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The text of that Senate amendment is 
pending at the desk, and I am asking, 
Will the Senator from Texas accept 
this amendment? 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, 
with all due respect to the Senator 
from Montana, I don’t see how we can 
take part but not all of the tax rec-
onciliation bill. It is time to do away 
with the AMT. 

I appreciate the fact that the Senator 
from Montana has said he, too, wants 
to do that and that we need to do it 
right. To do it right we need to do the 
whole tax reconciliation bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. BAUCUS. I ask the Senator, will 
she object to an amendment I sug-
gested that the whole AMT be held 
harmless and that it count under pay- 
go in terms of the tax, the budget pro-
visions which provide for $70 billion 
over the next 5 years? Those are the 
two conditions. 

Mr. KYL. Reserving the right to ob-
ject to the proposed amendment to the 
unanimous consent, I believe on our 
side we would not object to the form of 
the so-called AMT patch that the Sen-
ator from Montana has proposed. Of 
course, we would object to his counting 
of that against the reconciliation num-
ber, or the so-called pay-go provision. 

I guess I ask for an amendment to his 
proposed amendment which would ac-
cept the broader AMT patch, as the 
Senator first described it, but nothing 
in addition to that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Montana. 

Mr. BAUCUS. As I hear their re-
sponse, they will not agree to my two 
suggested conditions and amendments. 
Therefore, I must respectfully object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. An objec-
tion has been heard. 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
do hope the Senator from Montana, 
working with the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Finance, will make it a pri-
ority early next year to have the tax 
reconciliation package go through with 
AMT and with the other tax cuts that 
would be extended to show the Amer-
ican people they can rely on the tax 
cuts that have been passed and have 
helped the economy in its recovery. 

It is very important we not leave any 
question in anyone’s mind that the tax 
cuts that started the economic upturn 
2 years ago will be extended. The 
American people will get to keep the 
money in their pocketbooks, spend it, 
and fuel the jobs our economy has pro-
duced. 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I lis-
tened carefully to the Senator from 
Texas. I think we all agree we have to 
do something about the AMT. It is a 
big problem. 

I, frankly, tell the Senator I have in-
troduced a bill to totally repeal AMT. 
It is a pernicious stealth tax and 
should not be incurred. We would like 
to work with the Senator to try and 
find a way to accomplish that. 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. I sign on to that 
effort immediately. With this kind of 

coalition maybe we can do something 
very important by doing away with the 
AMT in this country. 

f 

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST— 
S. 2164 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, as part 
of a bipartisan action this morning, 
Democrats and Republicans agree to 
send a reconciliation bill back to the 
House of Representatives for further 
consideration. Even though the vast 
majority of this bill hurts working 
families and the most vulnerable 
among them, there were a handful of 
important proposals that we support in 
that bill that need to be enacted imme-
diately. That is why I am going to be 
asking unanimous consent in just a 
moment for the Senate to pass the 
Health and Welfare Relief Act of Sen-
ator STABENOW of Michigan. 

This bill prevents the scheduled re-
duction in Medicare physician pay-
ments while holding Part B premiums 
harmless for beneficiaries. The bill ex-
tends TANF and transitional medical 
assistance, TMA, for an additional 
year. Finally, the bill provides tem-
porary Medicaid relief to Katrina vic-
tims. 

We should all be able to agree, even if 
there are parts of the bill subject to a 
point of order, parts that will be de-
bated, there are many provisions in 
that bill that meet pressing needs that 
are important and need to be addressed 
on a timely basis. Many of them are 
taken directly from the conference re-
port my friends across the aisle have 
just supported. I hope we can take up 
this bill and pass it today. 

Therefore, I ask unanimous consent 
the Senate proceed to the immediate 
consideration of S. 2164, the Health and 
Welfare Relief Act of 2005, introduced 
earlier by Senators STABENOW, REID, 
BAUCUS, and others; that the bill be 
read three times, passed, and the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table without any intervening action 
or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
object. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
have a series of judicial nominations 
that have been cleared on both sides. I 
ask unanimous consent the Senate im-
mediately proceed to executive session 
to consider the following nominations 
on today’s Executive Calendar: Nos. 
457, 458, 459, 460, 461, 462, 463, 471, and 
472. I further ask unanimous consent 
that the nominations be confirmed, the 
motions to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, the President be immediately 
notified of the Senate’s action, and the 
Senate then return to legislative ses-
sion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows: 

THE JUDICIARY 
Joseph Frank Bianco, of New York, to be 

United States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of New York. 

