policy think tanks from the
Brookings Institution on the left to Heritage
on the right have criticized FEMA for rely-
ing on trailers as it traditionally does for
hurricane victims, saying Katrina’s scale
overwhelms that solution. By contrast, they
say vouchers provide more choices to indi-
viduals, reduce the need for building public
housing and take advantage of existing hous-
ing stock.

In a joint statement last week, Senate Mi-
nority Leader Harry M. Reid (D-Nev.) and
House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-
Calif.) criticized how long it took the Bush
administration to implement its wvoucher
program. ‘It wasn’t until nearly one month
after the disaster struck that the Bush Ad-
ministration finally announced it would
begin to provide rent payments to families
displaced by the storm,” as Democrats
urged, they said. Under the FEMA housing
assistance plan, families that remain eligible
can get as much as 18 months of cash assist-
ance for a maximum of $14,148, but the
money would count against a cap of $26,200
per family that Congress has set for FEMA
to give in cash, rental assistance and home
repairs.

Even before FEMA announced the pro-
gram, Sen. Paul S. Sarbanes (D-Md.) pushed
a plan through the Senate last month to pro-
vide $3.5 billion in housing vouchers to
350,000 Katrina-displaced families. On Friday,
Sarbanes called on Bush to transfer control
of housing assistance from FEMA to the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment. ‘“The scope of this disaster calls for
changes in how we think about disaster as-
sistance,” Sarbanes wrote the White House.
‘“Hundreds of thousands of people may need
housing assistance for 18 months or even
longer. We cannot rely on FEMA, an emer-
gency response agency, to provide on-going
housing assistance to this large number of
families,”” he said, citing HUD’s ‘‘experience,
staff and infrastructure.”

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BAKER. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise to respond to
the concerns raised by the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS)
with regard to the forward-looking pic-
ture of housing needs in not only the
disaster-stricken area but across the
Nation, but particularly in the Hurri-
cane Katrina area which I was fortu-
nate to be adjacent to and not a part
of.
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It is certainly clear that a new hous-
ing vision is required. Much attention
has been given to the city of New Orle-
ans where damage was significant.
Much attention, however, has not been
given to areas north and south of the
city, whether it is St. Bernard Parish
or St. Tammany. In St. Tammany, the
wind damage was extensive. Acres upon
acres of large trees were blown down
across streets, across houses. The dam-
age was difficult to believe.

In St. Bernard Parish where the
flooding left 9 to 14 feet of water in
houses for periods up to 2 weeks, it is
tragic to think what people will dis-
cover when they are finally able to re-
visit their neighborhoods. Certainly
normal government strategies will not
work in the face of such tragedy.

At the direction of the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. OXLEY) and working
with the administration, the President,
Secretary Snow and Secretary Jack-
son, we will have a plan to consider in
the House of Representatives that will
be different and unique. We have the
capability to address this problem that
we have never addressed before with a
response that has never been proposed
before. We hope to have such legisla-
tion before the break next week; but if
not, immediately upon our return.

I look forward to working with the
Members on the other side of the aisle
and all Members from the affected
areas. We understand that the needs
are great, and the needs will not be
met in one year or two. This is going to
be a decades-long remedy requiring the
patience of the Congress and the con-
tinuing generosity of all Americans.

None of us could foresee the scope of
devastation. None of us would wish this
on any place in the world; but it has
happened and there are people who are
living in shelters without resources,
without futures, not knowing what to-
morrow will bring. We have a high obli-
gation to respond, and the Members of
the Louisiana delegation fully intend
to do their best in meeting this need.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. BAKER) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 3894, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

————
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BAKER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
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may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 38%4.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana?

There was no objection.

RURAL HOUSING HURRICANE
RELIEF ACT OF 2005

Mr. BAKER. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3895) to amend title V of the
Housing Act of 1949 to provide rural
housing assistance to families affected
by Hurricane Katrina, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3895

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Rural Hous-
ing Hurricane Relief Act of 2005”".

SEC. 2. DISASTER AUTHORITY.

Section 541 of the Housing Act of 1949 (42
U.S.C. 1490q) is amended to read as follows:
“SEC. 541. DISASTER ASSISTANCE.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of this title, the Secretary
may exercise any authority described in sub-
section (b) with respect to the counties des-
ignated as disaster areas pursuant to the
declaration by the President of a major dis-
aster or emergency under the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.) in connection
with Hurricane Katrina or Hurricane Rita,
and the counties contiguous to such coun-
ties, and for any individuals who resided in
such counties at the time of the disaster.

‘“(b) SPECIAL AUTHORITIES.—The authori-
ties described in this subsection are as fol-
lows:

(1) CONVERSION OF RENTAL ASSISTANCE.—
The Secretary may convert rental assistance
under section 521 allocated for a property
that is not inhabitable because of the dis-
aster into

““(A) housing voucher assistance authorized
under section 8(o) of the United States Hous-
ing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f(0)); or

‘(B) rural housing vouchers authorized
under this title.

Any conversion and use of rental assistance
pursuant to this paragraph shall apply only
for the period described in subsection (c) or
a portion thereof, as determined by the Sec-
retary.

‘“(2) WAIVER OF RURAL AREA REQUIRE-
MENTS.—The Secretary may, for the period
described in subsection (c¢c) or any portion
thereof, waive the application of the provi-
sions of section 520 with respect to assist-
ance provided under this section, as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate.

‘‘(c) DURATION OF AUTHORITY.—The period
described in this subsection is the 6-month
period that begins upon the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

‘“(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
In addition to funds otherwise available to
carry out this section, there are authorized
to be appropriated such sums as may be nec-
essary to carry out, during the period de-
scribed in subsection (c¢), this section or any
other activity authorized under this title.”.
SEC. 3. RURAL HOUSING VOUCHER AUTHORITY.

During the 6-month period beginning on
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Agriculture may exercise the
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