January 31, 2006

HONORING THE LIFE AND BSAC-
RIFICE OF ARMY SGT. DENNIS J.
FLANAGAN OF INVERNESS, FL

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to commemorate the life
and sacrifice of Army SGT Dennis J. Flanagan
of Inverness, Florida. Sergeant Flanagan was
killed by terrorist insurgents while on patrol in
Hawijah, Irag. In times when children and fam-
ilies need role models to look up to and emu-
late, Sergeant Flanagan was a true American
hero.

A 2001 graduate of Lecanto High School,
Sergeant Flanagan was an active member of
the Junior ROTC, achieving the rank of First
Lieutenant his junior year. Within a week fol-
lowing the terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001, Sergeant Flanagan enlisted in the U.S.
Army. Serving with the 101st Airborne Divi-
sion, 327th Infantry Regiment, 1st Brigade
Combat Team, Sergeant Flanagan was part of
the air assault infantry that invaded Iraq in
20083.

Following his first tour of duty, Sergeant
Flanagan re-enlisted this past September for a
second tour in lrag. He was killed January
20th, along with three other U.S. soldiers
when an improvised explosive device blew up
his Humvee. Only the driver of the Humvee
survived the blast.

Sergeant Flanagan was a soldier who firmly
believed in the mission in Iraq and in advanc-
ing the cause of freedom. As a young boy,
Sergeant Flanagan knew that he wanted to be
a soldier in the U.S. Armed Forces. A soldier
who felt we must defend America and fight for
freedom, Sergeant Flanagan received glowing
recommendations from his superior officers
and fellow soldiers. One of the principle rea-
sons that he re-enlisted was to act as a men-
tor to the newly enlisted soldiers and to help
train the Iraqgi army recruits.

Speaking of his future as a soldier and a
patriot, Sergeant Flanagan once wrote a poem
that included the words, “And now, my son, |
pray to thee. Never ever forget me; that | died
a soldier’s death, to keep you free with my last
breath.” The speaker then passes a torch and
says, “Keep it high for liberty.” These pro-
phetic words show that Sergeant Flanagan
knew the risks associated with serving as a
soldier and that he was willing to accept that
risk fighting for America and for liberty and
freedom.

Mr. Speaker, as a mother and a grand-
mother, | know the pain that comes when a
child leaves home for the first time. What Ser-
geant Flanagan’s family must cope with today,
however, is the knowledge that their child will
not return home. | can offer this pledge, how-
ever; that this Congress will never forget the
sacrifice Sergeant Flanagan made serving his
country.

———

TRIBUTE TO RAUL RODRIGUEZ
HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the achievements of Raul Rodriguez
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who served as Managing Director of the North
American Development Bank (NADBank)
since October of 2000.

Mr. Speaker, the NADBank, a U.S.-Mexico
international institution created under NAFTA
and headquartered in San Antonio, works to fi-
nance and develop needed environmental in-
frastructure projects in the border region such
as water and wastewater treatment plants.

Under the leadership of Mr. Rodriquez, the
North American Development Bank has seen
dramatic growth in its portfolio, and in its abil-
ity to help communities in the U.S.-Mexico
border region improve their quality of life.

Since Mr. Rodriguez took the reigns in
2000, the NADBank has increased the diver-
sity of its programs in order to reach more
communities, not only financing water and
wastewater projects, but also developing
projects in other environmental areas such as
water conservation.

Mr. Rodriguez has been instrumental in fa-
cilitating a higher level of coordination be-
tween the U.S. and Mexico on environmental
issues of mutual concern. He is a true friend
to the United States and a true advocate of
the U.S.-Mexico border region.

Mr. Speaker, San Antonio is proud to have
dedicated service from Raul Rodriguez.

———

CONGRATULATING DR. ERIKA
MARTINA NELSON

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Dr. Erika M. Nelson of Provi-
dence Village, Texas for receiving the pres-
tigious Fulbright award to study abroad in Aus-
tria during the 2005-2006 academic year. Dr.
Nelson was honored with this award for her
talents in teaching Language and Literature at
the University of North Texas.

The Fulbright Program is sponsored by the
Department of State Bureau of Educational
and Cultural Affairs. The program was estab-
lished in 1946 with the purpose of building
mutual understanding between the people of
the United States and the rest of the world by
allowing recipients to study, lecture or conduct
research in an international exchange pro-
gram.

Erika was selected on the basis of profes-
sional and academic achievement, as well as
demonstrated leadership potential in her field.

| extend my sincere congratulations to Dr.
Erika Martina Nelson on receiving this award
and commend her dedication and desire to
help her school, community and country.

