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EC-5835. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended,
the report of the texts and background state-
ments of international agreements, other
than treaties (List 06-35-06-43); to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. LOTT, from the Committee on
Rules and Administration, without amend-
ment:

S. 2349. An original bill to provide greater
transparency in the legislative process.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Mr.
KENNEDY, Mr. LEVIN, Mrs. CLINTON,
Mr. AKAKA, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mrs.
BOXER, and Mr. DAYTON):

S. 2342. A Dbill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to deliver a meaningful
benefit and lower prescription drug prices
under the Medicare program; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. PRYOR:

S. 2343. A bill to authorize the Federal
Emergency Management Agency to provide
relief to the victims of Hurricane Katrina
and Hurricane Rita by placing manufactured
homes in flood plains, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. SCHUMER:

S. 2344. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to extend the employer
subsidy payment provisions under the Medi-
care prescription drug program to State
Pharmaceutical Assistance Programs; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and
Mr. BAUCUS):

S. 2345. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exempt passenger vehi-
cles eligible for the alternative motor vehi-
cle credit and the credit for qualified electric
vehicles from the limitation on depreciation
for luxury automobiles; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself and
Mr. DOMENICI):

S. 2346. A bill to amend the Ojito Wilder-
ness Act to make a technical correction; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. CONRAD (for himself and Mr.
ROCKEFELLER):

S. 2347. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend and modify the
tax credit for holders of qualified zone acad-
emy bonds; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. OBAMA (for himself and Mr.
DURBIN):

S. 2348. A bill to amend the Atomic Energy
Act of 1954 to require a licensee to notify the
Atomic Energy Commission, and the State
and county in which a facility is located,
whenever there is an unplanned release of
fission products in excess of allowable limits;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

By Mr. LOTT:

S. 2349. An original bill to provide greater
transparency in the legislative process; from
the Committee on Rules and Administration;
placed on the calendar.
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By Mr. JOHNSON:

S. 2350. A bill to prohibit States from car-
rying out more than one congressional redis-
tricting after a decennial census and appor-
tionment, to require States to conduct such
redistricting through independent commis-
sions, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mrs. BOXER (for herself, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, and Mr. DAYTON):

S. 2351. A bill to provide additional funding
for mental health care for veterans, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. TALENT (for himself, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. FRIST, and Mr. SUNUNU):

S. Res. 386. A resolution honoring the Pre-
Negro Leagues and Negro Leagues baseball
players and executives elected to the Na-
tional Baseball Hall of Fame Class of 2006;
considered and agreed to.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 103
At the request of Mr. TALENT, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. BURNS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 103, a bill to respond to the illegal
production, distribution, and use of
methamphetamine in the TUnited
States, and for other purposes.
S. 241
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
DEWINE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
241, a bill to amend section 254 of the
Communications Act of 1934 to provide
that funds received as universal service
contributions and the universal service
support programs established pursuant
to that section are not subject to cer-
tain provisions of title 31, United
States Code, commonly known as the
Antideficiency Act.
S. 333
At the request of Mr. SANTORUM, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
SMITH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
333, a bill to hold the current regime in
Iran accountable for its threatening be-
havior and to support a transition to
democracy in Iran.
S. 382
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. COLEMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 382, a bill to amend title 18,
United States Code, to strengthen pro-
hibitions against animal fighting, and
for other purposes.
S. 474
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 474, a bill to establish the
Mark O. Hatfield-Elizabeth Furse
Scholarship and Excellence in Tribal
Governance Foundation, and for other
purposes.
S. 503
At the request of Mr. BOND, the name
of the Senator from Washington (Ms.
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CANTWELL) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 503, a bill to expand Parents as
Teachers programs and other quality
programs of early childhood home visi-
tation, and for other purposes.
S. 558
At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from Maine (Ms. COL-
LINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
558, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to permit certain addi-
tional retired members of the Armed
Forces who have a service-connected
disability to receive both disability
compensation from the Department of
Veterans Affairs for their disability
and either retired pay by reason of
their years of military service or Com-
bat-Related Special compensation and
to eliminate the phase-in period under
current law with respect to such con-
current receipt.
S. 637
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 637, a bill to establish a
national health program administered
by the Office of Personnel Management
to offer health benefits plans to indi-
viduals who are not Federal employees,
and for other purposes.
S. 877
At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the
names of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. VITTER) and the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. VOINOVICH) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 877, a bill to provide for
a biennial budget process and a bien-
nial appropriations process and to en-
hance oversight and the performance of
the Federal Government.
S. 1035
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1035, a bill to authorize the
presentation of commemorative medals
on behalf of Congress to Native Ameri-
cans who served as Code Talkers during
foreign conflicts in which the United
States was involved during the 20th
century in recognition of the service of
those Native Americans to the United
States.
S. 1257
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
DEWINE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1257, a bill to amend title 28, United
States Code, to clarify that persons
may bring private rights of actions
against foreign states for certain ter-
rorist acts, and for other purposes.
S. 1440
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1440, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide cov-
erage for cardiac rehabilitation and
pulmonary rehabilitation services.
S. 1605
At the request of Mr. KYL, the name
of the Senator from North Carolina
(Mr. BURR) was added as a cosponsor of
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S. 1605, a bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to protect public safety
officers, judges, witnesses, victims, and
their family members, and for other
purposes.
S. 1791

At the request of Mr. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
LUGAR) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1791, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a deduction
for qualified timber gains.

