March 2, 2006

repeatedly expressed my outrage at the failure
of our Federal Government to adequately re-
spond to this disaster.

Without this legislation, victims of the Hurri-
cane Katrina disaster will lose their unemploy-
ment assistance this Saturday. Under current
law, Federal emergency unemployment assist-
ance expires 26 weeks after the emergency
occurs. Congress must act now to ensure that
these victims continue to receive our support
as they attempt to rebuild their lives and their
communities.

While | support the legislation before us, this
is only a first step for Congress. Many of the
Katrina survivors have also lost their homes
and belongings. They are continuing to look
for employment in the region.

Congress needs to take a bold step and
enact a comprehensive approach to help the
people and the region recover from this nat-
ural disaster. | have co-sponsored H.R. 4197,
the Hurricane Katrina Recovery, Reclamation,
Restoration, Reconstruction and Reunion Act
of 2005, introduced by the Congressional
Black Caucus. | urge the House leadership to
bring up this legislation immediately. This leg-
islation would take important steps toward fully
restoring the Gulf Coast and reuniting evac-
uees with their families. The bill addresses the
needs of evacuees in the areas of health, edu-
cation, housing, community rebuilding, voting
rights, business, and financial services.

| urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion, and again urge the House leadership to
immediately allow the House to vote on H.R.
4197, the comprehensive Hurricane Katrina
recovery legislation.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to the order of the House of
Wednesday, March 1, 2006, the previous
question is ordered on the Senate bill,
as amended.

The question is on the third reading
of the Senate bill.

The Senate bill was ordered to be
read a third time, was read the third
time, and passed, and a motion to re-
consider was laid on the table.

———

PRIVILEGED REPORT ON RESOLU-
TION OF INQUIRY TO THE AT-
TORNEY GENERAL

Mr. SENSENBRENNER, from the
Committee on the Judiciary, submitted
an adverse privileged report (Rept. No.
109-382) on the resolution (H. Res. 643)
directing the Attorney General to sub-
mit to the House of Representatives all
documents in the possession of the At-
torney General relating to warrantless
electronic surveillance of telephone
conversations and electronic commu-
nications of persons in the United
States conducted by the National Secu-
rity Agency, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

———
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PRIVILEGED REPORT ON RESOLU-
TION OF INQUIRY TO THE PRESI-
DENT

Mr. SENSENBRENNER, from the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, submitted an
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adverse privileged report (Rept. No.
109-383) on the resolution (H. Res. 644)
requesting the President and directing
the Attorney General to transmit to
the House of Representatives not later
than 14 days after the date of the adop-
tion of this resolution documents in
the possession of those officials relat-
ing to the authorization of electronic
surveillance of citizens of the United
States without court approved war-
rants, which was referred to the House
Calendar and ordered to be printed.
———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 4167, NATIONAL UNI-
FORMITY FOR FOOD ACT OF 2005

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 702 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 702

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4167) to amend
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to
provide for uniform food safety warning noti-
fication requirements, and for other pur-
poses. The first reading of the bill shall be
dispensed with. All points of order against
consideration of the bill are waived. General
debate shall be confined to the bill and shall
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Energy and
Commerce. After general debate the Com-
mittee of the Whole shall rise without mo-
tion. No further consideration of the bill
shall be in order except pursuant to a subse-
quent order of the House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BoozMAN). The gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. GINGREY) is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. MATSUI), pending
which I yield myself such time as I
may consume. During consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only.

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, House
Resolution 702 is a general debate rule
that provides 1 hour of debate equally
divided and controlled by the chairman
and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.
It waives all points of order against
consideration of the bill, and it pro-
vides that after general debate, the
Committee of the Whole shall rise
without motion and no further consid-
eration of the bill shall be in order ex-
cept by a subsequent order of the
House.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of
House Resolution 702 and the under-
lying bill, H.R. 4167, the National Food
for Uniformity Act of 2005.

H.R. 4166 was introduced by the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. ROGERS)
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and reported out of the House Energy
and Commerce Committee on 15 De-
cember 2005 by a vote of 30-18. This is
a good bill, and I would like to thank
Chairman BARTON and Representative
ROGERS for their work in bringing this
bill to the floor.

Mr. Speaker, currently food regula-
tion is composed of a variety of dif-
ferent and sometimes inconsistent
State requirements. These different
State standards hamper the free flow of
interstate commerce. They also result
in increased costs to manufacturers
and distributors that are then, of
course, passed on to consumers. The
greatest burden falls on our citizens
and resident immigrants who are at
the lowest end of the economic scale,
who are struggling to pay for even
basic staples.

So, Mr. Speaker, these differing
standards and their effects are very
similar to problems plaguing the
health insurance industry, which also
drive up the cost to consumers and
lock the door to many low-income indi-
viduals and families who simply cannot
afford basic health care coverage be-
cause of all the required, expensive and
often unnecessary extra screenings,
tests and procedures mandated by 50
different State legislatures.

From State to State, we have a
patchwork quilt of health and insur-
ance regulations and mandates that
would create bureaucracy upon bu-
reaucracy, driving up the costs and
driving away coverage for those who
need it most. These regulatory incon-
sistencies in both the insurance health
care industry and in the food industry
impose unnecessary costs and jeop-
ardize the well-being of American con-
sumers nationwide.

However, Mr. Speaker, the National
Uniformity for Food Act would estab-
lish national standards to ensure con-
sistency in food labeling regulation.
The bill will amend the Federal Food,
Drug and Cosmetic Act to establish a
nationwide system of food safety
standards and warning requirements
for food labels instead of just a hodge-
podge of different and, yes, even con-
tradictory warnings among the various
and sundry States.

Mr. Speaker, establishing mnation-
wide, uniform standards is by no means
unprecedented. We already have na-
tional standards in the areas of meat
and poultry products regulated by the
United States Department of Agri-
culture. We have national standards for
nutrition 1labeling, health claims,
standards of identity, pesticide residue
tolerance, medical devices and drugs
regulated by the United States Food
and Drug Administration.

Mr. Speaker, for those who fear an
important warning might fall through
the cracks, I want to emphasize that
this bill does allow States whose re-
quirements differ from the Federal re-
quirements the opportunity to petition
the FDA to adopt the requirement as a
national requirement or to exempt it
from the requirement of uniformity for



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-19T12:47:48-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