———

CONGRATULATING ANDREW dJ.
BENYO JR. UPON HIS RETIRE-
MENT AS SUPERVISOR IN HAZLE
TOWNSHIP, PENNSYLVANIA

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the
House of Representatives to pay tribute to An-
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drew J. Benyo Jr., a supervisor in Hazle
Township, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, who
has retired after completing 18 years of dedi-
cated public service.

Mr. Benyo was educated at St. Gabriel's El-
ementary and High School in the city of Hazle-
ton, Pennsylvania and at St. Bernard’s College
in Cullman, Alabama, where he earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in education and
English.

He is a veteran of the United States Air
Force, having served during the Vietnam War
at DaNang Air Base in the field of combat
support.

During his years of service as an elected of-
ficial in Hazle Township, Mr. Benyo held fast
to a campaign promise to avoid raising prop-
erty taxes. He was successful in accom-
plishing numerous construction projects, in-
cluding Humboldt Fire Station No. 2, Commu-
nity Park Soccer Fields, Babe Ruth Field,
North Park Road and the Municipal Office
Complex and Commons Building.

An environmental activist, Mr. Benyo also
served on the Council of Governments.

Well known for his compassion and respon-
siveness to his constituents, he was a driving
force in securing a resolution to water prob-
lems in the Beaver Brook area of the town-
ship.

He was also instrumental in bringing about
the connector road between Route 93 and
Route 309 in the area of 28th Street in the
township.

Mr. Benyo never failed to make himself
available, especially during winter months,
and, in particular, during the severe winter
storms of 1993, 1996 and the ice storm of
2005.

Mr. Benyo enjoys spending time with his
wife, Judy, and their children, Karin and Sgt.
Andrew J. Benyo 3d, who is serving with the
U. S. Army Rangers, and his wife, Christine.
He also intends to make time for salmon and
deep sea fishing and his other hobbies that in-
clude boating, woodworking and cooking.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Mr. Benyo for 18 years of devoted serv-
ice and commitment to his community.

Because of individuals like Mr. Benyo, the
quality of life in communities like West Hazle-
ton is enhanced. And, for that, we can all be
grateful.

———

TRIBUTE TO EDWARD “TONY”’
LYONS OF CITRUS COUNTY, FL

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to recognize Edward
“Tony” Lyons of Citrus County, Florida. Tony
was recently named the 2005 Florida Army
National Guard Soldier of the Year.

Born in Nicaragua, Tony moved to Floral
City, Florida at the age of two. He currently
lives with his aunt, who is also his adopted
mother, serves in the Florida Army National
Guard and works construction in Citrus Hills to
help support his family.

As an outstanding student athlete at Citrus
High School, Tony led the cross country team,
finishing sixth at the state meet and earning
multiple awards for his athletic prowess.
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Tony signed up as a member of the Florida
Army National Guard in late 2004, and imme-
diately dedicated himself to the rigors of train-
ing. Assigned to the Hernando County-based
856th Quartermaster Battalion, Tony earned
the Soldier of the Year award by finishing first
among the Army Guard soldiers who com-
pleted a rigorous testing regimen conducted at
Camp Blanding in North Florida.

Mr. Speaker, Tony’s recognition shows that
hard work and dedication in pursuit of a goal
can indeed bring success. | congratulate him
on being named the 2005 Florida Army Na-
tional Guard Soldier of the Year, and wish him
good luck in the upcoming first Army Southern
Region National Guard Soldier of the Year
competition.

—————

TRIBUTE TO TUX AND BOOTS
BALL

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the sesquicentennial of Atascosa Coun-
ty, which is a county in the 28th district of
Texas and was founded in 1856. This year
marks the 150th anniversary of Atascosa’s be-
ginnings and we will kick off a year long cele-
bration at the annual Tux and Boots Ball on
Saturday, January 28th in Pleasanton, TX.

Mr. Speaker, Atascosa County is south of
San Antonio on the Rio Grande Plain region of
south central Texas. The first census taken in
Atascosa County was in 1860 and counted
1,578 people. Today, Atascosa County’s pop-
ulation is at more than 43,000 residents.

The earliest schools in Atascosa County
were organized around the time of the Civil
War. By 1914, there were thirty-seven schools
in the county. By the 1940s the school districts
had begun to consolidate. The total number of
persons over the age of twenty-five who had
completed four years of high school rose from
1,300 in 1950 to 2,083 in 1960. In addition,
the number of residents with some college
rose from 395 in 1950 to 473 in 1960. By the
year 2000, when the census counted 38,628
people living in Atascosa County, over 65 per-
cent of residents age twenty-five and older
had four years of high school. Agriculture,
government services, and some light manufac-
turing are key elements of the area’s econ-
omy. The largest communities in the County
are Jourdanton, the county seat, and
Pleasanton the county’s largest town. Other
communities include Poteet, Lytle, Charlotte,
Christine, Leming, McCoy, and Peggy. Some
of the County’s wonderful attractions include
the Poteet Strawberry Festival, the Jourdanton
Days Celebration, and the Cowboy Home-
coming and Rodeo in Pleasanton. As we look
back on the last 150 years with pride, we also
look forward to a promising future for
Atascosa.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor Atascosa
County on their 150th anniversary and all of
their accomplishments.
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CONGRATULATING MR. ERIC R.
JONES

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Mr. Eric R. Jones of Denton,
Texas for receiving the prestigious Fulbright
award to study abroad in Bolivia during the
20052006 academic year. Mr. Jones was
honored with this award for his studies in
Ethnomusicology at the University of North
Texas.

