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time and passed, the motions to recon-
sider be laid upon the table, and that
any statements relating to the bill be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 2142) was agreed
to, as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘State High
Risk Pool Funding Extension Act of 2005”".
SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF FUNDING FOR OPERATION

OF STATE HIGH RISK HEALTH IN-
SURANCE POOLS.

Section 2745 of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 300gg—45) is amended to read as
follows:

“SEC. 2745. RELIEF FOR HIGH RISK POOLS.

‘(a) SEED GRANTS TO STATES.—The Sec-
retary shall provide from the funds appro-
priated under subsection (d)(1)(A) a grant of
up to $1,000,000 to each State that has not
created a qualified high risk pool as of the
date of enactment of the State High Risk
Pool Funding Extension Act of 2005 for the
State’s costs of creation and initial oper-
ation of such a pool.

““(b) GRANTS FOR OPERATIONAL LOSSES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a State
that has established a qualified high risk
pool that—

““(A) restricts premiums charged under the
pool to no more than 200 percent of the pre-
mium for applicable standard risk rates;

‘“(B) offers a choice of two or more cov-
erage options through the pool; and

“(C) has in effect a mechanism reasonably
designed to ensure continued funding of
losses incurred by the State in connection
with operation of the pool after the end of
the last fiscal year for which a grant is pro-
vided under this paragraph;

the Secretary shall provide, from the funds
appropriated under paragraphs (1)(B)(i) and
(2)(A) of subsection (d) and allotted to the
State under paragraph (2), a grant for the
losses incurred by the State in connection
with the operation of the pool.

‘(2) ALLOTMENT.—Subject to paragraph (4),
the amounts appropriated under paragraphs
(1)(B)(1) and (2)(A) of subsection (d) for a fis-
cal year shall be allotted and made available
to the States (or the entities that operate
the high risk pool under applicable State
law) that qualify for a grant under paragraph
(1) as follows:

““(A) An amount equal to 40 percent of such
appropriated amount for the fiscal year shall
be allotted in equal amounts to each quali-
fying State that is one of the 50 States or the
District of Columbia and that applies for a
grant under this subsection.

“(B) An amount equal to 30 percent of such
appropriated amount for the fiscal year shall
be allotted among qualifying States that
apply for such a grant so that the amount al-
lotted to such a State bears the same ratio
to such appropriated amount as the number
of uninsured individuals in the State bears
to the total number of uninsured individuals
(as determined by the Secretary) in all quali-
fying States that so apply.

“(C) An amount equal to 30 percent of such
appropriated amount for the fiscal year shall
be allotted among qualifying States that
apply for such a grant so that the amount al-
lotted to a State bears the same ratio to
such appropriated amount as the number of
individuals enrolled in health care coverage
through the qualified high risk pool of the
State bears to the total number of individ-
uals so enrolled through qualified high risk
pools (as determined by the Secretary) in all
qualifying States that so apply.
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‘“(3) SPECIAL RULE FOR POOLS CHARGING
HIGHER PREMIUMS.—In the case of a qualified
high risk pool of a State which charges pre-
miums that exceed 150 percent of the pre-
mium for applicable standard risks, the
State shall use at least 50 percent of the
amount of the grant provided to the State to
carry out this subsection to reduce pre-
miums for enrollees.

‘(4) LIMITATION FOR TERRITORIES.—In no
case shall the aggregate amount allotted and
made available under paragraph (2) for a fis-
cal year to States that are not the 50 States
or the District of Columbia exceed $1,000,000.

‘“(c) BONUS GRANTS FOR SUPPLEMENTAL
CONSUMER BENEFITS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a State
that is one of the 50 States or the District of
Columbia, that has established a qualified
high risk pool, and that is receiving a grant
under subsection (b)(1), the Secretary shall
provide, from the funds appropriated under
paragraphs (1)(B)(ii) and (2)(B) of subsection
(d) and allotted to the State under paragraph
(3), a grant to be used to provide supple-
mental consumer benefits to enrollees or po-
tential enrollees (or defined subsets of such
enrollees or potential enrollees) in qualified
high risk pools.

‘“(2) BENEFITS.—A State shall use amounts
received under a grant under this subsection
to provide one or more of the following bene-
fits:

‘‘(A) Low-income premium subsidies.

‘(B) A reduction in premium trends, actual
premiums, or other cost-sharing require-
ments.

‘(C) An expansion or broadening of the
pool of individuals eligible for coverage, such
as through eliminating waiting lists, in-
creasing enrollment caps, or providing flexi-
bility in enrollment rules.

‘(D) Less stringent rules, or additional
waiver authority, with respect to coverage of
pre-existing conditions.

‘‘(E) Increased benefits.

‘“(F) The establishment of disease manage-
ment programs.

“(3) ALLOTMENT; LIMITATION.—The Sec-
retary shall allot funds appropriated under
paragraphs (1)(B)(ii) and (2)(B) of subsection
(d) among States qualifying for a grant
under paragraph (1) in a manner specified by
the Secretary, but in no case shall the
amount so allotted to a State for a fiscal
year exceed 10 percent of the funds so appro-
priated for the fiscal year.

‘(4) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this subsection shall be construed to prohibit
a State that, on the date of the enactment of
the State High Risk Pool Funding Extension
Act of 2005, is in the process of implementing
a program to provide benefits of the type de-
scribed in paragraph (2), from being eligible
for a grant under this subsection.

“(d) FUNDING.—

‘(1) APPROPRIATION FOR FISCAL YEAR 2006.—
There are authorized to be appropriated and
there are appropriated for fiscal year 2006—

‘“(A) $15,000,000 to carry out subsection (a);
and

‘“(B) $75,000,000, of which, subject to para-
graph (4)—

‘(i) two-thirds of the amount appropriated
shall be made available for allotments under
subsection (b)(2); and

‘(i) one-third of the amount appropriated
shall be made available for allotments under
subsection (c)(3).

