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This is supposed to be the people’s house. 

Therefore, the President should not be able 
to override our governance and make us part 
of his Gestapo regime. 

f 

MEDICARE FOR ALL ACT 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, the story of our 
Nation’s healthcare system is one of great 
success but also one of great failure and 
missed opportunity. We have some of the fin-
est medical institutions in the world: the best 
trained medical professionals, cutting-edge 
technology, and state-of-the-art facilities. 

We also have, however, major gaps in our 
healthcare system. At last count nearly 46 mil-
lion Americans were uninsured. Close to six 
million Americans lost their insurance between 
2000 and 2004. More than 18,000 Americans 
die prematurely each year because they lack 
health insurance coverage. Despite the out-
standing job by hospitals, community health 
centers, and others, our safety net is becom-
ing threadbare. Federal spending on the 
healthcare safety net declined 8.9 percent be-
tween 2001 and 2004, while the need con-
tinues to grow even larger. 

The time is ripe for action. Today several of 
my Democratic colleagues and I are intro-
ducing a bill to bring the tried, true, and trust-
ed Medicare program to all. This bill will for 
the first time make Medicare available to those 
under age 65. Americans will also have the 
option of selecting any of the plans offered to 
members of Congress, the President, and 
Federal employees. 

According to the Institute of Medicine, cov-
ering all Americans will actually save the 
country $380 billion a year. That is partly be-
cause we are already paying for the health 
care of the uninsured through emergency 
room services. By providing people the ability 
to obtain comprehensive healthcare coverage, 
they will be able to receive better prevention 
services and earlier treatments, lowering the 
cost of their care. All Americans will reap the 
economic benefits of a healthier Nation. 

And this plan will save not only lives, but 
also American industries and jobs. We cur-
rently have an unlevel economic playing field. 
American companies are competing in the 
international marketplace against companies 
that do not directly bear the costs of providing 
their employees and retirees health care. 
American companies are doing the right thing, 
but being penalized for it. 

I am pleased to introduce this ‘‘Medicare for 
All’’ bill today as a companion bill to the legis-
lation Senator KENNEDY introduced yesterday. 
I urge my colleagues to support this bill, and 
I urge the Republican leadership to let us ad-
dress the healthcare crisis faced by millions of 
Americans. 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO ELLEN 
KNOWLTON; SPECIAL AGENT IN 
CHARGE OF THE FBI LAS VEGAS 
OFFICE 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the contributions of Ellen Knowlton, who 
retires from the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tions on February 3, 2006, after 24 years of 
dedicated service. 

Special Agent in Charge Ellen Knowlton, is 
a graduate of California State University, Sac-
ramento, where she received a bachelors of 
science in business administration. She also 
obtained a master’s degree in business ad-
ministration from Saint Mary’s College, 
Moraga, California. Prior to joining the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, she worked in the In-
surance Industry as a Claims Supervisor. 

Agent Knowlton has served in many offices 
and many positions throughout her years as 
an FBI agent. She has traveled the world on 
assignment and lived in many cities and coun-
tries as demanded by her job. Mrs. Knowlton’s 
first assignment was to the FBI’s Sacramento 
Field Office, where she was responsible for in-
vestigating bank robbery, fugitive, and kidnap-
ping matters. She was later transferred to the 
Oklahoma City Field Office, where she was re-
sponsible for investigating white-collar crime 
matters. 

When assigned to the San Francisco Field 
Office, she was responsible for investigating 
foreign counterintelligence and white-collar 
crime matters. In the New Orleans Field Of-
fice, she supervised the White-Collar Crime 
Squad. Later, she became Unit Chief in the 
Criminal Investigative Division at FBIHQ. 
Other managerial positions Mrs. Knowlton held 
were Assistant Special Agent in Charge, FCI 
ASAC, and Criminal Special Agent in Charge 
of the Washington Field Office, Inspector, and 
Deputy Assistant Director of the National Se-
curity Division, Counterintelligence Operations 
Support. 

In May of 2002 Agent Ellen Knowlton 
moved with her family to Las Vegas in order 
to begin her job as Special Agent in Charge 
of the FBI’s Las Vegas office. During her ten-
ure, Agent Knowlton has earned the respect of 
her colleagues and community leaders. 

Mr. Speaker, we have been fortunate to 
have Ellen Knowlton in Las Vegas, Nevada, 
and the state has benefited from her knowl-
edge and skill as an FBI agent. It is with great 
pleasure that I recognize Agent Knowlton 
today, and I ask my colleagues to join with me 
in honoring all FBI agents, like Agent Ellen 
Knowlton, who have dedicated years of their 
lives to protecting the residents of our commu-
nities. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FIRST PRES-
BYTERIAN CHURCH OF 
SUCCASUNNA 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the First Presbyterian Church 

of Succasunna in the Township of Roxbury, 
Morris County, New Jersey, a vibrant commu-
nity I am proud to represent. On April 29, 
2006, the good citizens of Succasunna will 
celebrate the First Presbyterian Church’s 
250th anniversary. 