Timothy Mark Burgess, of Alaska, to be 
United States District Judge for the District 
of Alaska. 

Gregory F. Van Tatenhove, of Kentucky, 
to be United States District Judge for the 
Eastern District of Kentucky. 

Eric Nicholas Vitaliano, of New York, to 
be United States District Judge for the East-
ern District of New York. 

Kristi Dubose, of Alabama, to be United 
States District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Alabama. 

W. Keith Watkins, of Alabama, to be 
United States District Judge for the Middle 
District of Alabama. 

Virginia Mary Kendall, of Illinois, to be 
United States District Judge for the North-
ern District of Illinois. 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Michael Joseph Copps, of Virginia, to be a 
Member of the Federal Communications 
Commission for a term of five years from 
July 1, 2005. (Reappointment) 

Deborah Taylor Tate, of Tennessee, to be a 
Member of the Federal Communications 
Commission for the remainder of the term 
expiring June 30, 2007. 

NOMINATION OF GREG VAN TATENHOVE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if I 
may, Calendar No. 459, that I just read 
and was just confirmed by the Senate, 
is a former member of my staff, Greg 
Van Tatenhove, who is, at the moment, 
the U.S. attorney for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Kentucky. He is an outstanding 
lawyer. He will be a fine addition to 
the Federal judiciary. 

As a former staff member of mine, I 
say to my colleagues, you have done a 
great thing in confirming him. He will 
be a distinguished member of the Fed-
eral judiciary. 

Mr. President, I strongly support the 
nomination of Greg Van Tatenhove to 
the U.S. District Court in the Eastern 
District of Kentucky. 

Greg Van Tatenhove has been an out-
standing public servant for the better 
part of 20 years. I first met Greg when 
he was a young aide to a Member of 
Congress. He later joined my legisla-
tive staff, where he performed superbly 
before leaving to attend law school. 

Greg distinguished himself in law 
school by being chosen as an Articles 
Editor of the Kentucky Law Journal 
and receiving a citation for Excellence 
in Oral Advocacy in the Moot Court 
Program. After graduation from law 
school, Greg spent a year as clerk to 
U.S. District Court Judge Eugene Siler. 

Greg was then chosen to join the 
Federal Programs Branch of the De-
partment of Justice through the Attor-
ney General’s Honors Program. He was 
one of only eleven young attorneys to 
be chosen nationwide out of hundreds 
of applicants for this prestigious 
branch. This branch is well known for 
handling especially complex and prece-
dent-setting legal cases on behalf of 
the United States. During his 4 years 
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at DOJ, the Department recognized 
Greg for his excellent performance 
with its Special Achievement Award. 

Greg then returned to Capitol Hill, 
where he spent 7 years as Chief of Staff 
and Legal Counsel to Representative 
RON LEWIS of Kentucky. During his 
tenure, he developed a reputation as 
one of the Commonwealth’s out-
standing young legal minds, and in 
2001, he was nominated by President 
Bush as United States Attorney in the 
Eastern District of Kentucky, a posi-
tion which he has ably filled for the 
past 4 years. 

In the course of his service as the 
chief federal law enforcement officer in 
the Eastern District, he approves all 
indictments, all major plea bargains, 
and is directly involved in all of the 
major cases involving the United 
States that come before the court, both 
civil and criminal. 

Based on Greg’s outstanding record, 
it should come as no surprise that 
President Bush nominated him as a 
judge for the U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District of Kentucky on 
September 13, 2005. I applaud the Presi-
dent’s choice, and I proudly support his 
nomination. Greg’s high intellect, in-
tegrity, character, and devotion to 
public service make him an ideal 
choice for the District Court. 

Greg’s nomination has been widely 
praised by those who know him best, 
including two members of the Sixth 
Circuit Court of Appeals, five members 
of the District Court on which he will 
serve, and numerous former colleagues. 
They share my conviction that Greg 
will be a splendid addition to the fed-
eral bench. 

In addition to his outstanding intel-
lectual and professional abilities, Greg 
is a devoted family man. I know his 
wife Jane and his two beautiful chil-
dren, Cooper and Catherine, are proud 
of him as he assumes this new position 
of responsibility. 

It was clear to me 20 years ago when 
I hired Greg, even then a young man of 
great accomplishment, that he would 
go on to greater success. His confirma-
tion is the result of many years of hard 
work, great intellect, commitment to 
public service, and the highest ethical 
and professional standards. 

Greg Van Tatenhove will be an out-
standing District Court judge, and I 
urge my colleagues to support his nom-
ination. 

