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pulling for them, watching every week 
and dialing and texting as many votes 
as possible to keep them in the com-
petition. Their local newspapers keep 
everyone informed of their progress on 
the show and their thoughts when the 
cameras are turned off. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish Kelly and Bucky 
all the best. Even judge Simon Cowell 
cannot deny their talent and drive to 
compete. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KUHL of New York). Under the Speak-
er’s announced policy of January 4, 
2005, and under a previous order of the 
House, the following Members will be 
recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. PRYCE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. PRYCE of Ohio addressed the 
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

THIRD CASE OF BSE IN UNITED 
STATES 

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to claim the time 
of the gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. 
PRYCE). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nebraska? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day the United States’ third case of 
BSE or mad cow disease was diagnosed. 
The first case was December 2003, 
which was a Canadian-born cow that 
was diagnosed in Washington State. 
The second case was last June, a cow 
from Texas, and now this latest case, a 
cow from Alabama, and it is assumed 
that it is at least 10 years old or older. 
If so, this cow was born before the 1997 
feed ban went into effect, and that is 
significant because in 1997, it was de-
creed that no ruminant animal feed 
would be fed to livestock; and, of 
course, ruminant feed means it con-
tains some parts of animal within the 
feed. 

It is assumed BSE is acquired by an 
animal eating part of another animal 
that is BSE positive. As a result, we 
think that this feed ban should control 
the spread of BSE over time, but this 
apparently was an older animal that 
may have been prior to the ban. 

Also, it is duly noted that roughly 150 
people in the United Kingdom have 
died from a related disease to eating 
BSE-positive animals, so it is a con-
cern. 

So this leads to some questions: 
Number one, is U.S. beef safe? 
The answer is yes, despite this third 

case. Annually we slaughter roughly 35 

million cows in the United States, and 
we have had three positive since 2003, 
and our testing system is sophisticated 
to the degree if there is one animal 
that is positive for BSE in 10 million 
cows, we would be 99 percent certain to 
find that one cow. So the testing, the 
surveillance has been ramped up con-
siderably. We have tested 640,000 ani-
mals since June of 2004. Also, any ani-
mal in the United States that is 
slaughtered has the brains and spinal 
tissue removed, which is the tissue 
that normally carries the BSE prion. 

The second question: Will this hurt 
beef exports from the United States? 

The answer is it will certainly not 
help, and it may hurt to some degree. 
However, I think people around the 
world have become more familiar with 
BSE, what it is and how it can be pre-
vented, and so it might not be quite as 
alarming as it was 2 or 3 years ago. 

Japan closed their border to U.S. beef 
3 years ago. The border was opened last 
December, and it was closed again in 
January due to a breach in our export 
procedures. So we have lost that mar-
ket which is roughly $1.4 billion a year 
in U.S. trade to Japan. A lot of this de-
pends on confidence on the part of the 
Japanese public that we have rectified 
the problem. So this latest case is not 
going to help. 

Hong Kong has also suspended beef 
imports from one U.S. packing plant 
here in the United States rather re-
cently. 

That leads us to the final question: 
What needs to be done? 

It is very important that we have 
animal ID in the United States. Most 
other countries have it. We need to be 
able to determine where this animal 
from Alabama came from, what feed 
yard. It has only been on this one farm 
for 1 year, so the previous 9 years, 
where was it and what animals might 
have been contaminated along with it? 
Until we have that knowledge, until we 
have animal ID, it is going to be very 
difficult for us to maintain a positive 
trade climate around the world. So it is 
imperative that we begin to work on 
this and get this done as quickly as 
possible. 

f 

URGING CONGRESSIONAL 
OVERSIGHT OF IRAQ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. EMANUEL) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, in 
order to solve the problem, you have to 
recognize that you have a problem in 
the first place. 

For 3 years, the President and his ad-
ministration contended that every-
thing was going fine in Iraq, that we 
were winning, and they openly ques-
tioned the motivations and the patriot-
ism of anyone who questioned or dis-
agreed with them. 

Now we are finally getting some 
straight talk from people who have 
been in the administration since the 

very beginning. The U.S. Ambassador 
to Iraq says the country is nearing a 
civil war and we have opened ‘‘Pan-
dora’s box’’ by toppling Saddam Hus-
sein. 

Director of National Intelligence, 
John Negroponte said, ‘‘Even if a 
broad, inclusive national government 
emerges, there will almost certainly be 
a lag time before we see a dampening 
effect on the insurgency.’’ 

