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(6) FEDERAL AGENCIES.—Each Federal agen-

cy that is required to make any determina-
tion to authorize the issuance of a permit 
shall comply with the applicable schedule es-
tablished under paragraph (2)(A)(ii). 

(7) JUDICIAL REVIEW.—Any civil action for 
review of any permit determination under a 
refinery permitting agreement shall be 
brought exclusively in the United States dis-
trict court for the district in which the refin-
ery is located or proposed to be located. 

(8) EFFICIENT PERMIT REVIEW.—In order to 
reduce the duplication of procedures, the Ad-
ministrator shall use State permitting and 
monitoring procedures to satisfy substan-
tially equivalent Federal requirements under 
this title. 

(9) SEVERABILITY.—If 1 or more permits 
that are required for the construction or op-
eration of a refinery are not approved on or 
before any deadline established under para-
graph (5), the Administrator may issue a 
consolidated permit that combines all other 
permits that the refiner is required to obtain 
other than any permits that are not ap-
proved. 

(10) SAVINGS.—Nothing in this subsection 
affects the operation or implementation of 
otherwise applicable law regarding permits 
necessary for the construction and operation 
of a refinery. 

(11) CONSULTATION WITH LOCAL GOVERN-
MENTS.—Congress encourages the Adminis-
trator, States, and tribal governments to 
consult, to the maximum extent practicable, 
with local governments in carrying out this 
subsection. 

(12) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as are necessary to carry out this sub-
section. 

(13) EFFECT ON LOCAL AUTHORITY.—Nothing 
in this subsection affects— 

(A) the authority of a local government 
with respect to the issuance of permits; or 

(B) any requirement or ordinance of a local 
government (such as a zoning regulation). 

(g) FISCHER-TROPSCH FUELS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In cooperation with the 

Secretary of Energy, the Secretary of De-
fense, the Administrator of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration, Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, and Fischer-Tropsch 
industry representatives, the Administrator 
shall— 

(A) conduct a research and demonstration 
program to evaluate the air quality benefits 
of ultra-clean Fischer-Tropsch transpor-
tation fuel, including diesel and jet fuel; 

(B) evaluate the use of ultra-clean Fischer- 
Tropsch transportation fuel as a mechanism 
for reducing engine exhaust emissions; and 

(C) submit recommendations to Congress 
on the most effective use and associated ben-
efits of these ultra-clean fuel for reducing 
public exposure to exhaust emissions. 

(2) GUIDANCE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT.—The 
Administrator shall, to the extent necessary, 
issue any guidance or technical support doc-
uments that would facilitate the effective 
use and associated benefit of Fischer- 
Tropsch fuel and blends. 

(3) REQUIREMENTS.—The program described 
in paragraph (1) shall consider— 

(A) the use of neat (100 percent) Fischer- 
Tropsch fuel and blends with conventional 
crude oil-derived fuel for heavy-duty and 
light-duty diesel engines and the aviation 
sector; and 

(B) the production costs associated with 
domestic production of those ultra clean fuel 
and prices for consumers. 

(4) REPORTS.—The Administrator shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the 
House of Representatives— 

(A) not later than October 1, 2006, an in-
terim report on actions taken to carry out 
this subsection; and 

(B) not later than December 1, 2007, a final 
report on actions taken to carry out this 
subsection. 

(h) REPEAL.—The Safe, Accountable, Flexi-
ble, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A 
Legacy for Users is amended by striking sec-
tion 1948 (Public Law 109–59; 119 Stat. 1514). 
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, March 1, 2006, at 
4 p.m., in executive session to consider 
certain pending military nominations. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
March 1, 2006, at 10 a.m., to conduct a 
hearing on ‘‘ consideration of regu-
latory relief proposals.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 1 at 9:30 a.m. 