““(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR
FISCAL YEARS 2007 THROUGH 2010.—There are
authorized to be appropriated $75,000,000 for
each of fiscal years 2007 through 2010, of
which, subject to paragraph (4)—

“(A) two-thirds of the amount appro-
priated for a fiscal year shall be made avail-
able for allotments under subsection (b)(2);
and
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‘(B) one-third of the amount appropriated
for a fiscal year shall be made available for
allotments under subsection (c)(3).

“(3) AVAILABILITY.—Funds appropriated for
purposes of carrying out this section for a
fiscal year shall remain available for obliga-
tion through the end of the following fiscal
year.

‘‘(4) REALLOTMENT.—If, on June 30 of each
fiscal year for which funds are appropriated
under paragraph (1)(B) or (2), the Secretary
determines that all the amounts so appro-
priated are not allotted or otherwise made
available to States, such remaining amounts
shall be allotted and made available under
subsection (b) among States receiving grants
under subsection (b) for the fiscal year based
upon the allotment formula specified in such
subsection.

‘(6) NO ENTITLEMENT.—Nothing in this sec-
tion shall be construed as providing a State
with an entitlement to a grant under this
section.

‘‘(e) APPLICATIONS.—To be eligible for a
grant under this section, a State shall sub-
mit to the Secretary an application at such
time, in such manner, and containing such
information as the Secretary may require.

‘“(f) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Secretary shall
submit to Congress an annual report on
grants provided under this section. Each
such report shall include information on the
distribution of such grants among States and
the use of grant funds by States.

‘‘(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) QUALIFIED HIGH RISK POOL.—

“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified high
risk pool’ has the meaning given such term
in section 2744(c)(2), except that a State may
elect to meet the requirement of subpara-
graph (A) of such section (insofar as it re-
quires the provision of coverage to all eligi-
ble individuals) through providing for the en-
rollment of eligible individuals through an
acceptable alternative mechanism (as de-
fined for purposes of section 2744) that in-
cludes a high risk pool as a component.

‘“(2) STANDARD RISK RATE.—The
‘standard risk rate’ means a rate—

‘“(A) determined under the State high risk
pool by considering the premium rates
charged by other health insurers offering
health insurance coverage to individuals in
the insurance market served;

‘““(B) that is established using reasonable
actuarial techniques; and

‘“(C) that reflects anticipated claims expe-
rience and expenses for the coverage in-
volved.

‘“(8) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means any of
the 50 States and the District of Columbia
and includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands,
Guam, American Samoa, and the Northern
Mariana Islands.”.

The bill (H. R. 3204), as amended, was
read the third time and passed.

term

——————

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, OCTOBER
20, 2005

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 9:30 a.m. on Thursday,
October 20. I further ask that following
the prayer and pledge, the morning
hour be deemed expired, the Journal of
proceedings be approved to date, the
time for the two leaders be reserved,
and the Senate then resume consider-
ation of H.R. 3058, the Transportation-
Treasury appropriations bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.



October 19, 2005

PROGRAM

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, we
have made substantial progress on the
bill today. Tomorrow morning, when
we return to the bill, we have several
Senators prepared to offer amend-
ments. I hope that we can debate and
vote on those amendments with rea-
sonable time agreements. There is a
chance we can finish this bill tomorrow
night, and the majority leader has indi-
cated that if we wrap up the Transpor-
tation-Treasury bill tomorrow evening,
we will not be voting on Friday. If we
are able to do that, he will move on
Friday to another bill, and we will not
be having votes that day. Hopefully,
that will be adequate incentive for all
of us to finish our work on this par-
ticular bill no later than tomorrow
night.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.

TOMORROW

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-

fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate stand in adjourn-
ment under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:55 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
October 20, 2005, at 9:30 a.m.

————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate October 19, 2005:
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ANNE W. PATTERSON, OF VIRGINIA, A CAREER MEMBER
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF CAREER
MINISTER, TO BE AN ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE
(INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT
AFFAIRS), VICE ROBERT B. CHARLES.

IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be general
LT. GEN. LANCE L. SMITH, 0000
IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR REGULAR AP-
POINTMENT IN THE GRADES INDICATED AS CHAPLAINS
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C.,
SECTIONS 531 AND 3064:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

To be colonel
GARY L. GROSS, 0000

To be lieutenant colonel

NEAL J. BUCKON, 0000
MICHAEL J. CERRONE, 0000
FRANK R. SPENCER, 0000
VALERIE B. STJOHN, 0000
GARY R. STUDNIEWSKI, 0000
AVI S. WEIS, 0000

To be major

MARK N. AWDYKOWYZ, 0000
RICHARD J. BENDORF, 0000
JAMES R. BOULWARE, 0000
GARY W. BRAGG, 0000

JOEY T. BYRD, 0000

JOHN L. CONGDON, 0000
DOUGLAS C. FENTON, 0000
MICHAEL L. FRAILEY, 0000
RICHARD P. GRAVES, 0000
DAVID S. HARSDORF, 0000
JOSE G. HERRERA, 0000
TIMOTHY L. HUBBS, 0000
CARLOS C. HUERTA, 0000
PAUL K. HURLEY, 0000
DANIEL C. HUSSEY, 0000
JERALD P. JACOBS, 0000
STEVEN R. JERLES, 0000
EDWARD D. NORTHROP, 0000
JAMES E. ONEAL, 0000
MATTHEW P. PAWLIKOWSKI, 0000
PEKOLA F. ROBERTS, 0000
ADGER S. TURNER, 0000
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