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refile, and track actions taken by the company 
during the withdrawal period. 
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IN TRIBUTE TO THE SHREWSBURY 
HIGH SCHOOL DREAM TEAM 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2006 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Shrewsbury High School 
DREAM Team. During their 10 years of ex-
ceptional service, the DREAM Team, which 
stands for Daring to Reform Education on 
AIDS Matters, has played a vital role in help-
ing those impacted by the AIDS virus. In addi-
tion to spreading awareness about AIDS, the 
DREAM Team is committed to helping those 
in the Worcester area plagued by hunger, 
homelessness, and other problems. 

Since its creation in 1996, the Shrewsbury 
High School DREAM Team has raised aware-
ness in youth of the importance of not being 
complacent about social crises. Although the 
organization’s initial objective was helping the 
local population affected by the AIDS virus, 
their objective has widened to a variety of so-
cial causes, as can be seen by their involve-
ment with the Holiday Christmas Party this 
year at the Community Health Link Shelter in 
Leominster, through which over 400 presents 
were collected. The Dream Team also spon-
sored a food drive at Thanksgiving that bene-
fited St. Anne’s Outreach Services and the 
Worcester County Food Bank in Shrewsbury. 

The DREAM Team’s concern for those in 
need and their acknowledgement of the critical 
role today’s youth play in alleviating social 
problems is fundamental in the education of 
the town of Shrewsbury and the nation at 
large. I am grateful to the DREAM Team for 
their contribution to my community and ask my 
colleagues to join in me in honoring this exem-
plary organization. 
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IN MEMORY OF HELEN MARY 
WILLIAMS 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2006 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Helen Mary Williams. Helen 
Mary passed away on Tuesday, January 10, 
2006. She will be missed dearly by countless 
members of the community which she served 
so thoughtfully over the past 30 years. 

Helen Mary was born in Chicago, Illinois 
and grew up during the Great Depression. 
She attended Coe College and graduated 
Cum Laude in 1942 with a Bachelor’s degree 
in Speech. While in college, she volunteered 
for her local radio station, becoming one of the 
first women in Iowa to be on the radio. She 
went on to become Assistant Program Director 
at WIND in Gary, Indiana. Later, she moved 
back to Chicago where she was a writer and 
broadcaster for CBS. 

In the late 1950s, Mrs. Williams decided to 
become a teacher and she made her way to 
Pasadena, California. As a science teacher at 
Cleveland Elementary School, Mrs. Williams 

founded the Junior Audubon Science Club in 
1959. The Club was dedicated to teaching 
inner-city youth about nature. With the help of 
community activists and involved parents, the 
science club expanded and was renamed Out-
ward Bound Adventures (OBA) and incor-
porated as a nonprofit environmental edu-
cational youth organization. When asked 
about the beginnings of OBA, Mrs. Williams 
said, ‘‘It was really laughable when we started 
doing these trips back in 1959 and 1960. 
None of the leaders had done much in the 
way of High Sierra trips, so we goofed a bit. 
But we also learned. And now we found out 
that kids are basically kids; by that I mean, 
they respond well to positive reinforcement 
both inside and outside the classroom.’’ 

Mrs. Williams knew that OBA was exactly 
the type of program that every inner-city youth 
should have available to them, and by 1969, 
Mrs. Williams and OBA had served over 
20,000 urban youth. Helen Mary Williams was 
a visionary. She had faith that people would 
believe in her vision; she had faith that every 
child could learn and improve academic and 
social skills by being exposed to the wonders 
of the great outdoors. Mrs. Williams served on 
the OBA Board of Directors until her death 
and received many awards throughout her ca-
reer. The time and energy she gave to chil-
dren and their parents was remarkable. Helen 
Mary leaves behind more than 30,000 youth 
and adults whose lives have been forever 
changed. 

