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education, health, stability, and peace.
All must be looked at with the
freshness of new ideas and contem-
porary resources. But any attempt to
be free of the past is an unworthy illu-
sion, and any attempt to be free of the
future is a dangerous mistake. You tell
us, ‘“‘Sufficient for the day is the evil
thereof,”” both now and forever. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from Tennessee (Mrs.
BLACKBURN) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. BLACKBURN led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed with an
amendment in which the concurrence
of the House is requested, a bill of the
House of the following title:

H.R. 3010. An act making appropriations
for the Departments of Labor, Health and
Human Services, and Education, and Related
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2006, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate insists upon its amendment to
the bill (H.R. 3010) ‘““An Act making ap-
propriations for the Departments of
Labor, Health and Human Services,
and Education, and Related Agencies
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2006, and for other purposes,’” requests
a conference with the House on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses there-
on, and appoints Mr. SPECTER, Mr.
COCHRAN, Mr. GREGG, Mr. CRAIG, Mrs.
HUTCHISON, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. DEWINE,
Mr. SHELBY, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. HARKIN,
Mr. INOUYE, Mr. REID, Mr. KOHL, Mrs.
MURRAY, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. DURBIN,
and Mr. BYRD, to be the conferees on
the part of the Senate.

——————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States were commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman
Williams, one of his secretaries.

———

RESPONDING TO AVIAN FLU

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, this
morning the President at the National
Institute of Health outlined his plan
for dealing with pandemic flu should
this illness jump from birds to people.
The President outlined a plan that es-
sentially covered three areas: to be
able to detect the outbreak of avian flu
anywhere in the world; stockpiling vac-
cines and medicines; and the response
from both the local, State, and Federal
level.

To be able to detect the outbreak of
avian flu anywhere in the world is
going to require a partnership of sev-
eral countries that will share informa-
tion and samples, but it is important
to remember a threat anywhere is a
threat everywhere.

Stockpiling vaccines and increasing
the rapidity with which this country
can make vaccines ensure that there is
reliability and regulatory protection
for those countries that are making
vaccines.

And, finally, response. Response
needs to be at the local, Federal, and
State levels. Local officials need to be
ready to go, but there also needs to be
strategic national stockpiling of sup-
plies and equipment.

Mr. Speaker, the fact remains that
the best way to deal with panic is
through preparedness. The best way to
deal with inflammatory rhetoric is
with information. I think the President
took some bold steps this morning to
outline these plans, and I look forward
to the release of the preparedness plan
tomorrow.

————

THE REVEREND DR. SHELVIN
JEROME HALL

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
take this opportunity to congratulate
the Reverend Dr. Shelvin Jerome Hall
on his 50 years of service to the Friend-
ship Baptist Church and its sur-
rounding communities in the
Chicagoland area. Reverend Hall and
his family have been tremendous assets
to our community. His wife, a retired
Chicago public school teacher; one
daughter, Priscilla, a supreme court
justice in the State of New York; an-
other daughter, Shelvin Louise, an ap-
pellate court judge in Cook County;
and his son, an esteemed psychologist.
They have been assets to our commu-
nity, and I congratulate Reverend Hall
and his family on 50 years of service.

———

JUDGE ALITO

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, our Found-
ing Fathers devised a system of govern-
ment which has served us well for more
than 200 years. Ultimately, though, no
constitutional system can survive un-
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less it is respected by those who have
sworn to protect it. We will find out in
the coming weeks whether the liberals
in the Senate value demagoguery more
than the Constitution.

Judge Samuel Alito has every quali-
fication and character trait you could
want in a Supreme Court Justice. He
has reverence for the Constitution, he
has the humility to remember that his
job is to judge, not to legislate. He has
a brilliant mind, a compassionate char-
acter. He comes from humble origins,
which will keep him rooted in the real
values of this country. This is precisely
the kind of person we need on our
Court.

Unfortunately, there are a handful of
Senators who are so obsessed with a
few controversial issues that they seem
bent on tearing down good people no
matter what the cost to our democ-
racy. I urge the other body to proceed
fairly toward an up-or-down vote on
Judge Alito’s nomination.

——————

SERGEANT MICHAEL TREMAIN
ROBERTSON

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to
one of my fallen heroes, Sergeant Mi-
chael Tremain Robinson, who died Oc-
tober 25, 2005, of injuries suffered in
Samarra, Iraq while serving in the war.
He was only 28 years old.

He died at Brooke Army Medical
Center, but he suffered his injuries on
October 17 when a bomb exploded near
a Bradley Fighting Vehicle. We also
know that he was known as a humble
and quiet spirit, a wonderful medic. He
was called Doc Bob.

His Aunt Alma Newsom; his wife,
Tanya; his baby son, Xavier; his moth-
er, Barbara Booker; his father, Michael
Robinson; grandfather, Simmie
Newsom; and his grandparents, Mr. and
Mrs. William Robinson, all mourn the
loss of this quiet giant, this young man
who believed in his country and went
back for his second tour of duty.

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate to
honor these fallen heroes, 2,000-plus
and growing. In his name, as he is now
buried and gone home to his maker,
may he rest in peace. But I ask this
Congress, this House and Senate in his
name to begin to open up and to hold
the hearings to determine why we went
to Iraq, to treat him as the hero that
he was and also so that his family may
know the truth.

He took his duty seriously; he was an
outstanding and passionate medic and
a great American. I pay tribute and fi-
nality to Sergeant Michael Tremain
Robinson, and my pledge to you is to
find the truth.

—————

WATAUGA COUNTY RELAY FOR
LIFE

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate Watauga County,
North Carolina, for having the number
one Relay for Life program in the
country, for a community with a popu-
lation of 40,000 to 50,000 people.