Mr. LEAHY. Last week marked the 
214th anniversary of the adoption of 
the Bill of Rights to the Constitution. 
Over the last week, this Nation and 
this Senate have been engaged in a de-
bate about the importance of pro-
tecting and preserving those rights as 
we consider how best to revise and re-
authorize the PATRIOT Act. We have 
also learned about the White House’s 
domestic surveillance program that 
short-circuited the judicial safeguards 
established by Congress. 

Today we engage in an action unique 
to the Senate. We consider for con-
firmation to lifetime appointments to 

the judiciary a number of nominees. 
This is an instance in which all three 
branches of the government are in-
volved. The President nominates, the 
Senate considers the nominations and, 
if confirmed, the nominee is appointed 
to become a member of the judiciary. 
The judiciary has a particularly impor-
tant role in the protection of the rights 
and liberties of all Americans. It was 
Justice O’Connor who, writing for the 
Supreme Court, noted that even war-
time does not give the President a 
‘‘blank check’’ when it comes to ac-
tions that impact Americans’ rights. 
Every day in courtrooms across the 
country federal judges are the last line 
of defense for Americans’ rights. 

If anyone doubts the importance of 
the position of Federal district court 
judges, they need look no further than 
the district court judges assigned to sit 
on Federal Intelligence Surveillance 
Act, or FISA Court. This court was de-
signed specifically to act as a check on 
the Executive Branch, and when it is 
consulted as the law requires, it per-
forms a crucial role in our Govern-
ment’s system of checks and balances. 
In an extraordinary development, we 
read today that a federal judge as-
signed by the Chief Justice of the 
United States to serve on that court 
has resigned in the face of the disclo-
sure of this President’s secret surveil-
lance program outside of the legal 
FISA process. 

With the votes today, the Senate will 
be called upon to grant or withhold its 
consent to another seven judicial nomi-
nees. If they are confirmed, the Senate 
will have confirmed 225 of this Presi-
dent’s judicial nominees to lifetime ap-
pointments. If they are confirmed, the 
Senate will increase the number of con-
firmations this year by 50 percent in 
just one day, from 14 to 21. 

I chaired the Judiciary Committee 
for the second half of 2001. No judges 
had been confirmed that year before I 
became chair. In the last 5 months of 
the year we were able to have hearings, 
Committee consideration, and Senate 
votes on 28 new judges. We worked hard 
in spite of the 9/11 attacks and the an-
thrax attacks and succeeded in reduc-
ing vacancies and filling longstanding 
vacancies. Indeed in the 17 months I 
chaired the Judiciary Committee, the 
Senate proceeded to confirm 100 of this 
President’s nominees. It took Repub-
licans more than twice as long to 
match our record. Democrats pro-
ceeded in spite of the recent history of 
Republicans pocket filibustering more 
than 60 of President Clinton’s qualified, 
moderate nominees. 

As is clear from our record since that 
time, we have been willing to continue 
working with the Republican majority 
to fill vacancies on the federal bench— 
if only the President would send nomi-
nees. Unfortunately, along with home 
heating prices, gasoline prices, interest 
rates, the budget deficit and the trade 
deficit, judicial vacancies have also in-
creased dramatically this year. It al-
most seems that unless the White 

House can pick a partisan political 
fight, it really does not care very much 
about the Federal judiciary. I noted in 
the spring that we had not received 
new nominations this year from the 
President. Only recently has that 
begun to change but there are still 
more than 25 vacancies without a 
nominee. I urge the President, as the 
Democratic leader and I have urged 
him for some time, to work with Sen-
ators on both sides of the aisle to iden-
tify qualified, consensus candidates to 
fill these vacancies. 

NOMINATION OF VIRGINIA MARY KENDALL 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, included 

in the nominations just approved by 
the Senate is the nomination of Vir-
ginia Mary Kendall of Illinois to be the 
U.S. district judge for the Northern 
District of Illinois. She is replacing the 
retired Susanne Conlon. This is an ex-
traordinary woman who will make a 
great contribution to the Federal judi-
ciary. 

She is strongly supported by Senator 
OBAMA and myself, as well as Speaker 
DENNIS HASTERT. On a bipartisan basis, 
we reviewed many fine candidates for 
this vacancy and found Virginia Ken-
dall to be the best. With the approval 
of the White House, she moved through 
the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

I am anxious, as soon as I finish 
these remarks, to go to the cloakroom, 
place a phone call, and give her a 
Christmas present and let her know her 
nomination has been approved by the 
Senate. 

