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to be sure that we can detain every-
body who comes into this country ille-
gally and we catch who is not Mexican 
and be able to send those people back 
to where they came from because those 
people may be a significant threat to 
us as a nation. 

We are making progress. The Con-
gress and the President have made a 
commitment to significantly increase 
our capacity to protect our borders. We 
recognize that there is a porousness 
among our borders, and we have 
stepped up, in an attempt to try to ad-
dress that, by dramatically expanding 
the resources we are putting on the 
borders and dramatically expanding 
the support facilities for those border 
agents who are there. 

There are other issues that we still 
need to address: Specifically, our com-
puter capability as to how we track 
legal people who come into the country 
and our capacity to have the various 
computer systems which are able to 
track people—the FBI system at IAFIS 
and the US–VISIT system set up by 
Customs and Immigration—be able to 
communicate in a way which makes it 
possible for us to identify somebody 
coming into this country who might 
have a criminal record or for purposes 
which we believe could harm our Na-
tion or individuals in our Nation. 

There is a long way to go in that 
area. We intend to continue to focus a 
great deal of energy and resources on 
that also. I intend to hold hearings spe-
cifically on that point because I am 
very concerned about it. This bill, 
which passed the Senate and passed the 
House and was signed by the President 
this week, called the Homeland Secu-
rity appropriations bill, was a signifi-
cant step in the right direction toward 
making our borders more secure. It is a 
step which should be acknowledged 
and, therefore, I wanted to come to the 
floor to note it again. 

I thank the Chair and the Senator 
from Michigan for her courtesy. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. MUR-

KOWSKI). Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

TRANSPORTATION, TREASURY, 
THE JUDICIARY, HOUSING AND 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2006 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 3058, which 
the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 3058) making appropriations 

for the Departments of Transportation, 
Treasury, and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, the Judiciary, District of Columbia, 
and independent agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2006, and for other pur-
poses. 

Pending: 
Reed amendment No. 2077, to provide for 

appropriations for the Low-Income Home En-
ergy Assistance Program. 

Dorgan amendment No. 2133, to restrict en-
forcement of the Cuban Assets Control Regu-
lations with respect to travel to Cuba. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri. 

Mr. BOND. Madam President, my col-
league from Michigan has an amend-
ment that is a good amendment. Let 
me say that my colleague from Wash-
ington, Senator MURRAY, and I are hop-
ing to finish business today. I know 
there are a number of amendments out 
there that people wish to bring up. We 
have been able to accept a significant 
number of them. If you have an amend-
ment pending, please come down this 
morning and talk to us. I hope we will 
stay around however long it takes to 
finish up all of these matters and have 
a final vote. This bill has to go to con-
ference, if we are to provide 2006 appro-
priations for the very important agen-
cies covered by this legislation. This is 
going to be a difficult bill to con-
ference, and we must have this bill fin-
ished, ready for the floor, I would hope 
before the end of this month so that 
they can get out from under a con-
tinuing resolution. But we must get it 
finished before Thanksgiving. It is vi-
tally important. I urge Members to 
come to the floor. If they don’t want to 
act on all of their amendments, that 
will be fine with us. We need to get this 
bill finished. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE HOUSTON ASTROS 
On a personal note, I conclude by 

saying our congratulations to the 
Houston Astros, who are a magnificent 
team. They did well. We are looking 
forward to a great battle between them 
and the White Sox, a central time zone 
World Series which many of us in the 
heartland think is going to be good. 
The St. Louis Cardinals were magnifi-
cent for over 100 games. But Busch Sta-
dium, twice now, has failed us in Octo-
ber. We are going forward today, blow-
ing up the stadium, and I wish I were 
there to participate. But I wish my col-
leagues the best, and we are ready to 
go. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2149 
Ms. STABENOW. Madam President, I 

send an amendment to the desk and 
ask for its immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, the pending amendments are 
set aside. The clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from Michigan [Ms. 

STABENOW] proposes an amendment num-
bered 2149. 

Ms. STABENOW. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that reading of 
the amendment be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: To provide resources to the Admin-

istration so that the Administration can 
enforce existing trade agreements and obli-
gations related to trade violations involv-
ing currency manipulation, counterfeiting 
of manufactured products, and pirating of 
intellectual property) 
On page 277, line 18, strike ‘‘activities;’’ 

and insert the following: ‘‘activities; pursu-

ant to section 3004(b) of the Exchange Rates 
and International Economic Policy Coordi-
nation Act of 1988 (22 U.S.C. 5304(b)), not to 
exceed $1,000,000 is for the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in conjunction with the President, 
to implement said subsection as it pertains 
to Governments and trade violations involv-
ing currency manipulation and other trade 
violations;’’. 

Ms. STABENOW. Madam President, I 
rise to thank both our distinguished 
chairman of this subcommittee, Sen-
ator BOND, and distinguished ranking 
member, Senator MURRAY, for their 
leadership on this important bill and 
for their words of support for my 
amendment. 

This amendment addresses the need 
to make sure that we are enforcing our 
trade laws so that we have a level play-
ing field for businesses and workers in 
America with all of our trading part-
ners. It designates and authorizes a 
specific amount of money that would 
allow us to do that. 

In my home State of Michigan, this 
is absolutely critical for us right now, 
as we see all of the challenges in the 
international marketplace. We need to 
make sure that we are giving every 
business, every worker, a level playing 
field, and we are doing everything we 
can to enforce our trade laws so that 
we have the opportunity to be export-
ing our products and not our jobs. 

That should be the goal of all of us. 
I appreciate the fact that there is a 
willingness to support my amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri. 

Mr. BOND. Madam President, I thank 
my colleague from Michigan. We 
worked with her on her original 
amendment. I think this amendment is 
now a good amendment. Obviously, the 
objective is one that we all share, and 
I believe with this modification, the 
concept that my colleague has put 
forth is a good one. We are willing to 
accept it on this side. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, 
this amendment is acceptable on our 
side as well. We are ready to go forward 
at this time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to amendment 
No. 2149. 

The amendment (No. 2149) was agreed 
to. 

Mr. BOND. Madam President, I move 
to reconsider the vote. 

Mrs. MURRAY. I move to lay that 
motion on the table. 

The motion to lay on the table was 
agreed to. 

Ms. STABENOW. Madam President, 
if there is not someone else wishing to 
speak, I will expand on what is hap-
pening as it relates to Michigan now 
and why this is so important as an 
amendment. 

I thank colleagues for working with 
us and helping us to modify the amend-
ment and to accept it today. 

What is important for all of us, but 
particularly in Michigan now, as we 
are the heart and soul of manufac-
turing, is, as we see our President, our 
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