November 9, 2005

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, | was detained
this afternoon. Had | been present, | would
have voted in the following manner: Rollcall
581 (On passage—H.R. 2862)—“aye”; rollcall
582 (On passage—S. 1894)—"aye”; rolicall
583 (On Agreeing to the Scott #9 Amend-
ment)—“nay”; rollcall 584 (On Motion to Re-
commit with Instructions—H.R. 1751)—"“nay”;
and rollcall 585 (On Passage—H.R. 1751)—
“aye.”

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, though | was
absent on Wednesday, November 9, 2005, for
medical reasons, | wish to have my intended
votes recorded in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
for the following votes: Rollcall vote 577 on H.
Res. 539—"aye”; rollcall vote 578 on H. Res.
538—"aye”; rollcall vote 579 on H. Res. 540—
“aye”; rollcall vote 580 on the Adoption of
Conference Report on H.R. 2419—"nay”; roll-
call vote 581 on the Adoption of Conference
Report on H.R. 2862—"aye”; rollcall vote 582
on S. 1894—"aye”; rollcall vote 583 on
Amendment numbered 3 in House Report
109-279—"nay”; rollcall vote 585 on H.R.
1751—"aye.”

———

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, do the House rules not require that
the proponent of an unsuccessful mo-
tion to recommit, who has stated that
he or she is opposed to the bill in its
present form, vote against the bill on
final passage?

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TERRY). A Member must state his oppo-
sition to the bill in order to qualify to
offer a motion to recommit.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, further parliamentary inquiry. I no-
ticed that the proponent of the motion
to recommit, who stated his opposi-
tion, voted in favor of the bill after the
motion to recommit was rejected by
the House.

Is that not in violation of the rules?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
positive rule is satisfied when the gen-
tleman states his opposition to the bill
in qualifying to be recognized to offer
the motion.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, further parliamentary inquiry. If
the gentleman states his opposition to
the bill and then does not follow up his
statement, are not the rules violated or
the House misled?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair accepts the gentleman’s state-
ment as final, but it does not bind his
vote on passage as a matter of positive
rule.

——
AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO
MAKE CORRECTIONS 1IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 1751, SE-

CURE ACCESS TO JUSTICE AND
COURT PROTECTION ACT OF 2005

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that in the
engrossment of the bill, H.R. 1751, the
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Clerk be authorized to make technical
corrections and conforming changes to
the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

——
SAYING FAREWELL TO HOUSE
PARLIAMENTARIAN MUFTIAH

McCARTIN

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to say that all of us as Members of
this great institution owe a tremen-
dous debt of gratitude to our Parlia-
mentarian and his staff of Parliamen-
tarians who do a phenomenal job for
us.

One of the very best examples of suc-
cess from those Parliamentarians who
work daily to ensure the orderly oper-
ation of this great institution is our
friend, Muftiah McCartin.

After nearly three decades in the Of-
fice of the Parliamentarian, Muftiah is
retiring to spend more time with her
family. As anyone who has worked
with Muftiah can attest, speaking with
her is like having a double espresso.
Her enthusiasm for her job is infec-
tious, and there is no doubt that we
will sorely miss her, for after working
here 30 years, she is retiring.

Muftiah has worked in the House
longer than most Members. This year 1
marked my 256th year of service in this
institution, and she was working here 5
years before I arrived. Over the course
of those three decades, she has served
under six Speakers and during the ten-
ure of six Presidents. Most impor-
tantly, she has worked for three Par-
liamentarians of the House.

Mr. Speaker, throughout her career
in this institution, Muftiah has strived
for personal and professional excel-
lence; and she, without a doubt,
achieved both. After earning her bach-
elor’s degree and law degree while
working in the office as a clerk,
Muftiah became the first woman to be
appointed a Parliamentarian in Janu-
ary, 1991.

In my position chairing the House
Rules Committee, we have a special
bond with Muftiah. She has worked
very closely with the staff members of
the Rules Committee in drafting many
of the rules for considering legislation
on the floor. As Members know, at this
moment, we are in the process of deal-
ing with something of a challenge as
we put together the manager’s amend-
ment for the measure that we will be
passing out of this House tomorrow.

She also served as the long-time edi-
tor of the House Rules and Manual. I
have my appropriate prop right here
for those who have not seen that. And
she edited two editions of House Prac-
tice. I know she takes great pride in
both the contents and the craftsman-
ship of these beautiful, leather-bound
volumes that each of us has in our of-
fice.
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Muftiah has always had a passion for
service and an endearment for this in-
stitution and a commitment to our
great democracy. Over many years and
many late nights, she has been essen-
tial to the work of the House. Her un-
varnished advice has helped countless
bills receive a proper hearing on the
floor. We were very lucky to have her.
Though they may not have known her
name, the American people have been
very, very fortunate to have had
Muftiah McCartin working on their be-
half.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of all of the
Members and the staff Muftiah so ably
served over these past 30 years, I would
like to offer my sincere thanks and
very best wishes for a happy and ful-
filling retirement to Muftiah.

Congratulations, Muftiah.

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. DREIER. I yield to my very good
friend from Peoria, Illinois.

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the chairman of the Rules Committee
for taking time this evening to honor
Muftiah, because as some Members
know, when we came here in 1994,
which is the class I was elected to, not
one of us had ever really served as
Speaker pro tem because we had been
out of the majority for 40 years. For
those of us who have had the privilege
of acting as Speaker pro tem, we have
relied almost exclusively on the Parlia-
mentarians to give us good advice, to
share with wus the importance of
chairing the House in a way that dig-
nifies this body, by following the rules,
doing it in a fair and bipartisan way;
and for the kind of opportunity that I
think Muftiah has provided to those of
us who have had this privilege, we are
very, very grateful to her.

As one who was a former staffer of 17
years for two previous Members, one
who served as the longest-serving Re-
publican leader, Bob Michel, in the mi-
nority we relied a great deal on the
Parliamentarians to help guide us
through meeting the challenges of try-
ing to get things done as a minority
party. Muftiah was certainly a part of
that team that really helped us do
that.

Then coming into the majority party
and serving with great privilege and
honor as Speaker pro tem, I can tell
you that Muftiah was extraordinary in
her ability to help us get through some
very, very important legislation not
only for those of us in the majority
party, but for the country. We could
not have done it without her great as-
sistance and great knowledge.

She is an extraordinary person, out-
side of the work she does here in the
House and aiding all of us who sit in
the Chair, but in her own personal life,
as the mother of four children, having
a spouse, and having to work long
hours. As one who has served here as a
staffer, I can tell you that the staff
does not get enough credit for the good
work that goes on around here in help-
ing us do the work that we do.
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