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TRIBUTE TO CYNTHIA MATHEWS

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 16, 2006

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | have the privilege
of rising this evening to honor Cynthia Mat-
hews, a dedicated member of our community
who recently retired after 40 years of service
with Planned Parenthood Mar Monte organiza-
tion. | have had the pleasure of working with
Cynthia for many of those years and | can at-
test to her commitment to our community as
well as her steadfast support of civil liberties
that will continue to protect women’s health.

In 1965, Cynthia began her involvement
with Planned Parenthood as a volunteer in
San Diego County. She later served as both
staff and board member of the organization.
She was instrumental in ensuring the well-
being of young mothers by organizing an
abortion referral service to Mexico prior to the
Therapeutic Abortion Act of 1967.

After moving to Santa Cruz in 1970, Cynthia
was instrumental in forming Planned Parent-
hood of Santa Cruz County, where she served
as the agency’s first executive director. After a
brief absence during which she gave birth to
her second child, she rejoined the organization
in 1979. Cynthia guided the growing affiliate to
eventually become part of Planned Parent-
hood Mar Monte, a network that includes
much of California and Nevada. Officially, she
was a part-time public affairs staff member,
however, all who know her were aware that
she worked well beyond her outlined duties.
Cynthia actively built coalitions, engaged vol-
unteers, sustained Planned Parenthood’s com-
munity presence, and protected the civil lib-
erties and health of her community.

Beyond Planned Parenthood, Cynthia’s out-
standing reputation as a public figure and lib-
eral activist is strengthened by her tireless
dedication to the City of Santa Cruz. Ms. Mat-
hews has served as a city council member, a
founding member of the Downtown Neighbors
Association, a member of the Planning Com-
mission and Zoning Board, a participant in Vi-
sion Santa Cruz, a cochair of the Santa Cruz
High Centennial Campaign, and a volunteer
on four successful election campaigns for
schools and municipal revenues. She now
holds the seat of Mayor of Santa Cruz.
Through her involvement in these organiza-
tions she has positively affected the quality of
life for many residents in our community. She
is an ideal role model for those who seek to
create change through activism and | am hon-
ored to have worked with her throughout the
many positions she has held. Though Cynthia
has retired from her official position with
Planned Parenthood Mar Monte, her position
as Mayor will allow me to continue to work
with her to support and strengthen our com-
munity and ensure that women have safe ac-
cess to quality reproductive healthcare.

Mr. Speaker, in a time where women’s
health and medical care is threatened by
budget deficits and a conservative agenda, |
am immensely thankful for Cynthia’s selfless
service. | am confident that her legacy will
continue as the women she has mentored
take up the torch and encourage a new gen-
erations of voters to honor their promise to
America’s women.
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IN HONOR OF THE ASSOCIATED
GENERAL CONTRACTORS OF ST.
LOUIS

HON. W. TODD AKIN

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 16, 2006

Mr. AKIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize and commend the Associated General
Contractors (AGC) of St. Louis. In 2005 alone
the AGC has been involved in more that $52
billion worth of construction projects that em-
ployed approximately 80,000 workers. The
members of the AGC provide the skill, team-
work and spirit of innovation that makes a last-
ing contribution to our community; building fa-
cilities that support and enhance the quality of
life in the St. Louis region. Whether it is a
church or school, road or utilities, these skilled
craftspeople conduct themselves and their
work in a safe manner so as to avoid acci-
dents and injuries. Their commitment to ex-
ceptional standards has been recognized by
both the U.S. Department of Labor and the
Occupational Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA) along with receiving the coveted first
place award for safety excellence from the Na-
tional AGC Safety Awards (NASA) Program
for 2004 and prior years. The AGC has also
created a special safety training unit, Oper-
ation Safesite, which includes two full-time
construction professionals who provide on the
jobsite training along with construction training
school classes. | applaud the AGC’s vision
and commitment toward improving construc-
tion safety in the St. Louis metropolitan com-
munity. | would like to recognize February 21—
February 28 as Construction Safety Week in
St. Louis County.

———————

97TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
NAACP, FEBRUARY 12, 2006

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 16, 2006

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today in honor of the 97th Anniver-
sary of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People, NAACP, which
was founded on February 12, 1909. Through-
out its existence, the NAACP has faithfully
promoted equality in all areas of American so-
ciety, from suffrage and public accommodation
to justice in our nation’s courts and equality in
employment.

For nearly a century, the NAACP has
pushed for an inclusive American society, one
that would grant all people the equality they
deserve, regardless of the shade or color of
their skin. The NAACP’s principled efforts to-
wards the advancement of people who were
long denied their rightful place in the work-
force, the schools, and the ballot box have
continued to come to fruition with the Civil
Rights Acts, the Fair Housing Act, and other
breakthroughs in the establishment of justice
and quality in this country.