Relay for Life is a fun-filled over-
night event designed to celebrate can-
cer survivorship and raise money for
research and programs of the American
Cancer Society. The Watauga County
program raised an impressive $333,518
during 2005. This marks the fifth year
in a row that they were named the
number one team in the United States.

This year’s Watauga Relay featured
100 individual teams and a total of
more than 1,300 people. This surge of
support is the most participation ever
in county history. Of the 100 teams, 57
reached all-star status by raising a
minimum of $150 per member.

Mr. Speaker, I commend Watauga
Relay Chairs Sharon Trivette and
Glenda Hodges, along with the hun-
dreds of volunteers who have worked
tirelessly to raise hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars for cancer research. I
hope to be back here next year to
praise them for continuing their win-
ning streak.

————

FALLEN TEXAS HEROES

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, the war,
deaths, the southeast Texans, the hon-
ored, the names:

PFC John P. Johnson,
United States Army;

Staff Sergeant Russell Slay, Humble,
Texas, United States Marine Corps;

Corporal Brian Matthew Kennedy,
Houston, Army;

Corporal Tomas Sotelo, Jr., Houston,
United States Army;

PFC Wesley Riggs, Baytown, Army;

Sergeant Keelan L. Moss, Houston,
United States Army;

PFC Analaura
Houston, Army;

PFC Armando Soriano,
United States Army;

PFC Leroy Sandoval, Jr., Houston,
Marine Corps.

The volunteers, the brave, the young,
the fallen, the freedom fighters, the he-
roes, the warriors, the band of brothers
and sisters. The Americans. That’s just
the way it is.

——

PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS

(Mr. CARTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, the Su-
preme Court of the United States made
one of the worst opinions it has ever
made in its history in Kelo v. The City
of New London when they announced
that they would allow other private in-
dividuals to use eminent domain to
seize private property to enhance tax
dollars for a community.

Mr. Speaker, this is a taking of prop-
erty totally outside of the Constitution

Houston,

Esparza-Gutierrez,

Houston,
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of the United States. I have tried hun-
dreds of these cases. No one is happy
when their property is taken; but they
realize they are taken for schools, it is
taken for highways. Even a highway
they want, they do not like to see their
property taken. But now we have got a
law that says that they can come in be-
cause it makes more money for a com-
munity.

Mr. Speaker, this is an abomination
that we will address this week in this
House. It is overtime to address it. I
urge my colleagues to join hands
across the aisle and stop this horrible
taking of property that is the result of
this Supreme Court activist opinion.

——

THE UNITED STATES STANDS
WITH INDIA

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, in the global war on ter-
rorism, we continue to fight against an
enemy that has no respect for the sanc-
tity of human life. On Saturday, ter-
rorists detonated three bombs in the
busy streets of New Delhi, taking the
lives of 62 innocent civilians and
wounding over 200 people. By targeting
shopping centers and a city bus, terror-
ists cowardly murdered innocent civil-
ians. Over 60,000 Indians have been
killed by terrorists. As these horren-
dous attacks continue throughout the
globe, citizens of all free nations are at
risk.

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh condemned the serial blasts in
Delhi and vowed that ‘‘the government
is determined to defeat nefarious de-
signs of terrorist elements. The per-
petrators of these heinous acts will be
dealt with firmly.”

The United States stands with Prime
Minister Singh, and we remain dedi-
cated to defeating terrorists who at-
tack our allies. Today our thoughts
and prayers are with the Indian people,
who are continuing to work with Paki-
stan for mutual benefit.

In conclusion, God bless our troops;
and we will never forget September 11.
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SUCCESSFUL AVIAN FLU
PREPARATION

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
today, I had the privilege of joining the
President for his speech at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health where he
discussed the avian flu and a potential
pandemic. He talked about our Na-
tion’s strategy to protect outbreaks,
expand domestic vaccine protection,
stockpile treatments and prepare our
response.

The take-home message of all of this
is preparation, not panic. It is impor-
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tant that we bring calm to the sea of
sensationalism about the bird flu. Is
this a threat? Yes, potentially. Do we
need to be prepared? Absolutely.

What the President outlined is a
strategy for Federal, State and local
governments and communities, neigh-
borhoods and families. All must play a
role. This cooperation is vital to the
strategy and success.

As a doctor, I understand and appre-
ciate the importance of prevention. It
is the most efficient and cost-effective
way to treat diseases, any disease.
That is the goal and the plan, to have
a structure in place to rapidly detect
outbreaks anyplace in the world, have
the medicines and vaccines necessary
to treat everyone and respond at every
level.

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the President
for outlining a proactive, successful
course, preventive measures to ensure
the safety of all Americans.

————

SUPPORT FOR SAMUEL ALITO

(Mr. FRANKS of Arizona asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, there is a new dawn in America
today as President Bush has nominated
Samuel Alito to be an associate justice
on the United States Supreme Court.

Justice Alito has been a prosecutor
and is renowned for courageously tak-
ing a stand against organized crime in
New Jersey. He was a U.S. Attorney in
the District of New Jersey. He has been
an assistant attorney general in the
Reagan administration, as well as an
assistant solicitor general.

Judge Alito is a first generation
American. His father was an immi-
grant from Italy. He has served in the
United States Army Reserve for 8
years, being honorably discharged at
the rank of captain.

Judge Alito is an outstanding jurist
with more experience as a judge than
any Supreme Court nominee in the last
70 years. He has been seated on the
Third Circuit Court for 15 years and
has written opinions on over 300 cases.

Mr. Speaker, Judge Samuel Alito is
one of the most prolific, experienced
legal minds we have in this country
today. We are blessed to have him in
public service. I urge the other body to
give him the consideration and respect
that he has so laboriously earned all of
his life.

———

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 2 p.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GINGREY). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Min-
nesota?

There was no objection.
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