The congregation first organized in 1756. In 
1760, their first building was erected and 
measured approximately 36 by 40 feet in size, 
had plain seats, an unfinished floor and no 
ceiling. In fact, it wasn’t until 1768 that the 
congregation was strong enough to extend a 
call for a full-time pastor, Reverend William 
Woodhull, whom they shared with a congrega-
tion in Chester, New Jersey for a salary of 
£400. The church building was used during 
the Revolutionary War for barracks, for a hos-
pital, and to keep material dry. It is rumored 
that George Washington visited hospitalized 
troops there. When the new Centennial Bell 
for Independence Hall in Philadelphia was 
being cast, the church contributed one of the 
cannons being stored there for bell metal. 

On May 3, 1817, the church incorporated a 
Board of Trustees as ‘‘The Trustees of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Suckasunny 
Plains.’’ 

In 1853, the congregation tore down the 
original building and raised a new one in the 
fall of the same year. Amongst other relics, 
they placed a brief history of the church, a list 
of the officers and members at that time, cer-
tain newspapers, and a bullet found in remov-
ing the old building bearing the date in etching 
July 4, 1776 within the cornerstone of the new 
church. The first service in this new building 
was the funeral for Mahlon Dickerson, a distin-
guished native son, who had been judge, gen-
eral, Governor of New Jersey, Member of 
Congress, and Secretary of the Navy in the 
cabinet of President Jackson. He was respon-
sible for bringing President Martin Van Buren 
to worship there. 

The building, now known as the Chapel, 
was erected in the memory of Eliza Platt Stod-
dard, a step-daughter to then Reverend Dr. 
Elijah W. Stoddard. In 1957, a committee 
planned fundraising for a new pipe organ and 
a major expansion project for what is now 
known as Fellowship Hall. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating the First Pres-
byterian Church of Succasunna on the cele-
bration of its 250 years serving Morris County. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JO ANN DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, I was granted a leave of absence for De-
cember 19, 2005. Had I been present, I would 
have voted the following: 

Rollcall 665, H.R. 2520, the Stem Cell 
Therapeutic and Research Act—‘‘yea.’’ 

Rollcall 666, waiving points of order against 
the conference report on H.R. 2863, Depart-
ment of Defense Appropriations for FY06— 
‘‘yea.’’ 

Rollcall 667, H. Con. Res. 284, expressing 
the sense of Congress with respect to the 
2005 presidential and parliamentary elections 
in Israel—‘‘yea.’’ 

Rollcall 668, motion to recommit Conference 
Report to H.R. 2863, Defense Appropriations 
for FY06—‘‘nay.’’ 
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Rollcall 669, H.R. 2863, on agreeing to the 

Department of Defense Appropriations Con-
ference Report for FY06—‘‘yea.’’ 

Rollcall 670, S. 1932, on agreeing to the 
Conference Report to the Budget Reconcili-
ation bill for FY06—‘‘yea.’’ 

Rollcall 671, H. Con. Res. 275, expressing 
the sense of Congress regarding the edu-
cation curriculum in the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia—‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

PETER R. STROHM JOINS 
MANTOLOKING BOROUGH COUNCIL 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, 
January 2, Peter R. Strohm was sworn in as 
a new member of the Mantoloking Borough 
Council. Joining him in taking the oath of of-
fice for a three-year term was incumbent John 
H. Jones. 

As the only Democrat on the seven member 
council, Mr. Strohm will be bringing a bipar-
tisan spirit, years of legal experience and a 
desire to work long hours on behalf of the ap-
proximately 500 residents of Mantoloking, NJ, 
a beautiful, historic seashore community. 

He is a principal in the law firm of Rothstein, 
Mandell, Strohm, Must & Gertner in Lake-
wood, NJ, in which he has practiced for 35 
years. He serves and chairs a number of com-
mittees of the Ocean County Bar Association 
and of the New Jersey Supreme Court, includ-
ing probate, chancery, and judicial appoint-
ments. In 2000, he received the Profes-
sionalism Award from the New Jersey State 
Bar Association. 

He served in the past as an adjunct pro-
fessor of law at Georgian Court University in 
Lakewood, NJ, and from 1968 to 1996, in the 
U.S. Army Reserve, from which he retired as 
a Lieutenant Colonel. 

Mr. Strohm received degrees from Wash-
ington & Lee, Columbia University School of 
Law, New York University School of Law, and 
the United States Command and General Staff 
College of Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 

I congratulate Mr. Strohm and Mr. Jones as 
they begin their terms in office. Although 
Mantoloking is a small community, it is busy 
tackling large problems, such a beach erosion, 
bridge construction and protection of the frag-
ile seashore environment. I look forward to 
working with them and their county, state and 
federal representatives on these critical 
issues. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO CHARLES 
AND PATRICIA WILLIAMS FOR 
THEIR VOLUNTEER EFFORTS TO 
PRESERVE RED ROCK CANYON 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Charles and Patricia Williams, retirees 
from the Las Vegas community, who have 
given countless hours of service in helping 
preserve the Red Rock Canyon National Con-
servation Area. 