I would like to thank Judiciary Com-
mittee Chairman SPECTER, as well as 
Ranking Member LEAHY, for expediting 
the consideration of Ms. Kendall’s 
nomination. I also want to thank Sen-
ator OBAMA for the significant role 
that he played in the selection process. 
Finally, I want to thank House Speak-
er HASTERT for his role in the process 
and for his willingness to continue an 
Illinois tradition of seeking bipartisan 
cooperation in the recommendation of 
Federal district court nominees for 
presidential consideration. 

Virginia Kendall is a highly re-
spected federal prosecutor in Chicago 
with a stellar reputation for diligence, 
intelligence, and integrity. She has 
been in the U.S. Attorney’s office in 
the Northern District of Illinois for the 
past decade, and she has a great depth 
of experience. 

She is one of the leading prosecutors 
in the country in the area of child ex-
ploitation over the Internet, and she 
was the lead counsel in the first Inter-
net kidnaping case brought by the De-
partment of Justice. She has also pros-
ecuted domestic terrorism and cor-
porate fraud cases. 

Ms. Kendall has helped reduce Chi-
cago’s murder rate, by creating a novel 
program that emphasizes better out-
reach by law enforcement to parolee 
gun offenders and to at-risk students in 
the Chicago Public Schools. She has 
been the lead prosecutor in cases in-
volving the sale of weapons over the 
Internet to minors. 
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Ms. Kendall has also been extremely 

active in pro bono work. She has cre-
ated programs in which Federal pros-
ecutors go into Chicago high schools 
and educate students about the dangers 
of gun violence and the workings of the 
criminal justice system. One of her 
programs received an award from the 
Department of Justice as the most out-
standing volunteer program in the 
country. Ms. Kendall and her husband 
have worked closely with students 
from the Cristo Rey Jesuit High 
School, an amazing success story of a 
high school in Pilson, a low-income 
Latino neighborhood in Chicago. 

In addition, Ms. Kendall has served 
as an adjunct law professor at Loyola 
University law school for the past 12 
years. Some of her former law school 
students contacted me and said she was 
the best professor they ever had. That 
speaks very well of Ms. Kendall’s abil-
ity not only to understand the law, but 
to teach it. 

One of Ms. Kendall’s biggest sup-
porters is her boss—Patrick Fitz-
gerald—the United States Attorney in 
the Northern District of Illinois. He 
wrote me a long letter singing her 
praises, and he concluded: 

I can also assure you that Ginny is a warm 
and compassionate person who is very atten-
tive to the human needs of those she works 
with and supervises. Ginny’s combination of 
legal talents, experience as a prosecutor, su-
pervisor and instructor, and commitment to 
bettering the communities most in need of 
help would stand her in great stead if she 
were selected as a federal judge in this dis-
trict. 

I am pleased to report that Ms. Ken-
dall also receives high marks from her 
opposing counsel and has an excellent 
reputation in the criminal defense bar. 
One of her opposing counsel described 
her as ‘‘honorable, decent, ethical, and 
someone with an ideal temperament.’’ 
Another opposing counsel said Ms. 
Kendall was ‘‘down to earth, honest, 
straightforward, reliable, and full of in-
tegrity.’’ 

I was not surprised to learn that a 
substantial majority of the American 
Bar Association’s judicial nomination 
review committee gave Ms. Kendall 
their highest possible rating of ‘‘Well 
Qualified.’’ I am confident that, as a 
judge, Ms. Kendall will serve with 
honor, courage, and distinction on the 
Federal bench in the Northern District 
of Illinois for many years to come. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
turn to legislative session. 

The Senator from Louisiana. 
(The remarks of Ms. LANDRIEU per-

taining to the introduction of S. 2171 
and S. 2172 are located in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Statements on Intro-
duced Bills and Joint Resolutions.’’) 

f 

HURRICANE RELIEF 

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, while 
we did leave a lot of work to be done, 

I do want to thank my colleagues, par-
ticularly Chairman COCHRAN and Sen-
ator BYRD, for shepherding through a 
tremendous direct relief bill. That 
would not have happened without these 
two leaders. It was initially sent to us 
at $17 billion, with an anemic funding 
level for our levees. It was basically a 
bill that fixed Federal buildings and 
sent money to Federal bureaucracies 
and didn’t reach the people directly or 
our cities or counties or parishes or 
churches or schools or hospitals. Sen-
ator COCHRAN took that bill and he 
stood it up and added some extraor-
dinary pieces to it and fought like a 
tiger to keep that money flexible but 
accountable so our Governors could 
start rebuilding our States again, with 
help from the Federal Government; not 
just promises but real help. If it had 
not been for Senators COCHRAN and 
BYRD and the appropriators who helped 
to stand this bill up, we would be leav-
ing here tonight in a much less hopeful 
situation. 

