
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH10182 November 15, 2005 
our disposal so they are coordinated in 
such a way that the recipients become 
the beneficiaries of this coordinated 
approach, then I think it will tremen-
dously aid in the development of our 
young people. It is a great piece of leg-
islation. It is a great idea. It is a great 
concept. I simply want to add my voice 
to those who are in support of it and 
urge that we support it. 

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
BOEHNER) for his support and com-
ments and the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. HINOJOSA) for his support, as well, 
and the support of the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DAVIS). I have enjoyed 
working with these gentlemen on this 
project and the staff. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, it is al-
ways a pleasure to work with Congress-
man OSBORNE, and I want to say that I 
think this piece of legislation is one 
that is going to be very beneficial. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
COLE of Oklahoma). The question is on 
the motion offered by the gentleman 
from Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 856, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman 
Williams, one of his secretaries. 

f 

RECOGNIZING 30TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF ENACTMENT OF EDUCATION 
FOR ALL HANDICAPPED CHIL-
DREN ACT OF 1975 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 288) 
recognizing the 30th anniversary of the 
enactment of the Education For All 
Handicapped Children Act of 1975 and 
reaffirming support for the Individuals 
With Disabilities Education Act so 
that all children with disabilities have 
access to a free appropriate public edu-
cation in the least restrictive environ-
ment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 288 

Whereas the Education for All Handi-
capped Children Act of 1975 (Public Law 94– 
142) was signed into law 30 years ago on No-
vember 29, 1975, and amended the State grant 

program under part B of the Education of 
the Handicapped Act; 

Whereas the Education for All Handi-
capped Children Act of 1975 established the 
Federal priority of ensuring that all chil-
dren, regardless of the nature or severity of 
their disability, have available to them a 
free appropriate public education in the least 
restrictive environment; 

Whereas the Education of the Handicapped 
Act was further amended by the Education 
of the Handicapped Act Amendments of 1986 
(Public Law 99–457) to create a preschool 
grant program for children with disabilities 
aged 3 through 5 and an early intervention 
program for infants and toddlers with dis-
abilities under 3 years of age and their fami-
lies; 

Whereas the Education of the Handicapped 
Act Amendments of 1990 (Public Law 101–476) 
renamed the statute as the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA); 

Whereas IDEA currently serves an esti-
mated 269,000 infants and toddlers, 679,000 
preschoolers, and 6,000,000 children aged 6 to 
21; 

Whereas IDEA has assisted in a dramatic 
reduction in the number of children with de-
velopmental disabilities who must live in 
State institutions away from their families; 

Whereas the number of children with dis-
abilities who complete high school with 
standard diplomas has grown significantly 
since the enactment of IDEA; 

Whereas the number of children with dis-
abilities who enroll in college as freshmen 
has more than tripled since the enactment of 
IDEA; 

Whereas IDEA promotes partnerships be-
tween parents of children with disabilities 
and education professionals in the design and 
implementation of the special education and 
related services provided to children with 
disabilities; 

Whereas IDEA has raised the Nation’s ex-
pectations regarding the abilities of children 
with disabilities by requiring access to the 
general education curriculum; 

Whereas the 2004 reauthorization of IDEA 
ensures that children with disabilities are 
guaranteed a quality education based on the 
high academic standards required under the 
No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (Public Law 
107–110); 

Whereas the 2004 reauthorization strength-
ens IDEA’s focus on the educational results 
of children with disabilities and better pre-
pares those children for employment or fur-
ther education beyond high school; 

Whereas the 2004 reauthorization further 
enables special education teachers, related 
services providers, other educators, and 
State and local educational agencies to focus 
on promoting the academic achievement of 
children with disabilities; 

Whereas the 2004 reauthorization main-
tains the necessary procedural safeguards 
that guarantee the rights of children with 
disabilities and their parents while encour-
aging the mutual resolution of disputes and 
reducing unnecessary litigation; 

Whereas the 2004 reauthorization continues 
to ensure the provision of a free appropriate 
public education to students referred to a 
private school by a public agency and en-
sures the provision of special education and 
related services to students placed by their 
parents in private schools; 

Whereas, although the Federal Govern-
ment has not yet met its commitment to 
fund IDEA at 40 percent of the average per 
pupil expenditure, it has increased IDEA 
funding over the last decade from $2.3 billion 
to $10.6 billion and increased its percentage 
share of the average per pupil expenditure 
from 7.8 percent to 18.6 percent; 

Whereas the 2004 reauthorization ensures 
that the vast majority of funds will go di-

rectly to the classroom and provides States 
and local educational agencies additional 
flexibility to provide for the costs of edu-
cating high need children with disabilities; 

Whereas IDEA has supported, through its 
discretionary programs, three decades of re-
search, demonstration, and personnel prepa-
ration in effective practices for educating 
children with disabilities, enabling teachers, 
related services providers, and other edu-
cators to effectively meet the educational 
needs of all children; 

Whereas Federal and State governments 
can support effective practices in the class-
room to ensure appropriate and effective 
services for children with disabilities; and 

Whereas IDEA has succeeded in marshal-
ling the resources of this Nation to imple-
ment the promise of full participation in so-
ciety for children with disabilities: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That the Congress— 

(1) recognizes the 30th anniversary of the 
enactment of the Education for All Handi-
capped Children Act of 1975 (Public Law 94– 
142); 

(2) acknowledges the many and varied con-
tributions of children with disabilities and 
their parents, teachers, related services pro-
viders, and other educators; and 

(3) reaffirms its support for the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act so that all 
children with disabilities have access to a 
free appropriate public education. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Delaware (Mr. CASTLE) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HINOJOSA) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Delaware (Mr. CASTLE). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Con. Res. 288. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Delaware? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I rise in support of H. Con. Res. 288, 

which I introduced with a bipartisan 
group of my colleagues. The resolution 
importantly recognizes the 30th anni-
versary of the enactment of the Edu-
cation for All Handicapped Children 
Act of 1975, what we all know as the In-
dividuals With Disabilities Education 
Act, or IDEA. Not only does this reso-
lution recognize the act’s anniversary 
but also reaffirms this body’s support 
for IDEA. 

For too many years, children with 
disabilities were denied access to pub-
lic education. However, with the pas-
sage of the Education for All Handi-
capped Children Act in 1975, the doors 
of educational opportunity were 
opened. Today, more than ever, stu-
dents with disabilities have an oppor-
tunity to accomplish their goals. 

b 1515 

According to the Department of Edu-
cation, about 6.6 million students cur-
rently participate in these programs 
across the Nation. Signed into law on 
November 29, 1975, the Act established 
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