The purpose of this hearing is to re-
ceive testimony regarding the state of 
the economies and fiscal affairs in the 
territories of Guam, American Samoa, 
the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, and the United States 
Virgin Islands. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 
Works be authorized to hold an over-
sight hearing on the status of the 
Yucca Mountain Project on Wednes-
day, March 1 at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor 
and Pensions be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, March 1, 2006 at 3 p.m. for 
a hearing on ‘‘Fighting the AIDS Epi-
demic of Today: Reauthorizing the 
Ryan White CARE Act.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet on Wednesday, March 1, 2006, at 
9:30 a.m. for a hearing titled ‘‘The De-
partment of Homeland Security’s 
Budget Submission for Fiscal Year 
2007.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized 
to meet on Wednesday, March 1, 2006, 
at 9:30 a.m. in Room 106 of the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building to conduct a 
joint oversight hearing with the House 
Committee on Resources on the Settle-
ment of Cobell v. Norton. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet to conduct a hearing on ‘‘Judi-
cial Nominations’’ on Wednesday, 
March 1, 2006 at 2 p.m. in the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building Room 226. 

Witness List 

Panel I: The Honorable LARRY CRAIG, 
United States Senator, [R–ID]; The 
Honorable MIKE CRAPO, United States 
Senator, [R–ID]. 

Panel II: Norman Randy Smith to be 
the United States Circuit Judge for the 
Ninth Circuit; Patrick Joseph Schlitz 
to be United States District Judge for 
the District of Minnesota. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship be authorized to meet dur-
ing the session of the Senate for a 
hearing entitled, ‘‘The Nomination of 
Eric Thorson to be Inspector General of 
the Small Business Administration’’ on 
Wednesday, March 1, 2006, beginning at 
2 p.m. in room 428A of the Russell Sen-
ate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on March 1, 2006 at 2:30 p.m. to 
hold a closed briefing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AIRLAND 

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Airland be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on March 1, 2006, at 2:30 p.m., in open 
session to receive testimony on Army 
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transformation and the future combat 
systems acquisition strategy in review 
of the Defense authorization request 
for fiscal year 2007 and the future years 
Defense program. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON DISASTER PREVENTION AND 

PREDICTION 
Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Disaster Prevention and 
Prediction be authorized to meet on 
March 1, 2006, at 2:30 p.m., on Winter 
Storms. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND EARLY 
CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Subcommittee 
on Education and Early Childhood De-
velopment be authorized to meet dur-
ing the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, March 1, 2006, at 10 a.m., 
for a hearing on ‘‘Protecting America’s 
Competitive Edge Act (S. 2198): Helping 
K–12 Students Learn Math and Science 
Better.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL 
Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Personnel be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on March 1, 2006, at 9:30 a.m., in 
open session to receive testimony on 
Active component, Reserve component, 
and civilian personnel programs in re-
view of the Defense authorization re-
quest for fiscal year 2007. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON PUBLIC LANDS AND FORESTS 

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Public Lands and For-
ests be authorized to meet during the 
session of the Senate on Wednesday, 
March 1 at 2:30 p.m. The purpose of the 
hearing is to review the roll of the For-
est Service and other Federal agencies 
in protection the Health and Welfare of 
foreign guest workers carrying out tree 
planting and other service contracts on 
National Forest System Lands, and to 
consider related Forest Service guid-
ance and contract modifications issued 
in recent weeks. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON TERRORISM, TECHNOLOGY, 
AND HOMELAND SECURITY 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION, BORDER 
SECURITY AND CITIZENSHIP 

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Terrorism, Technology 
and Homeland Security and the Sub-
committee on Immigration, Border Se-
curity and Citizenship be authorized to 
meet to conduct a joint hearing on 
‘‘Federal Strategies to End Border Vio-
lence’’ on Wednesday, March 1, 2006 at 
9 a.m. in Dirksen 226. 

Panel I: The Honorable Paul K. 
Charlton, United States Attorney, Dis-

trict of Arizona, Phoenix, AZ; David 
Aguilar, Chief of Border Patrol, Cus-
toms and Border Protection, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, Wash-
ington, DC; and Marcy Forman, Direc-
tor of Investigations, Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement, Department of 
Homeland Security, Washington, DC. 

