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Austria or other countries—to the Zi-
onists and the Zionists can establish 
their state in Europe.’’ 

And, just yesterday, President 
Ahmadinejad claimed that ‘‘They have 
fabricated a legend under the name 
‘Massacre of the Jews’, and they hold it 
higher than God himself, religion itself 
and the prophets themselves’’ 

Mr. President, I do not even know 
where to begin. Insidious rhetoric such 
as this is designed to do nothing other 
than stir hatred and incite hostility. 

I have walked the grounds at Ausch-
witz. I have seen the crematoria. To 
claim that one of the greatest trage-
dies in the history of humanity is 
merely a fabrication to advance a po-
litical agenda is simply beyond the 
pale. But what is worse is that these 
comments are not isolated. They are a 
part of persistent, state-sponsored 
anti-Semitism that is now common-
place in the administration of Presi-
dent Ahmadinejad. 

On the eve of the elections in Iraq, 
one of the greatest democratic mile-
stones in the history of the modern 
Middle East, I hope that we can work 
to move past this gross intolerance on 
the part of the Iranian President. 

f 

FREE GUN LOCKS FROM PROJECT 
CHILDSAFE 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, tragedies 
involving children and guns continue 
to repeat themselves with alarming 
frequency around the country. Accord-
ing to local police, at least five Detroit 
children have been accidentally shot 
and killed this year alone. Just last 
week a three year old boy in Detroit 
nearly lost his life when he acciden-
tally shot himself in the chest with his 
father’s gun. 

Following that shooting, Detroit po-
lice spokesman James Tate said, ‘‘It 
appears this could have been prevented 
if a gun lock was on and the gun was 
secured. It’s unfortunate that we end 
up responding to these types of scenes 
when there are free gun locks readily 
available around the city.’’ 

One source of free gun locks is 
Project ChildSafe, the Nation’s largest 
firearm safety education program. This 
program has provided more than 35 
million ‘‘firearm safety kits’’ to gun 
owners around the country, including 
more than 517,500 in Michigan this 
year. Each firearm safety kit includes 
a free gun lock and materials to edu-
cate firearms owners about safe gun 
storage practices. 

Free gun locks from Project 
ChildSafe are available year round 
through many local police depart-
ments. According to Project ChildSafe, 
if a local law enforcement agency does 
not have safety kits available for resi-
dents who request them, that agency 
may contact their governor’s office to 
receive a supply. In addition, Project 
ChildSafe representatives attend a 
number of major public events includ-
ing State fairs, sportsmen’s festivals, 
and community safety days to dis-

tribute firearm safety kits. More infor-
mation on safe gun storage practices 
and how to acquire a free gun lock can 
be found on the Project ChildSafe 
website at www.projectchildsafe.org. 

The Project ChildSafe website also 
includes information concerning a 
number of safe gun storage practices to 
reduce the risk of unintentional shoot-
ing. In addition to using a gun lock, 
Project ChildSafe suggests locking up 
ammunition in a location separate 
from the firearm. Statistics show this 
additional precaution can have a dra-
matic impact on the risk of uninten-
tional shooting. A study published ear-
lier this year in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association found 
that the risk of unintentional shooting 
or suicide by minors using a gun is re-
duced by as much as 61 percent when 
ammunition in the home is locked up. 
Simply storing ammunition separately 
from the gun reduces such occurrences 
by more than 50 percent. 

Common sense alone tells us that 
safe firearms storage practices, includ-
ing the use of gun locks, reduces the 
risk of accidental shootings. I hope 
that firearms owners in Michigan and 
around the country join those who 
have already chosen to take advantage 
of the free gun locks and educational 
materials provided by Project 
ChildSafe so that fewer children are 
killed and seriously injured in acci-
dental shootings. 
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ELECTIONS IN IRAQ 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, all 
Americans are inspired by the way the 
Iraqi people once again demonstrated 
their courage, dedication, and resil-
ience by going to the polls to place 
their future—and the future of their 
country—squarely on the side of de-
mocracy. 

Every American salutes our men and 
women in uniform who are serving so 
ably under enormously difficult cir-
cumstances, and whose dedication and 
sacrifice have made today’s elections 
possible. More han 2,100 of America’s 
finest soldiers have made the ultimate 
sacrifice in Iraq and we owe them and 
their loved ones an immense debt of 
gratitude. We all hope that successful 
elections will give the Iraqi people new 
confidence that a brighter future lies 
ahead. 

Successful elections can and should 
be the turning point we’ve been wait-
ing so long for, when our troops can 
begin to come home. As our Ambas-
sador to Iraq, Zalmay Khalizad, said 
today, because the training of the Iraqi 
security forces is proceeding, ‘‘some 
draw down can begin in the aftermath 
of the elections.’’ 

An open-ended commitment of Amer-
ica’s military forces does not serve 
America’s interest and it does not 
serve Iraq’s interest either. If America 
want a new Iraqi government to suc-
ceed, we need to let Iraqis take respon-
sibility for their own future. 

MONTREAL CLIMATE CHANGE 
NEGOTIATIONS 

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, one 
of the most important issues facing 
mankind is the problem of human-in-
duced climate change. The broad con-
sensus within the scientific community 
is that global warming has begun, is 
largely the result of human activity, 
and is accelerating. 

Global warming will result in more 
extreme weather, increased flooding 
and drought, disruption of agricultural 
and water systems, threats to human 
health and loss of sensitive species and 
ecosystems. We must take action now 
to minimize these effects, for the sake 
of our children, our grandchildren, and 
future generations. 

Over the last 2 weeks, 189 countries 
met in Montreal to discuss the impor-
tant issue of global climate change. 
These countries met in a spirit of co-
operation and in hopes of agreeing on 
the next steps for reducing harmful 
emissions of greenhouse gases. These 
countries, including the United States, 
have all already agreed, under the 
United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change, to take steps to 
‘‘prevent dangerous anthropogenic in-
terference with the climate system.’’ 
These past 2 weeks were a test of their 
resolve. 

Unfortunately the United States, led 
by the Bush administration delegation, 
attempted to slow, stall, and block the 
progress of these talks. This is uncon-
scionable, given that the United States 
is the largest single emitter of green-
house gases. Fortunately the U.S. ne-
gotiators’ efforts were not completely 
successful, and an agreement was 
reached to have additional talks com-
mencing next year. Although that is a 
small step and not nearly enough, it is 
vastly preferable to the outcome this 
administration wanted, which amounts 
to no action at all. 

In advance of the Montreal meetings, 
I joined with 23 other Senators in send-
ing a letter to President Bush, remind-
ing the administration of its legal obli-
gation to participate in the Montreal 
talks. Unfortunately, but perhaps not 
surprisingly, the administration dis-
regarded this obligation. 

A decision to block further discus-
sions on missions reduction commit-
ments cannot be viewed as consistent 
with the obligations of the United 
States under the treaty. 

While the U.S. has refused to ratify 
the Kyoto Protocol despite the fact 
that 157 nations have become parties, 
actions to block those countries from 
moving forward with additional com-
mitments under that Protocol is also 
inconsistent with the U.S. Framework 
Treaty obligations. 

In our letter to the President, we 
noted that just this year the Senate, by 
a vote of 53–44, approved a resolution 
calling for mandatory limits on green-
house gases within the United States. 
We wrote this letter and distributed it 
to interested parties at the negotia-
tions to ensure that other countries 
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