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was a mile away from where Pete Rozelle 
and his family resided. We became very 
friendly with Pete Rozelle. So I have a his-
tory in the last 40–some odd years of being 
involved. I went to most of the owners meet-
ings and all the Super Bowls with Pete 
Rozelle. I was chairman of a group of his 
friends called Rozelle’s Raiders—I was re-
sponsible for getting him to the right place 
at the right time. He finally gave me a whis-
tle and a sign that said ‘Rozelle’s Raiders.’ 
I’ve been very lucky. In my own mind, I’ve 
been involved in football since 1960.’’ 

It was about that time that Tisch first 
began to consider buying a professional 
team. 

‘‘I had tried several times before (pur-
chasing his interest in the Giants),’’ he said. 
‘‘Steve Ross, who ended up as CEO of Time- 
Warner, Inc. and I tried to buy the Jets in 
about 1967 or ’68 and it didn’t work out. I 
looked at other things. In 1988, when I came 
out of the Postal Service, I decided I would 
try to buy a sports team. I looked at many 
of them, both in football and basketball. I 
looked at the Dallas Cowboys and a couple of 
other teams. But I made up my mind I was 
never going to buy a team that was more 
than one hour from New York. I was inter-
ested in becoming owner of the new franchise 
that was in Baltimore. We were putting to-
gether a group when the opportunity came 
about to become the 50 percent owner of the 
New York Giants, which I jumped at and 
dropped everything else.’’ 

He completed the negotiations with Tim 
Mara just a few months after the Giants won 
Super Bowl XXV. 

Tisch’s business success was but a small 
part of his life’s achievements. His gen-
erosity and commitment to civic and chari-
table causes was legendary. Tisch was a tire-
less and influential participant in civic af-
fairs throughout his adult life. 

In February 2000, he helped found Take the 
Field, Inc., a non-profit organization dedi-
cated to renovating and rebuilding the ath-
letic fields at New York City’s public high 
schools. Tisch, a product of those schools 
who graduated from Erasmus Hall High in 
Brooklyn, was Chairman of Take the Field, 
Inc. He launched the organization with a $1 
million donation, and as of earlier this year 
had raised more than $147 million in public 
and private dollars. 

Tisch and two partners in Take the Field, 
Tony Kiser and Richard Kahan, believed the 
private sector had to play a leading role in 
repairing sports fields at schools throughout 
the city that had been slowly destroyed by 
more than two decades of neglect. Tisch ap-
proached then-mayor Rudy Giuliani with his 
idea. The city agreed to match every dollar 
raised by Take the Field with three of its 
own, and the mission was to re-do every ath-
letic field in the city that was classified as 
‘‘needy.’’ 

‘‘Take the Field is one of the most innova-
tive and wonderful ideas of my life in the 
city,’’ said New York Mets owner Fred 
Wilpon, one of Tisch’s best friends. ‘‘And it 
doesn’t happen without Bob. At a time in his 
life when he could have just sat back and en-
joyed everything he had accomplished, he 
went to work.’’ 

That’s what Tisch did throughout his life. 
He was a founding Co-Chairman of 
Citymeals-on-Wheels, President of the Board 
of Directors from 1993 to 2002, and later 
served on the Board as Honorary Chairman. 
He also served as chairman of Public Private 
Initiative, a public private partnership that 
raises funds for important community pro-
grams, from 1997 to 1998. 

Tisch’s philanthropy continued even after 
he became gravely ill. His family picked a 
physician at the Duke University Medical 
Center to supervise his treatment for the 

brain cancer. Tisch and his family recently 
donated $10 million to the Duke Comprehen-
sive Cancer Center and the school’s Brain 
Tumor Center. 

The gift accounted for the majority of a 
$16.3 million package of subsidies that Duke 
will use to support research into the treat-
ment of brain tumors. 

‘‘I was very, very impressed by the pro-
gram at Duke, and very taken by more than 
just its medical approach,’’ said Steve Tisch. 
‘‘For me, there was the intangible that be-
came so important, of the spiritual and emo-
tional commitment that these programs and 
their doctors have.’’ 

Duke officials have pledged to use $5 mil-
lion from the Tisch family to underwrite the 
hiring of additional researchers. The medical 
center is matching that with $5 million of its 
own money. Another $2.5 million from the 
Tisch family will finance the screening of 
drugs that might be useful in treating brain 
tumors. Duke officials are now calling the 
treatment center the Preston Robert Tisch 
Brain Tumor Center. 

Given his many accomplishments and in-
teresting ventures, Tisch was asked in that 
2002 interview what was most rewarding to 
him. 

‘‘My brother (Laurence, who died of cancer 
at age 80 two years ago today on November 
15, 2003) and I took the Loews Corporation 
from a corporation that did about $20 million 
worth of business and built it up to a $13 bil-
lion company, which is now run by the next 
generation,’’ Tisch said. ‘‘Building the com-
pany and seeing it grow has been extremely 
gratifying. I also enjoyed my time at the 
Postal Service when I was appointed Post-
master General. People said, ‘How can you 
stand a job like that?’ I loved it. I made one 
mistake—I stayed two years when I should 
have stayed three years. 

‘‘Then, of course, my involvement with the 
New York Giants has been very rewarding. 
I’ve been very, very lucky in my life and 
what I’ve been able to achieve.’’ 

Everyone who knew him, worked with him 
or were touched by his generosity were just 
as fortunate. 

Preston Robert Tisch was born on April 29, 
1926 in New York City. He attended Bucknell 
University before entering the Army in 1944. 
After military service in World War II, he 
earned a B.A. degree in economics from the 
University of Michigan in 1948. Tisch is sur-
vived by his wife, the former Joan Hyman, 
and their three children, Steven, Laurie, and 
Jonathan, and nine grandchildren.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages from the President of the 

United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 
As in executive session the Presiding 

Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
DURING ADJOURNMENT 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
Under the authority of the order of 

the Senate of January 4, 2005, the Sec-

retary of the Senate, on February 17, 
2006, during the adjournment of the 
Senate, received a message from the 
House of Representatives announcing 
that the Speaker has signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bill: 

H.R. 4745. An act making supplemental ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2006 for the Small 
Business Administration’s disaster loans 
program, and for other purposes. 

Under authority of the order of the 
Senate of February 17, 2006, the en-
rolled bill was signed subsequently on 
Friday, February 17, 2006, by the Major-
ity Leader (Mr. FRIST). 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–5772. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report relative to the in-
tent to add Liberia to the list of least-devel-
oped beneficiary developing countries under 
the Generalized System of Preferences 
(GSP); to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–5773. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report relative to United 
States assistance for the interdiction of air-
craft engaged in illicit drug trafficking; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. STEVENS, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute: 

S. 1052. A bill to improve transportation 
security, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 
109–216). 

By Mr. STEVENS, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
without amendment: 

S. 2013. A bill to amend the Marine Mam-
mal Protection Act of 1972 to implement the 
Agreement on the Conservation and Manage-
ment of the Alaska-Chukotka Polar Bear 
Population (Rept. No. 109–217). 

By Mr. SPECTER, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, with an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute: 

H.R. 683. A bill to amend the Trademark 
Act of 1946 with respect to dilution by blur-
ring or tarnishment. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Mr. 
COLEMAN, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. SNOWE, 
Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. COBURN, Mr. REED, 
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. SANTORUM, 
and Ms. MIKULSKI): 

S. 2333. A bill to require an investigation 
under the Defense Production Act of 1950 of 
the acquisition by Dubai Ports World of the 
Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation 
Company, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 
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