S. 1951

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1951, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to help individuals with
functional impairments and their fami-
lies pay for services and supports that
they need to maximize their
functionality and independence and
have choices about community partici-

pation, education, and employment,
and for other purposes.
S. 1998

At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. BINGAMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1998, a bill to amend title 18,
United States Code, to enhance protec-
tions relating to the reputation and
meaning of the Medal of Honor and
other military decorations and awards,
and for other purposes.

S. 2008

At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2008, a bill to improve cargo security,
and for other purposes.

S. 2134

At the request of Mr. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2134, a bill to strengthen
existing programs to assist manufac-
turing innovation and education, to ex-
pand outreach programs for small and
medium-sized manufacturers, and for
other purposes.

S. 2157

At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. LAUTENBERG), the Senator from
Connecticut (Mr. LIEBERMAN) and the
Senator from Ohio (Mr. DEWINE) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2157, a bill to
amend title 10, United States Code, to
provide for the Purple Heart to be
awarded to prisoners of war who die in
captivity under circumstances not oth-
erwise establishing eligibility for the
Purple Heart.

S. 2253

At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the
names of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH) and the Senator from OKkla-
homa (Mr. INHOFE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2253, a bill to require the
Secretary of the Interior to offer the
181 Area of the Gulf of Mexico for oil
and gas leasing.

S. 2287

At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
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ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2287, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase and per-
manently extend the expensing of cer-
tain depreciable business assets for
small businesses.
S. 2314
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. CLINTON) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2314, a bill to suspend the ap-
plication of any provision of Federal
law under which persons are relieved
from the requirement to pay royalties
for production of oil or natural gas
from Federal lands in periods of high
oil and natural gas prices, to require
the Secretary to seek to renegotiate
existing oil and natural gas leases to
similarly limit suspension of royalty
obligations under such leases, and for
other purposes.
S. 2322
At the request of Mr. ENZI, the name
of the Senator from New Mexico (Mr.
BINGAMAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2322, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to make the provi-
sion of technical services for medical
imaging examinations and radiation
therapy treatments safer, more accu-
rate, and less costly.
S. 2327
At the request of Mr. ALLEN, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. DORGAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2327, a bill to require the
FCC to issue a final order regarding
white spaces.
S. 2333
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2333, a bill to require an investiga-
tion under the Defense Production Act
of 1950 of the acquisition by Dubai
Ports World of the Peninsular and Ori-
ental Steam Navigation Company, and
for other purposes.
S. CON. RES. 79
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
Con. Res. 79, a concurrent resolution
expressing the sense of Congress that
no United States assistance should be
provided directly to the Palestinian
Authority if any representative polit-
ical party holding a majority of par-
liamentary seats within the Pales-
tinian Authority maintains a position
calling for the destruction of Israel.

——————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. PRYOR:

S. 2343. A Dbill to authorize the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency
to provide relief to the victims of Hur-
ricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita by
placing manufactured homes in flood
plains, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, this week
marks the 6-month anniversary of
when Hurricane Katrina ravaged the
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gulf coast, destroying lives and dreams
along the way. Thousands upon thou-
sands of homes were also ruined, and
today they remain simply a heap of de-
bris.

I saw this devastation firsthand a few
weeks ago when, as a member of the
Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs Committee, we traveled to
Gulfport and New Orleans for field
hearings to see what resources are nec-
essary to help the region recover from
the largest natural disaster in our his-
tory.

In fact, this photograph was taken by
one of the press people who was on that
trip. So we saw this scene firsthand.
Alison Vekshin of Stephens Media took
this photo.

I remind my colleagues that Hurri-
cane Katrina completely destroyed
205,330 homes in Louisiana. It com-
pletely destroyed 68,729 homes in Mis-
sissippi. And 363 homes were com-
pletely destroyed in Alabama. For
many of these families who lost every-
thing, a place to live would offer oppor-
tunity for them to go back to work and
begin rebuilding their lives.

I was told by local and State leaders
that housing is the catalyst to get
businesses open, to get people back to
work, to pump money back into the
local economy, and to restore the in-
frastructure that once existed.

Many people along the gulf coast who
lost their houses have also lost hope. In
Arkansas, we have a place called Hope
where 10,777 manufactured homes sit
on an airfield.

These homes—ordered by FEMA and
paid for by FEMA—now sit in a FEMA-
leased site, only to be restricted from
use in the gulf region because of a
FEMA-imposed rule that prevents
them from being located in a flood-
plain.

FEMA is now accepting bids to grav-
el the area where the homes are sitting
on dirt, costing taxpayers another $4 to
$7 million. In addition, FEMA is buying
a specially designed jack for each cor-
ner of each home to prevent sagging
and further damage.

These manufactured homes epitomize
FEMA’s ineptitude in planning, com-
munication, and response. Taxpayers
have now spent an estimated $475 mil-
lion for these homes to sit gridlocked
in bureaucracy, even as evacuees are
evicted from hotel rooms and thou-
sands of others struggle to find afford-
able housing.

Congressman MIKE RoOss of Arkansas
asked FEMA to waive the floodplain
restriction that stands in the way be-
tween the homeless and a home. But
FEMA refused, citing that manufac-
tured homes are ‘‘sitting ducks’ for
the next natural disaster. These homes,
I have to remind my colleagues, were
built to high wind zone 3 specifications,
so while they may not withstand the
next hurricane—although they may—
they will not tumble over during a
storm.

Now, we are telling FEMA to let hope
travel to where it is needed most, from
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