Panel II: The Honorable Larry A. 
Dever, Sheriff of Cochise County, AZ; 
The Honorable Wayne Jernigan, Sheriff 
of Valverde County, TX; Lavogyer Dur-
ham, Manager of El Tule Ranch, 
Falfurrias, TX; and T.J. Bonner, Presi-
dent of the National Border Patrol 
Council, American Federation of Gov-
ernment Employees, AFL–CIO, Campo, 
CA. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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HONORING THE PRE-NEGRO AND 
NEGRO LEAGUES PLAYERS AND 
EXECUTIVES 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
386, which was submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 386) honoring the Pre- 
Negro Leagues and Negro Leagues baseball 
players and executives elected to the Na-
tional Baseball Hall of Fame Class of 2006. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I would 
like to take a few minutes to talk 
about a historic event that occurred on 
Monday. The National Baseball Hall of 
Fame in Cooperstown elected 17 pre- 
Negro Leagues and Negro Leagues 
baseball players and executives to the 
National Baseball Hall of Fame Class 
of 2006. 

Many of baseball’s most noted stars 
of the past century got their begin-
nings in the Negro Leagues. Greats 
such as Hank Aaron, Ernie Banks, Roy 
Campanella, Larry Doby, Willie Mays, 
Satchel Paige, and, of course, Jackie 
Robinson brought their fast-paced and 
highly competitive brand of Negro 
Leagues baseball eventually to the 
Major Leagues. In fact, there are a lot 
of people who think that much of the 
fast-paced style of baseball today is 
owing to the influence of the Negro 
League’s brand of baseball. 

Before these greats of the game were 
given the opportunity to showcase 
their skills at the Major League level, 
many African-American ballplayers 
with equal skill were never allowed to 
share the same field as their White 
counterparts. Instead, such players 
played from the 1920s to the 1960s in 
over 30 communities located through-
out the United States on teams in one 
of six Negro Baseball Leagues, includ-
ing Kansas City and St. Louis in my 
home State of Missouri. 

The history of this is interesting. In 
the late 1800s and early 1900s, African 
Americans began to play on military 

baseball teams, college teams, com-
pany teams. The teams were integrated 
in those days. Many African Americans 
eventually found their way onto profes-
sional teams with White players. But 
racism and Jim Crow laws drove the 
African-American players from their 
integrated teams in the early 1900s, 
forcing them to form their own ‘‘barn-
storming’’ teams which would travel 
around the country playing anyone 
willing to challenge them. 

But then, in 1920, the Negro National 
League, which was the first of the 
Negro Baseball Leagues, was formed 
under the guidance of Andrew ‘‘Rube’’ 
Foster—a former player, manager, and 
owner of the Chicago American Gi-
ants—and was formed at a meeting 
held at the Paseo YMCA in Kansas 
City, MO. Soon after the Negro Na-
tional League was formed, rival 
leagues formed in Eastern and South-
ern States and brought the thrills and 
the innovative play of the Negro 
Leagues to major urban centers and 
rural countrysides throughout the 
United States, Canada, and Latin 
America. 

For more than 40 years, the Negro 
Leagues maintained a high level of pro-
fessional skill and became centerpieces 
for economic development in their 
communities. The Negro Leagues con-
stituted the third biggest Black owned 
and run business in the country in 
those days. They brought jobs and eco-
nomic activity to many of the cities 
around the United States. They played 
in front of crowds of 10,000 20,000 30,000 
40,000, and 50,000 people. And those 
crowds were integrated. White and 
Black fans came to watch the Negro 
Leagues, and they sat together. 

In 1945, Major League Baseball’s 
Brooklyn Dodgers recruited Jackie 
Robinson from the Kansas City Mon-
archs, which, of course, made Jackie 
the first African American in the mod-
ern era to play on a Major League ros-
ter. That historic event led to the inte-
gration of the Major Leagues and iron-
ically prompted the decline of the 
Negro Leagues because, of course, 
Major League teams began to recruit 
and sign the best African-American 
ballplayers. 

On Monday of this week, the Na-
tional Baseball Hall of Fame took a 
first step in righting a historic wrong 
when it recognized the distinguished 
careers of 17 pre-Negro League ball-
players and executives, people who 
were never given the opportunity to 
compete in Major League Baseball with 
their White counterparts. Oh, they 
often played them, and very often, in 
barnstorming games or exhibition-type 
matches, the Negro League players and 
teams would play the best players of 
the Major Leagues, and those must 
have been great baseball games to see. 

But the Hall of Fame elected those 17 
players and executives to the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame Class of 2006. 
The players elected on Monday were 
Ray Brown, Willard Brown, Andy Coo-
per, Frank Grant, Pete Hill, Biz Mac-
key, Effa Manley—the first woman 
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