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ally, Israel, to be wiped off the map.
Unfortunately, these vile words are not
new, nor were they his own. He was
quoting Iran’s self-proclaimed enemy
of the United States and Israel, Aya-
tollah Khomeini. But perhaps even
more disturbing is a place you can find
those words written, on their Shahab-3
ballistic missile. These missiles have a
range of 1,260 miles and could easily
strike Israel.

Our Nation is blessed with a vibrant
Jewish constituency, and I value my
interaction with Jews in my district
and during the many trips I have made
to Israel. We can learn from the Jewish
people that when your enemy says he
is going to kill you, you better pay at-
tention.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to urge this
body to issue a sharp rebuke of the Ira-
nian President’s words. Further, we
should immediately consider proposals
to strengthen sanctions under the Iran
and Libya Sanctions Act of 1996 and
authorize the President to provide fi-
nancial and political assistance to pro-
democracy groups within Iran.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed a concur-
rent resolution of the following title in
which the concurrence of the House is
requested:

S. Con. Res. 61. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the remains of Rosa Parks to lie in
honor in the rotunda of the Capitol.

——
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WAIVING POINTS OF ORDER
AGAINST CONFERENCE REPORT
ON H.R. 2744, AGRICULTURE,
RURAL DEVELOPMENT, FOOD

AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION,
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2006

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 520 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 520

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider the
conference report to accompany the bill
(H.R. 2744) making appropriations for Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and Drug
Administration, and Related Agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2006, and
for other purposes. All points of order
against the conference report and against its
consideration are waived. The conference re-
port shall be considered as read.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TERRY). The gentleman from Florida
(Mr. PUTNAM) is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN),
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

(Mr. PUTNAM asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, House
Resolution 520 is a rule providing for
consideration of the conference report
on H.R. 2744, making appropriations for
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food
and Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2006.

According to the rule, all points of
order against the conference report and
against its consideration are waived.
The conference report shall be consid-
ered as read.

Mr. Speaker, today I am proud to
present for consideration the rule for
the conference report for agriculture
appropriations for fiscal year 2006. I
would 1like to commend Chairman
BONILLA, Chairman LEWIS, and the en-
tire Appropriations Committee for
their hard work this year. The congres-
sional budget is an important tool of
Congress, allowing us to establish our
priorities for the coming fiscal year.

The agriculture appropriations sub-
committee has reported out a bill that
provides important resources to ensure
that our Nation’s farmers and ranchers
remain competitive in the 21st century.
The legislation enhances our ability to
safeguard our food supply and address-
es the nutritional needs of children and
the most disadvantaged in our country.
The bill also works to maintain and
build fiscal discipline.

In total, the bill provides $17.1 billion
in discretionary resources. This level
represents an increase of $258 million,
only 1% percent over the fiscal year
2005-enacted level.

The bill continues our commitment
to protecting human health and safety.
In an effort to combat harmful pests
and disease that threaten American ag-
riculture, the Food Safety and Inspec-
tion Service is increased by $20 million
over last year for a total of $838 mil-
lion, an increase of $127 million above
the President’s request. And APHIS,
the Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service, activities are funded at $7
million above last year for a total of
$820 million.

I am pleased that the conference re-
port fulfills our commitments to im-
portant food and nutrition programs.
Child nutrition programs are funded at
$12.7 Dbillion, $879 million above last
yvear and $245 million above the Presi-
dent’s request. To provide quality nu-
trition for Women, Infants, and Chil-
dren, the WIC program is funded at $5.3
billion, $22 million more than last year.

In addition, the conference report
supports American farmers, ranchers,
and rural areas. The Farm Service
Agency salaries and expenses are fund-
ed at the President’s request of $1 bil-
lion, allowing the continued delivery of
farm and disaster programs. To unlock
much-needed advances in agricultural
research and allow American farmers
to have the tools necessary to continue
to produce a safe and wholesome, af-
fordable food supply, the Agricultural
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Research Service is funded at $1.266 bil-
lion.

USDA’s Conservation Observations
are increased by $72 million over the
President’s request, bringing 2006 fund-
ing to $840 million, an increase over
last year. This will allow farmers and
ranchers to achieve important con-
servation and environment goals, rec-
ognizing that farmers and ranchers are
the original environmentalists.

This appropriations bill is an exam-
ple of how Congress can attain fiscal
discipline and still fund our necessary
programs. The conference report on
H.R. 2744 funds programs over the
President’s budget request, increasing
funding in strategic areas, while main-
taining fiscal discipline. I am im-
pressed with the work of the conferees,
and I am certain the appropriations
process this year will serve as a model
of how we can achieve responsible and
responsive funding simultaneously.

Mr. Speaker, I represent a congres-
sional district in Florida that is among
the top in the Nation in production of
certain agricultural goods. And I want
to personally thank Chairman BONILLA
and Chairman LEWIS and the agri-
culture appropriations subcommittee
staff for their ongoing commitment to
the needs of Florida’s agriculture,
which has been ravaged now by a num-
ber of hurricanes over the past 2 years
and a number of invasive plants, pests,
and diseases.

I particularly thank Chairman
BoONILLA for his understanding and dili-
gence in fighting the spread of citrus
canker in the groves of my State. I
know that the people of Florida deeply
appreciate the subcommittee’s tireless
efforts to assist our State’s agriculture
economy.

I urge Members to support the rule
and the underlying conference report.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
PuTNAM) for yielding me the cus-
tomary 30 minutes, and I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, let me
begin by commending committee
Chairman LEWIS and subcommittee
Chairman Bonilla as well as committee
Ranking Member OBEY and sub-
committee Ranking Member DELAURO
for bringing a freestanding fiscal year
2006 agriculture appropriations con-
ference report to the floor today.

For the first time in several years,
the agriculture appropriations con-
ference report has not been folded into
an omnibus bill and is allowed to be
voted on up or down on its own merits.
Until this year, that has been a rare
accomplishment, and I believe our dis-
tinguished colleagues deserve to be
commended for their efforts.

Mr. Speaker, while I will support the
conference report, I do have some con-
cerns with the final conference report
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