We passed that bill out of here a lit-
tle while ago. It is headed to the House 
of Representatives. That part is not 
controversial, but the process is con-
troversial. I hope the House Members 
will pass that tomorrow so the people 
of the gulf coast, who have been wait-
ing not for a week, not for 2 weeks, but 
for 4 months for this Congress to send 
some package of hope, other than 
money to FEMA, but a package of hope 
to our elected officials so they can get 
their parishes stood up, people back 
home, the lights turned on, the hos-
pitals working again, the universities 
functioning again, and stop firing and 
start hiring people so we can stand up 
this economy. 

I am hoping that tomorrow the 
House will act, and we will at least 
send this $29 billion home. Just today 
the President signed an $8 billion tax 
relief package that is full of targeted 
and specific tax credits and tax relief 
for businesses and individuals that will 
help as well. I thank the administra-
tion for their support of that bill. 

Particularly I thank Senators BAU-
CUS and GRASSLEY. Senator BLANCHE 
LINCOLN worked very hard on many 
portions of this bill as a member of the 
Finance Committee. I could not leave 
tonight to go home for the holidays 
without thanking Senators GRASSLEY 
and BAUCUS. Without them, that bill 
never would have made it through the 
process. On the House side, Congress-
man JIM MCCRERY and my own Con-
gressman from New Orleans, BILL JEF-
FERSON, had a great deal to do with the 
success of that bill. 

As we get ready to celebrate Christ-
mas and we remember members of our 
own family, my parents, my siblings, 
cousins, very good friends who have 
lost their homes and their businesses, 
as we remember the 250,000 homes that 
have been destroyed and the millions of 
people impacted negatively, at least 
this Congress can say we passed an $8 
billion tax bill that will help many di-
rectly and give them immediate relief 

as it was signed today, and this $29 bil-
lion direct package reallocating FEMA 
money that is sitting in a bank ac-
count and give it to people for this 
Christmas holiday, and then to resolve 
when we get back to take up and de-
sign some new tools for reconstruction 
that can help in the area particularly 
of housing, which is such a desperate 
need, and reorganization of our neigh-
borhoods and communities. 

I can rest assured that the leadership 
in Louisiana, with the Louisiana Re-
covery District, led by the Governor, 
who appointed Norman Francis and 
Walter Isaacson, the two leaders of the 
LRA, is prepared, with our local offi-
cials, to come up with new and innova-
tive strategies to build a great city of 
New Orleans again, the great parishes 
of Jefferson, St. Bernard, and 
Plaquemine, then to move over to the 
southwest and give the small parishes, 
such as Cameron, which was totally de-
stroyed, the help they need to stand 
back up, so we can stand up our farms, 
hospitals, petrochemical industry, 
keep our ports open, start hiring teach-
ers and doctors back, and start build-
ing up the 18,000 businesses that were 
lost. Forty-one percent of the busi-
nesses in Louisiana were destroyed by 
this hurricane. Our income fell 25 per-
cent, our personal income, in a report 
released today. 

I know everybody is tired. It has been 
a long day. I am ready to go home my-
self and have a few Christmas gifts 
wrapped before the weekend. But I can 
say that last night in New Orleans, 
there was the first party thrown in a 
long time at Gallier Hall, the old city 
hall. Although Senator VITTER and I 
couldn’t be there, 500 people showed up. 
While there were a lot of stories about 
the heartache that had occurred, there 
was a lot of hope in the hearts of the 
people who came. There were former 
mayors and former council members 
and leaders of the community, Black 
and White, Hispanic and Asian. And de-
spite the fact that still this Congress 
doesn’t understand in every way why 
New Orleans matters, I can promise 
you that the spirit of the people who 
live in this city will not let it die, will 
not let south Louisiana die. 

We are going to come back and work 
even harder to add to the package we 
passed tonight to get the job done and 
to be a model for the country, should 
this catastrophe ever strike another 
area again. 

I thank my colleagues for getting 
through at least tonight the $29 billion 
of direct relief and the $8 billion tax 
package. When we come back, we have 
work to do on coastal, work to do on 
housing. I look forward to working 
with Members on both sides of the aisle 
to get the job done for the people of 
Louisiana and the gulf coast. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
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