And today, General Peter Pace, the 
head of the Joint Chiefs of Staff said, 
‘‘The Iraqi people themselves are 
standing at a crossroads, and they are 
making critical decisions for their 
country right now about which road 
they want to take,’’ whether it is going 
to be a civil war or the road to democ-
racy. 

These are sobering assessments, but 
they were a welcome change from the 
standard White House line of every-
thing is fine, everything is hunky-dory, 
we are winning in Iraq, the road to vic-
tory is in Iraq. In fact, we are at the 
precipice of a civil war. We are on the 
doorstep of a civil war. 

Now that we have this honest talk fi-
nally, we are finding from people who 
are telling us what the beginnings were 
because we did not get here by acci-
dent. We got here by people not listen-
ing to the people on the ground. Our 
first ambassador, Paul Bremer, writes 
in a recent book, even on page 10, you 
don’t even have to finish the book, he 
had asked for more troops. The Presi-
dent of the United States, the Sec-
retary of Defense for years maintained 
nobody had asked for more troops. We 
had enough troops, if the generals 
needed more troops, they would have 
told us. Now the lead ambassador, the 
point man for the President of the 
United States, in fact, asked for more 
troops. 

One of the big problems we had, we 
had 500,000 troops to get Iraq out of Ku-
wait, but somehow some genius over at 
the Department of Defense, that is the 
Secretary of Defense, thought you 
could do it for less than 100,000, both 
occupy Iraq, win a war in Iraq, and do 
it for less than 100,000 when we needed 
500,000 just to get them out of Kuwait. 
In fact, somebody did ask for more 
troops, and the President of the United 
States and the Secretary of Defense re-
fused to listen to the ambassador, their 
point person. 

That is not the only mistake they 
made. In fact, today, going back to one 
of the early days of the insurgency, we 
now realize from the last 2 days of The 
New York Times, generals were saying 
we had to not try to topple Iraq, we 
had to deal with the Feyhadeen. Other-
wise, we are going to have the begin-
nings of an insurgency. The generals on 
the ground were overruled. 

Again, contrary to the line, which is, 
we are going to listen to the generals 
and whatever they need, we did not lis-
ten to the generals. When we finally 
get to Baghdad and did finally topple 
the government, and there was all this 
chaos going on, the Secretary of De-
fense once again used his famous line 
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which is ‘‘Freedom is messy. Some-
times it is followed by chaos,’’ after a 
country has been headed by an authori-
tarian dictatorship for so long. 

Every problem we are facing today, 
too few troops, not listening to the 
generals to literally suppress and put 
down the insurgency early on, not hav-
ing a plan for the occupation, is what 
has gotten us to this point today, 
where we are on the precipice of a civil 
war. And all is not hindsight, Monday 
morning quarterbacking. At the very 
time these problems were emerging, 
people said you are doing the wrong 
thing. And the Secretary of Defense 
and the President of the United States 
and others around his administration 
refused to listen. 

And this Congress has acted like the 
‘‘hear no evil, see no evil’’ Congress. 
We have $10 billion on Iraq reconstruc-
tion that nobody can account for, and 
there have been no hearings and no ac-
countability by the administration. 
Paul Bremer has not asked to come up 
and tell us what happened when he said 
he needed more troops. What happened 
to the generals when they said we have 
to put down the insurrection? 

Yet, this Republican Congress refuses 
to hold anybody’s feet to the fire, re-
fuses to ask any question, ask the 
questions and get the answers for the 
people that we represent want to know. 

On page 10 of ‘‘My Year in Iraq,’’ 
Bremer writes that he was alarmed by 
a RAND Corporation report stating we 
did not have enough troops on the 
ground to stabilize the country. 
Bremer continues, ‘‘I found the conclu-
sions persuasive. And troubling. That 
afternoon, I had a summary of the 
draft copied and sent down the corridor 
to Don Rumsfeld. ‘I think you should 
consider this,’ I said in my cover 
memo. I never heard back from him 
about the report.’’ 

Troop levels were not increased. The 
Feyhadeen were never put down. We 
have lost $10 billion, never to be ac-
counted for, and we never had a plan 
for the occupation we have today. And 
now we are the precipice of a civil war. 

Mr. Speaker, we can do better than 
this. These problems that are repeating 
in Iraq where nobody is held account-
able and nobody is asked questions are 
not isolated to the problems of Iraq. 
Look at Hurricane Katrina and all of 
the trailers down there and the money 
wasted. Again, nobody was in charge. 
Nobody listened, and American tax-
payers’ hard-earned dollars are seen 
wasted away. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

MURDER IN NEW YORK 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, Imette St. 
Guillen had everything going for her. 
She graduated with honors from 
George Washington University. Upon 
graduation, she moved to New York 
City to pursue her master’s degree. She 
was an honors graduate student at 
John Jay University studying criminal 
justice. She had great grades, great 
friends, and she had her whole life 
ahead of her. 