The mission of the NAACP continues today
and the Saint Paul Branch of the NAACP con-
tinues to work towards equality, education and
justice for all. My local NAACP chapter is well
known for its tireless work addressing the in-
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justices affecting individuals and the diverse
communities of Minnesota. Recently, they
have worked to bring our community together
to seek healing and justice after an appalling
act of discrimination and intimidation was per-
petrated upon a local church. In addition, Saint
Paul NAACP is instilling hope through its es-
tablishment of the Help a Child to Read
Project, where volunteers are connected with
students to develop their reading ability.

A key component of the success of the
NAACP has been the implementation of a ho-
listic approach, through the promotion of un-
derstanding and education, to the eradication
of race and other problems that have long
plagued our society. This nonviolent approach
has put students through college, given the
vote back to the voiceless, and ensured that
the American people will not continue to be di-
vided by differences, but rather be brought to-
gether by mutual compassion and kinship.

It is with great admiration and encourage-
ment that | commend the NAACP on this oc-
casion of their 97th Anniversary. The neces-
sity of the continued push for equality and jus-
tice for all citizens presents a great burden on
all our shoulders, but the work of groups such
as the NAACP gives our society the nec-
essary guidance and reminder of our respon-
sibilities towards one another.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in paying trib-
ute to the courageous and guiding history of
the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People on this day of their 97th An-
niversary.

WELCOMING OUR TROOPS HOME

HON. C.L. “BUTCH” OTTER

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 16, 2006

Mr. OTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to call
the attention of the House to the brave men
and women from my district returning home
from fighting for freedom and democracy in
Iraq.

During a visit to Iraq last year, | was fortu-
nate enough to witness firsthand these patri-
ots’ dedication to their country and commit-
ment to expanding the frontiers of freedom. |
also was reminded of the great sacrifice that
they and their families make to secure the
blessings of liberty to all Americans, and help
bring hope to people who have been op-
pressed for decades.

From decorated Marine Sergeant Luke B.
Miller's selfless rescue of critically injured Ma-
rines in Karabilah to the opening of a medical
clinic in Kikuk by the 116th Brigade Combat
Team, these men and women serve as an ex-
ample of our mission to fight terrorism and tyr-
anny wherever it exists. The heroic efforts of
these and many other individuals bring great
and lasting credit to Idaho and all American
armed forces.

| encourage my colleagues to join me, Mr.
Speaker, in applauding and recognizing the
exemplary individuals from Idaho who are re-
turning home from Irag. Their courage, dedica-
tion, and patriotism truly mark them as Amer-
ica’s newest generation of heroes. They de-
serve our utmost respect and heartfelt thanks.
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HONORING PROFESSOR NELLIE
MCKAY

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 16, 2006

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the life and work of Professor
Nellie McKay of the University of Wisconsin-
Madison. At the time of her death, Professor
McKay was known world-wide as one of the
most distinguished scholars of African-Amer-
ican literature.

Nellie McKay was the daughter of immi-
grants who sought for her the education and
advancement that was denied them. She real-
ized all their dreams and more.

After earning her doctorate in English and
American literature from Harvard and teaching
in Boston, Professor McKay, to the dismay of
many of her friends, moved to the midwestern
city of Madison. Craig Werner, the current
chairman of the UW-Madison Afro-American
studies department said, “When she came
here, there was not a single university that
was paying any attention to black women’s lit-
erature. Now, there isn’t a single university
that isn’t.”

Professor McKay chaired the Afro-American
studies department at Madison and helped
turn it into the nationally recognized program
that it is today. She co-edited, with Henry
Louis Gates, Jr., The Norton Anthology of Afri-
can American Literature, a groundbreaking
work that remains a cornerstone of the genre.

Professor McKay’s scholarship (more than
60 books, articles, and essays) was matched
by her commitment to her students, both in
and out of the classroom. She is remembered
fondly as a teacher who challenged her stu-
dents academically and challenged her col-
leagues to make the university a more wel-
coming place for all people. By all accounts,
she succeeded at both. But she would be the
first to say that her work is ongoing, to be con-
tinued, now, by others.

Nellie McKay did the unthinkable—sacri-
ficing a department chair at Harvard, and its
attendant fame, to continue living and working
in Madison. We are grateful for her sacrifice
and so much richer for it.

With the passing of Nellie McKay, the world
has lost a great scholar and Wisconsin has
lost a great teacher, citizen, and friend.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE 80TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF NEWSTALK RADIO 1370
WCOA

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 16, 2006

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of the United States Congress, it is an
honor for me to rise today to recognize the
80th Anniversary of NewsTalk Radio 1370
WCOA.

On February 3, 1926, WCOA aired as Pen-
sacola Florida’s first radio station. Ever since,
Pensacola has been proud to call WCOA one
of her own.

Beginning with John E. Frenkel, Sr., who
originally came up with the call letters WCOA,
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or “Wonderful City of Advantages”, for gen-
erations, its radio personalities have enter-
tained the Gulf Coast. Along the journey,
WCOA gave us Don Priest, Ted Cassidy,
Sally Henderson, along with so many others.
It is no wonder why, with a current broadcast
team made up of Luke McCoy, Don Parker,
Jim Roberts, and Bryan Newkirk, many North-
west Floridians can be found tuning into 1370
daily. This station earned the respect and loy-
alty of its listeners.

