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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

A TRIBUTE TO THE REVEREND
CANON H. GREGORY SMITH

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 9, 2005

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Reverend Canon H. Greg-
ory Smith as he commemorates the 25th anni-
versary of his ordination. Reverend Smith is
highly respected and beloved by the worship-
ping community of St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church in Germantown, Pennsylvania, and
has earned this respect in the many roles he
has taken on throughout his life.

A graduate of Bradley University, Reverend
Smith majored in Education and Music, and
also trained professionally as a tenor. After
graduation, he went on to work for the Red
Cross, but he never forgot his childhood
dream of working in the White House. His fa-
ther had told him that the only black people in
the White House were servants, but the young
Reverend Smith vowed that he would some-
day work at the White House, and not as a
servant. True to his word, Reverend Smith
soon moved on from his position at the Red
Cross to become a writer at the White House
for First Lady Betty Ford.

After three years at the White House, Rev-
erend Smith left to follow a call to attend semi-
nary at Nashota House, and was ordained in
June of 1980. Since then, he has served as
Pastor in Chicago, Atlanta, and Denver.
Today, Mr. Speaker, | wish to express my
deep gratitude for Reverend Smith’s years of
service to the community, and | extend my
warmest congratulations to him on this 25th
anniversary of his ordination. | ask that you
and my other distinguished colleagues rise to
congratulate him on all of his accomplish-
ments.

HONORING AL LOPEZ
HON. JIM DAVIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 9, 2005

Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
honor of Al Lopez, Tampa’s beloved son and
one of America’'s greatest baseball players
and managers.

Born in Ybor City as the son of a cigar fac-
tory worker, Al Lopez never forgot his roots.
His devotion to his hometown as he rose
through the ranks of baseball stardom was
one of many reasons that “Senor,” as he was
affectionately nicknamed, was so cherished in
the Tampa community.

Al was the first Tampa native to play in the
major leagues. He launched his major league
career in 1928 as a catcher for the Brooklyn
Robins, soon to become the Dodgers. Al went
on to catch for the Boston Braves, the Pitts-
burgh Pirates and the Cleveland Indians. Al

retired after 19 years in the majors, during
which he was a two time All-Star and earned
the record for the most games caught—
1,918—a record he held until 1987.

But Al's career was far from over. He went
on to manage for 14 years, earning a .581
winning percentage and a spot in Baseball’s
Hall of Fame in 1977. Al brought both the
Cleveland Indians and the Chicago White Sox
to the World Series and managed several All-
Star teams. However, he may be best known
for managing teams that finished ahead of the
New York Yankees between 1949 and 1964.

Al Lopez’s success inspired countless
Tampa youngsters to pursue their baseball
dreams. In his honor, Tampa dedicated Al
Lopez Field in 1954 and Al Lopez Park in
1992. Those who had the pleasure of getting
to know Al remember him as being the con-
summate gentleman. In spite of his fame, Al
was always kind and eager to hear what oth-
ers had to say.

Al's remarkable skill and performance as a
player on the field and a manager on the side-
lines was only exceeded by his exemplary
character and the commitment to others he
exhibited throughout his life. His very powerful
example will undoubtedly inspire generations
to come. On behalf of the entire Tampa Bay
community, | extend my deepest sympathies
to Al's family. Al gave so much to his home-
town. In turn, Tampa will forever remember
and honor Al Lopez.

———

HONORING JUDGE SONDRA
MILLER

HON. NITA M. LOWEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 9, 2005

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Judge Sondra Miller on her retirement
from the Appellate Division of the Supreme
Court of the State of New York.

A graduate of Wellesley College and Har-
vard Law School, Sondra Miller has had a dis-
tinguished career as an Associate Justice
since her appointment to the court by Gov-
ernor Cuomo in 1990. She also made notable
contributions in her service as a Family Court
Judge in Westchester County.

Judge Miller is an active member of the
legal community. She currently serves as
Commissioner of the Governor's Permanent
Judicial Commission on Justice for Children, a
member of the New York State Bar Associa-
tion Special Committee on Justice and the
Community, a founding member of Judges
and Lawyers Breast Cancer Alert (JALBCA),
and a Member of the Board of Visitors at Pace
University School of Law.

Over the course of her legal career, Judge
Miller has been respected as a scholarly and
incisive jurist, receiving numerous awards for
her work. Among the honors she has received
are the Westchester Women of the Year
Award, the New York State Bar Association’s

Ruth H. Schapiro Award, the Women’s Bar
Association of the State of New York’s Found-
ers Award, and the Pace School of Law Lead-
ership Award. In 2005 the Westchester Wom-
en’s Bar Association Foundation established
the “Justice Sondra M. Miller Scholarship,”
which will be awarded annually.

Sondra’s work in our community is far-
reaching. She is a respected and valued
member of the League of Women Voters,
Planned Parenthood, Hadassah, the Harvard
Club, and the Westchester Jewish Center.

Sondra and her husband Stanley Gelfman
live in Westchester County. She is a devoted
mother to Sabrina and David Miller, Miriam
and Gary Reback, Seth and Amanda Miller,
Wendy and Andrew Tatarsky, Sarri and Rick
Harner, and a loving grandmother to her 13
grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Judge Sondra Miller and in thank-
ing her for a career of dedicated service to the
citizens of New York.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO THE CORPORATE
HEROES OF HURRICANE KATRINA

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 9, 2005

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
highlight some of the exceptional actions
taken by our corporate citizens in the wake of
Hurricane Katrina.

It is common to hear criticism from this floor
of our Nation’s largest companies, and | think
it is only fair to recognize the good these com-
panies do in times of national emergency.

The cover of a September Fortune maga-
zine reads: “Government Broke Down. Busi-
ness Stepped Up. How Wal-Mart, FedEx, and
Home Depot got the job done after Katrina.”

We have a select committee working hard
to address the first part of this headline. We
should also recognize and learn lessons from
the second part of the headline, how business
stepped up.

The Wall Street Journal on September 12,
2005, said, “The Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency could learn some things from
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.” Indeed, FEMA could.

| recall talking to a mayor in my district in
September of last year when Hurricane Ivan
had just devastated his city and much of the
Alabama Gulf Coast. He said the community’s
demands on the government for basic serv-
ices such as water, food, and ice were relent-
less and almost overwhelming. Then the city’s
Wal-Mart SuperCenter reopened; the cavalry
had arrived. The mayor said it was as if a
huge weight had been lifted.

Mr. Speaker, this Wal-Mart store did not re-
open without careful planning, without superb
execution, and without the extraordinary effort
of Wal-Mart employees in Alabama and
throughout the Wal-Mart distribution system.

The efforts of Wal-Mart and other corporate
citizens have been extraordinary in response
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