But 5 days short of her 25th birthday, 
in the early morning hours of February 
25, 2006, Imette went with her friends to 
a local Manhattan watering hole. 

b 1945 

Around 3 a.m. one of her friends de-
cided it was time to leave. But she 
stayed behind and later traveled to an-
other bar down the street. It was called 
the Falls Bar. According to reports, St. 
Guillen remained at the Falls Bar until 
last call, where she was asked to leave. 

Witnesses say that she was last seen 
being walked out of the bar by one of 
the bouncers, his name Darryl 
Littlejohn. Seventeen hours later her 
abused body was found wrapped in a 
quilt and thrown in a marshy area in 
East Brooklyn. A white sock had been 
stuffed down her throat, her face had 
been sealed with duct tape, her ankles 
and wrists were bound with plastic 
ties. An autopsy showed that she had 
been sexually assaulted and strangled. 

DNA tests showed that Darryl 
Littlejohn’s blood was found on plastic 
ties that were used to tie Imette’s 
hands behind her. More circumstantial 
evidence links Littlejohn to this mur-
der. 

So who is Darryl Littlejohn? He is a 
bouncer at a bar, but he is more. He is 
a bouncer who has been violating his 
parole because he stays out past 9 
o’clock p.m. violating his curfew. He is 
also a career criminal. He grew up in 
Queens, amid drugs and gangs. He was 
first convicted of armored robbery at 
the age of 16, later served prison terms 
ranging from 2 to 4 years and then a 10- 
year term for armed bank robbery. His 
fifth stint in prison for a Long Island 
bank robbery was committed just after 
3 months of being on parole from the 
previous trip to the penitentiary. 

His career criminal history includes 
seven felony convictions for armed rob-
bery, assault, drug dealing, weapons 
possession and more. He was paroled in 
2004 where he was sent to live with his 
mother. His neighbors described him as 
being intimidating and had a hot tem-
per. If convicted in this case, he can 
add murder and rape to his long list of 
criminal conduct. But hopefully this 
time the judges will get his punish-
ment right. 

Mr. Speaker, an innocent woman was 
brutally slain and the prime suspect 
that is linked to her by DNA is a 
former seven-time ex-convict. As a 
former criminal court judge in Texas, 
it is clear to me that the sentences 
were not harsh enough to begin with. 

Judges must understand their responsi-
bility to punish those violent individ-
uals that come to their courtrooms. We 
need to lock them up. That is why we 
build prisons. 

According to the New York Daily 
News, Littlejohn was formerly denied 
patrol with the following statement by 
the Parole Board. It was said: ‘‘You are 
violent and out of control. Your behav-
ior shows you are a menace to society. 
Your continued incarceration remains 
in the best interest of society.’’ 

Additionally, according to the Bos-
ton Herald, when Littlejohn was re-
leased on his latest parole, he was to be 
watched by parole officers until 2007. 
But last Friday, officials admitted they 
failed to monitor even a single day of 
the postprison wanderings due to some 
clerical error. 

Imette St. Guillen lost her life in a 
grisly and gruesome murder. This 
crime could have been avoided, but this 
catch-and-release policy puts dan-
gerous criminals and demons back on 
the streets. How many crimes does a 
felon have to commit before we learn 
some folks need to be behind bars in-
definitely? 

Judges have a moral and legal re-
sponsibility to punish violent criminals 
and make them our prisoners, rather 
than us continuing to be their pris-
oners. And when a criminal gets to the 
penitentiary, keep them there. Judges 
need to quit living in the land of excus-
able conduct and justifying the men-
acing misdeeds of malcontents. Crimi-
nals should pay for their crimes, not 
victims like Imette St. Guillen. Street 
terrorists like Littlejohn are just as 
much a threat as insurgents in Iraq. 
Both types of terrorists are a homeland 
security issue, and both should be 
brought to American justice. 

Mr. Speaker, that’s just the way it is. 
f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KUHL of New York). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is recognized for 
5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

IRAQI WOMEN DELEGATION 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak out of 
turn. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, there 
haven’t been any front-page articles in 
the newspapers about it. Time, News-
week, and U.S. News and World Report 
haven’t covered it either. And the big 
news channels are pretty much silent. 

But the fact that a group of coura-
geous Iraqi women came to the United 
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