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Service from 1942 to 1946 and served two
years of that time training medical officers and
working on a cholera control team and as area
medical rehabilitation officer in China. He re-
turned to China on at least six other occa-
sions, including earlier this year when he
again met with medical colleagues he had first
known 60 years ago. He has studied occupa-
tional and environmental health along the
U.S.-Mexico border, and has consulted for the
World Health Organization.

Dr. Abrams received degrees of Doctor of
Medicine and Master of Science from the Uni-
versity of lllinois in 1940 and a Master of Pub-
lic Health from Johns Hopkins University in
1947. He received his bachelor's degree from
Northwestern University in 1936.

Through the years, Dr. Abrams, 92, has pur-
sued his goals with a soft voice and a smile.
He knows that this nation still does not provide
health care for all, and last year wrote an op-
ed article reminding Tucson newspaper read-
ers that 45 million Americans remain without
health insurance.

A poster on a wall in his office asks: “What-
ever happened to health care for the poor?”
Dr. Abrams answered the question for Arizona
Daily Star reporter Jane Erikson earlier this
year, saying: “Not much . . . we still have a
longwaystogo. . .”
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Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in trib-
ute to a remarkable individual whose record of
service to the women’s movement across this
country and around the world is second to
none. For the past thirty years, Dr. Martha
Burk has devoted her life to advancing equal-
ity for women. | ask all of my colleagues to
join me in saluting Dr. Burk’s record of advo-
cacy, activism and achievement.

Martha Burk was born in 1941 to Ivan Lee
Burk and Dorothy May Dean, who owned a re-
tail clothing store in the small east Texas town
of Pasadena. She married while still an under-
graduate and earned a BS from the University
of Houston in 1962. She spent the next few
years at home raising her two sons, Mark and
Ed Talley. Refusing to accept the limited ca-
reer options then open to women, she earned
a PhD in psychology from the University of
Texas in 1974.

After her first marriage ended, Dr. Burk
moved to Kansas and became active in the
Wichita chapter of the National Organization
for Women (NOW). She gradually built her re-
sume as a political psychologist and women’s
equity expert through work as a university re-
search director, management professor, and
adviser, consultant, or board member for an
array of political campaigns and organizations
including NOW’s national board. Dr. Burk and
her husband, Dr. Ralph Estes, moved to
Washington, D.C. in 1990 and founded the
Center for Advancement of Public Policy
(CAPP). Dr. Burk is president of CAPP and re-
cently completed a five-year tenure as Chair
of the National Council of Women’s Organiza-
tions (NCWO), a network of over 200 national
women’s groups collectively representing ten
million women.
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Under Dr. Burk’s leadership, NCWQO’s mem-
bership more than doubled as she brought
new energy, inspiration, and resources to the
largest network of women’s organizations in
the nation. Over the past five years, Dr. Burk
has focused on involving the next generation
of American women in feminist politics. Under
her leadership, young women at NCWO
launched the Younger Women’s Task Force,
an exciting nationwide grassroots effort to en-
gage women in their twenties and thirties in
women’s issues and the public policy debate.
Dr. Burk has also developed and invigorated
NCWO’s summer internship program, New
Faces More Voices, a unique program that
trains college students to engage in effective
advocacy and organizing around feminist so-
cial justice issues.

In addition to her extensive work promoting
women’s equality in the U.S., Dr. Burk has
also worked internationally to advance wom-
en’s rights. She has organized training work-
shops with women’s NGOs internationally in
Macedonia and Kuwait, under the sponsorship
of USAID, and has conducted training in the
U.S. for delegations from Russia, Botswana,
Korea, Romania, Bulgaria, and the Middle
East. She has recently been a member of offi-
cial U.S. Delegations to international con-
ferences in Iceland, Lithuania, Estonia, and
China. Named one of Ms. Magazine’s women
of the year in 2003, Dr. Burk’s syndicated col-
umns have been published in major news-
papers and magazines around the globe, and
she has appeared on news shows around the
nation.

A former board member of the National
Committee on Pay Equity, Dr. Burk has fought
throughout her career to end sex discrimina-
tion in the workplace. Citing the taxpayer-fi-
nanced advantages business leaders enjoy at
the exclusive Augusta National Golf Club, she
led the effort to open membership to women.
The power elite’s response to this controversy
exposed how deeply sex discrimination is in-
grained in the culture of corporate America.
Her recent book, Cult of Power: Sex Discrimi-
nation in Corporate America and What Can Be
Done About It, explores how systemic barriers
of social injustice were put in place and how
they can be brought down. Currently, Dr. Burk
is focusing her energies full time on furthering
women’s progress in the workplace as the di-
rector of NCWO’s Corporate Accountability
Project.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to pay tribute to
Dr. Martha Burk and to recognize her three
decades of heroic commitment to women’s
progress. | am confident that her work will
continue to influence and inspire this genera-
tion and future generations to fight for equality.
| ask all of my colleagues to join me in thank-
ing Dr. Martha Burk for her unparalleled con-
tribution to her country.
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Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of the commitment this Con-
gress has made to the budget of the National
Science Foundation, NSF. Over a 10-year pe-
riod, we have increased NSF funding 45.2
percent in real terms, and in a tough budget
climate we are increasing NSF appropriations
by 2.4 percent over last year.

The NSF is perhaps the government’s most
efficient and effective agency. It provides the
backbone of our Nation’s basic research ef-
forts and strengthens our institutions of higher
education by funding that research at univer-
sity campuses across the country. The NSF
also supports science education in grades K—
12 to ensure future generations of Americans
are equipped to carry on our tradition of inno-
vation and prosperity. Every dollar appro-
priated to the National Science Foundation is
an investment in this country’s future.

Mr. Speaker, we need more investment in
science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics, STEM. This appropriation is a good
first step. However, if this country is to keep
pace and maintain its leadership in the global
economy, we must greatly expand and im-
prove STEM education for children and col-
lege students and continue to increase our
support of American innovation.

| ask my colleagues to join me in supporting
this appropriation for the NSF and renewing
this country’s commitment to innovation and
economic competitiveness.

————
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the people of Nokomis, IL, on
the occasion of their town’s sesquicentennial.

The earliest settlers began arriving in
Nokomis Township in 1840. The first perma-
nent dwelling was built by Hugh Hightower
around 1843. The first sermon was preached
by Rev. J.I. Crane, a Methodist Episcopal min-
ister. The Baptist congregation was organized
in 1856 and Lutherans became active in the
community in 1852.

The first school was taught in the home of
Henry Lower in 1848, while the first school
was later built in 1853. Since then, the
Nokomis community has continued to grow
and to prosper—offering its residents a loving
place in which to raise their families, establish
life-long friendships, conduct their business, to
work, to learn, to worship, and to give thanks
for God’s blessings.

Today, Nokomis is known as a vital link
within downstate central lllinois. For more in-
formation on all that the people of Nokomis
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