I ask all Members of the United States 
House of Representatives to join me today in 
honoring the life of Helen Mary Williams. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF GORDON 
ROGER ALEXANDER BUCHANAN 
PARKS 

HON. TODD TIAHRT 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2006 

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Gordon Roger Alexander Bu-
chanan Parks and to extend my condolences 
to his family and friends on his death this 
week. 

Mr. Parks was born in 1912 in Fort Scott, 
Kansas, where he also spent his childhood 
years. His life was an example of hope, tenac-
ity, courage and accomplishment. He inspired 
many with thought-provoking photographs and 
images as seen through his lenses. He cap-
tured the poverty of many Americans, high-
lighted racism, and made us aware of people 
largely ignored. 

He also captured inspiring images of beauty 
and courage that attested to the freedom of 
the human spirit. Mr. Parks was a man who 
found beauty nearly everywhere he went. His 
work told the story of freedom, of breaking 
boundaries and of hope in difficult times. 

Freedom was, in Mr. Parks’ own words, 
what his work was about. He helped African 
Americans gain new ground in their struggle 
for recognition of their civil rights. He helped 
make America aware of the gang wars within 
some of our urban cities. And he captured 
beauty wherever he saw it. 

He brought to America many untold stories 
from other parts of the world, including his fa-
mous Life magazine account of Flavio da 

Silva, the young Brazilian boy suffering from 
tuberculosis. Like other works of Mr. Parks, 
his pictures elicited action. Approximately 
$30,000 was sent from readers to help bring 
Flavio to America where he was soon cured of 
tuberculosis. 

Mr. Parks’ success was not just in his nu-
merous honors and awards for a lifetime of 
outstanding work as a photojournalist, author, 
film director, and musician, but also as an indi-
vidual who triumphed over racism, poverty and 
a lack of formal education. Rather than lashing 
out in anger at the injustice he both experi-
enced and witnessed though much of his life, 
he chose to challenge the status quo through 
his photography, his writings and his stories. 

Kansans learned many important lessons 
from Mr. Parks. It took a lot of grace and cour-
age for him to address the injustices of his 
past, and for that we are grateful. America 
needs more people who will strive to do good 
in the face of adversity. Our country and the 
world are a better place because of his exam-
ple. 

In 1986 Kansas honored Mr. Parks by nam-
ing him Kansan of the Year. Then in 1988, 
President Ronald Reagan awarded him with 
the National Medal of Arts. More recently, he 
received the University of Kansas’ William 
Allen White Foundation National Citation for 
journalistic merit in 2006. 

I hope the House of Representatives will 
quickly pass the resolution in honor of Mr. 
Parks sponsored by my Kansas colleague, JIM 
RYUN. It is appropriate that Congress acknowl-
edge his life and many positive contributions 
to our country. 

I hope the memory of Mr. Parks will live on 
for generations and that his family and friends 
will find solace in the legacy he leaves behind. 
May Gordon Parks rest in peace. 
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CELEBRATING THE 45TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE PEACE CORPS AND 
NATIONAL PEACE CORPS WEEK 

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 9, 2006 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the many men and women that 
serve on the Peace Corps. I believe you can 
either be part of the problem or part of the so-
lution. The many men and women that serve 
on the Peace Corps are part of the solution in 
creating international peace. In 1961 when 
John F. Kennedy established the Peace Corps 
he intended to promote world peace and 
friendships. 

Today, in the twenty first century Peace 
Corps members play a vital role in the United 
States by serving other countries in the cause 
of peace. The volunteers work on many dif-
ferent projects that help people in interested 
countries meet their needs for trained men 
and women, and also help encourage a better 
understanding of Americans on the part of the 
peoples served. 

Members of the Peace Corps serve our 
country by assisting countries around the 
world. Finding common ways to address glob-
al challenges such as, the HIV/AIDS epidemic 
and also building unbending bonds of friend-
ship across an ever shrinking world is one of 
the many developmental programs the Peace 
Corps offers. 
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