The Fulbright Program is sponsored by the
Department of State Bureau of Educational
and Cultural Affairs. The program was estab-
lished in 1946 with the purpose of building
mutual understanding between the people of
the United States and the rest of the world by
allowing recipients to study, lecture or conduct
research in an international exchange pro-
gram.

Eric was selected on the basis of academic
achievement, as well as demonstrated leader-
ship potential in his field.

| extend my sincere congratulations to Mr.
Eric Jones on receiving this award and com-
mend his dedication and desire to help his
school, community and country.

———————

ON REMOVAL OF NAME AS CO-
SPONSOR OF HOUSE RESOLU-
TIONS 635, 636, AND 637

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, during the December recess | was
surprised to read in a newspaper article that |
was listed as a cosponsor of House Resolu-
tions 635, 636 and 637 since | had not co-
sponsored any of these measures. | discov-
ered that due to administrative errors, my
name was mistakenly added to these bills by
the Judiciary Committee staff. | never was a
cosponsor of any of them but the only way to
correct the committee’s error under the rules
of the House is to ask unanimous consent to
have my name removed as a cosponsor even
though | never asked to be added to these
pieces of legislation. | could not correct these
errors until the House reconvened, which is
why | am taking this action today.

| have been involved in two impeachment
proceedings against American Presidents. The
first was in 1974, during the impeachment in-
quiry related to President Nixon when | served
on the staff of a member of the House Judici-
ary Committee, Congressman Don Edwards.
The second was in 1998, as a Member of the
Judiciary Committee during the impeachment
of President Clinton.

Impeachment of a President is provided for
in the Constitution only in cases of bribery,
treason or “high crimes and misdemeanors.”
The latter phrase had a very specific meaning
to the drafters of our Constitution and was
meant to include misbehavior by a President
that threatened the very nature of our govern-
ment. President Nixon resigned before the
Congress could vote on his impeachment, but
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the impeachment articles adopted by a bipar-
tisan majority of the Judiciary Committee in-
cluded behavior that was so lawless that it
could threaten the very nature of the American
government.

The partisan 1998 impeachment was based
on personal misbehavior by the President and
was, in my judgment, a misuse of the im-
peachment provisions in the Constitution. Use
of impeachment for any reason that does not
meet the standard set in the Constitution must
be avoided by the Congress.

Serious questions have been raised about
President Bush’s actions in approving
warrantless wiretaps by the NSA, as well as
questions about both the Vice President’'s and
the President’s information that was provided
to the Congress as the basis for the decision
to initiate war in Iraq. These important ques-
tions need to be answered, and Congress
should then consider the answers in a careful,
deliberate and thoughtful manner. It is impor-
tant that this process be done in a dis-
passionate way that avoids partisanship. This
thorough analysis should, in my judgment, be
undertaken before anything such as these res-
olutions are considered.

——————

TRIBUTE TO FALLBROOK PEOPLE
TO PEOPLE SERVICES

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to honor
Fallbrook People to People Services on the
occasion of 24 years of outstanding services
to the North County San Diego community.

On January 29, 2006, Fallbrook People to
People Services celebrated 24 years of pro-
viding nonprofit, volunteer run, free employ-
ment and counseling resources to under
served members of North San Diego County.
The volunteers have served the community by
matching citizens with needs with individuals
whom can assist. As a result, over 11,300
jobs have been identified and filled.

Mr. Speaker, with the dedication of
Fallborook People to People Service volun-
teers, many elderly or incapacitated clients are
able to find affordable home health care,
housekeeping, and home maintenance assist-
ance that they would otherwise be unable to
locate. Many local businesses also take ad-
vantage of this resource to staff sales, service,
office and maintenance positions. Young
mothers, first time workers, and middle-aged
women are given assistance to support their
families and find meaningful employment in
order to become self-sufficient citizens.

On the occasion of Fallbrook People to Peo-
ple Service’s 24th anniversary, | would like to
personally recognize the work of those who
have served as volunteers, staff and board
members of this exceptional, nonprofit organi-
zation.

———

TRIBUTE TO CHRIS JONES
HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the accomplishment of Chris Jones, a
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