During its inaugural year, a hurricane dev-
astated the city of Pensacola and took WCOA
off the air. Soon thereafter and ever since, it
has stood as a source of information that peo-
ple rely on during the times of emergency and
has been designated as the Emergency Alert
System radio station in the area.

After broadcasting music for many years, in
1991 the station turned to an all news/talk for-
mat. While WCOA broadcasts programs that
feature prominent national radio personalities,
such as, Rush Limbaugh and Bill O’Reilly, it is
proud to be home to many local shows, in-
cluding Pensacola Speaks, one of the longest
running call-in shows in the United States.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am proud to recognize the 80th
Anniversary of NewsTalk Radio 1370 WCOA
and its service to the communities of North-
west Florida.

INTRODUCTION OF BILL TO RE-
STRAIN FEDERAL COURTS FROM
INTERFERING IN THE INDEPEND-
ENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES
AND TO PROTECT THE FREEDOM
OF SPEECH AND CONSCIENCE OF
STATE LEGISLATORS

HON. MICHAEL E. SODREL

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 16, 2006

Mr. SODREL. Mr. Speaker, today, | am in-
troducing legislation to address a problem in
Indiana that threatens to spread across the
nation. A federal court in Indiana has imposed
itself on the independence of state legislators.
A federal district court judge, David Hamilton,
in the case of Hinrichs v. Bosma, has ruled
ministers invited to deliver invocations before
the Indiana State Legislature, and the legisla-
tors themselves, must not make any reference
to Jesus Christ or to the Christian religion.
This decision goes beyond freedom of religion,
to threaten freedom of speech, and imperils
the foundation principles of our representative
republic. If federal courts can regulate any
speech of the members of a legislative body,
then those courts can regulate all speech.

The U.S. Constitution guarantees to each
state a representative form of government,
and it is Congress’ duty to enforce this guar-
antee. This decision by Judge Hamilton is an
unprecedented assault by the federal courts
on the independence of a state legislative
body. The courts are now going beyond inter-
preting laws, and have begun inserting them-
selves in the legislative process. Hundreds of
years of precedent argue against this court
decision. It violates the principles of separation
of legislative and judicial powers, and separate
sovereignty between state and federal power.
Judge Hamilton’s court is presuming to dictate
what state legislators may or may not say, and
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decide how they should represent their con-
stituents.

To protect the speech, conscience, and
independence of legislators from unelected
and unaccountable judges serving for life, |
am introducing a bill to do the following: re-
move the review of content of speech in the
legislature from the jurisdiction of federal
courts; provide immunity for the content of
speech during a legislative session by a legis-
lator or lawfully invited guests, excluding wit-
nesses, unless such speech constituted trea-
son, an admission of a crime, or a breach of
the peace; prohibit the use of federal funds to
enforce this or similar decisions; and prohibit
the use of fines against the state as a body in
order to enforce such a decision.

It is vital to representative government to
preserve the ability of state legislators to rep-
resent their constituents as their consciences
provide through the power of free speech. |
ask the Congress to act to stop this cancer on
the legislative power.

————
HEROIC FREEDOM FIGHTERS
ABOARD USS “HOUSTON” WILL

NEVER BE FORGOTTEN
HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 16, 2006

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, the USS Houston, a
9050-ton Northampton class light cruiser, was
built in Newport News, Virginia. Named for the
great city of Houston, she was commissioned
in June 1930 and reclassified as a heavy
cruiser a year later. She played a crucial role
in World Was Il and became a flagship of the
U.S. Fleet.

For 10 years, she served around the world
on various missions and even transported
President Roosevelt on certain occasions. But,
in November 1940, as WWII deepened she re-
turned to the Philippines for her second de-
ployment as Asiatic Fleet flagship. A year
later, she was sent south to Australian and
Netherlands East Indies waters. As the heavi-
est unit of the Allied naval force in that area,
she was actively employed in the desperate
struggle against the Japanese East Indies’ of-
fensive.

The USS Houston was ordered to leave the
area on February 28, 1942. Along with the
Australian light cruiser Perth, the USS Hous-
ton encountered a strong Japanese navy force
supporting an amphibious landing on western
Java. On March 1, 1942, in a courageous
night battle against all odds, Houston and
Perth were sunk by enemy gunfire and tor-
pedoes.

Six hundred and ninety two U.S. Soldiers
and Marines, %5 of the crew, including the
Captain, perished that evening. The remaining
368 surviving crewmen were captured by the
Japanese Imperial Army. They became known
as the “Lost Battalion.”

Houston’s fate was not known by the world
for almost 9 months, and the full story of her
brave plight was not fully told until after the
war was over and her survivors were liberated
from prison camps.

Next Saturday in my home state of Texas,
survivors, their families, friends and represent-
atives of the Naval Order of the U.S. and sev-
eral foreign nations will converge at the USS
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