Chuck and Pat moved to Las Vegas in 1995 
and started their love affair with the canyon. 
They enjoyed hiking there every weekend and, 
after Chuck’s retirement in 1999, they decided 
it was time to repay Red Rock Canyon for the 
enjoyment that they had received. They began 
regularly volunteering their time and have 
since contributed over 13,000 hours of service 
dedicated to area preservation, improvement, 
and restoration. 

Both Chuck and Pat are active in the volun-
teer organization Friends of Red Rock Can-
yon, a group of volunteers dedicated to pre-
serving the canyon. They perform a wide 
range of tasks including removing graffiti and 
trash, maintaining the authorized trail system, 
and rebuilding and repairing miles of trails. 
Chuck was president of the group from 2000 
to 2002 and continues to participate in cultural 
site documentation and monitoring, trail reha-
bilitation and work event coordination; Pat has 
been the membership coordinator since 2000 
and was elected president in 2004. 

In 2002, Chuck and Pat were recipients of 
the Bureau of Land Managements National 
Volunteer Award, ‘‘Making a Difference on 
Public Lands,’’ and later in 2004 they received 
‘‘The Presidents Call to Service Award,’’ for 
their volunteer contributions. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful for the oppor-
tunity to honor this couple and their contribu-
tions to the protection of the environment of 
the state of Nevada. 

f 

IN MEMORIAL OF GEORGE 
WORTHINGTON WILLIAMS 

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life of my dear friend, George Wor-
thington ‘‘Jo Jo’’ Williams of Dunn, NC, who 
died December 8, 2005. In his passing, North 
Carolinians and veterans everywhere have 
lost a tireless voice and an outstanding civic 
leader. 

Jo Jo Williams led a rich and full life, high-
lighted by his boundless energy and patriot-
ism. Mr. Williams was a veteran of World War 
II, serving in the Army Air Corps in the South 
Pacific theater of operations. Following the 
war, Jo Jo’s dedication to those who serve our 
country led him to become a passionate advo-
cate for America’s veterans. As a U.S. Army 
veteran myself, I truly appreciate his life-long 
work on behalf of veterans. He maintained 
membership in numerous organizations includ-
ing the American Legion, the Military Order of 
the Purple Heart, Disabled American Vet-
erans, AM Vets, the World War II Commis-
sion, and 20th Air Force Association. Jo Jo 
was also a life board member of Veterans of 
Foreign Wars National Home for Children and 
was chosen by the American Legion of North 
Carolina to attend the dedication of the World 
War II Memorial here in Washington, DC. 

However, Mr. Williams’s service and con-
tributions were not limited to the arena of vet-
erans. Jo Jo also found time to be active in 
countless other community endeavors. He 
served as a chairman and member of the 
Harnett County Nursing Home Commission, 
as a member and former chair of the State 
Employees Credit Union, and as a trustee for 

the Harnett County Library Commission. Fol-
lowing his retirement from the N.C. State Sur-
plus Division in Raleigh, he served as Harnett 
County magistrate. He also served on the 
Dunn Planning Board and as a member of the 
Harnett County Jury Commission. Additionally, 
Mr. Williams was an active member of First 
Baptist Church where he acted as clerk for 25 
years and a popular Sunday school teacher 
and church deacon. 

Though the death of a friend brings great 
sadness, it is a privilege for me to take a mo-
ment to honor a man who spent so much of 
his life honoring others. Let Jo Jo Williams’s 
life serve as a testament to caring, sacrifice 
and service. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MATTHEW MYRICK, 
TEXAS STATE TROOPER 

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, last 
month, Texas lost a law-enforcement officer in 
the line of duty. Trooper Matthew DeWayne 
Myrick lived in Hereford, TX, and served as a 
State trooper for 2 years. He died in an auto-
mobile accident while responding to another 
accident south of Hereford. 

While I didn’t have the honor to know 
Trooper Myrick personally, I did have the op-
portunity to pay my respects at his memorial 
service. There I learned about a remarkable 
man who loved God, his family and his coun-
try. 

Trooper Myrick served his country as a 
member of the U.S. Navy. He then earned 
both his undergraduate degree and a masters 
degree in Agronomy from Texas Tech Univer-
sity. He was a devoted husband of Christy 
and loving father of four children, Matilyn, 
Tate, Luke and Embry. A family man, he was 
well known for his strong faith in God. His love 
for God was the center of his life and affected 
every part of his life. 

Trooper Myrick leaves behind a great legacy 
of faith, love for his family and public service. 
He will be greatly missed by all who knew and 
loved him and by those West Texans he 
served through his work with the Texas State 
Patrol. His family and community can be 
proud of his life of love and service. He is an 
example to us all of a life well-lived. 

f 

THE FEDERAL MINE SAFETY AND 
HEALTH ACT OF 2006 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, in the month of 
January, two major mining accidents took 
place in West Virginia, killing 12 miners at the 
Sago mine in Upshur County and 2 at the 
Alma mine in Logan County. Today the West 
Virginia congressional delegation on a bipar-
tisan basis, introduced the Federal Mine Safe-
ty and Health Act of 2006. This mine safety 
legislation will require the Mine Safety and 
Health Administration to issue regulations to 
provide for immediate notification of mine acci-
dents, new regulations for mine safety teams 
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