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I do not think that he would leave
these people wanting. This is not
black, this is not white, this is not
rich, this is not poor, this is not Repub-
lican, nor is it Democrat, it is about
Americans that have been hurt and
need the help of the citizenry, their fel-
low citizens to get back on their feet.

There are people returning to their
communities and starting to do the
planning in spite of the fact that they
cannot get answers to the questions of
how high, and when, and is anybody
going to do anything at all?

There is resiliency in the people of
the gulf coast. They are going to come
back one way or another. It is going to
be a tough bill. It is going to take
time. It would take time whether the
Government helped or not. But it sure
would make it a whole lot better in my
mind for other countries in the world
to say Americans help each other.

I yield to Mr. JEFFERSON.

Mr. JEFFERSON. Madam Speaker, I
thank Mr. MELANCON for yielding to
me. I want to say how grateful he and
I are for the bipartisan approach that
was made in our region just a few
weeks ago when the Speaker of the
House and our Democratic leader, Mr.
HASTERT and Ms. PELOSI, came to-
gether and worked together in that re-
gion to address some of the issues we
are talking about tonight and to bring
to the attention of the American peo-
ple how crucial it is that all of us pull
together for this region.

As Mr. MELANCON has said, it is a
very important region to our Nation.
And so it is not just a matter of help-
ing the folks of Louisiana, it is a mat-
ter of helping people across this coun-
try. Yes, our folks are strewn in 44
States around the country, but we are
not talking about that sort of a na-
tional problem, we are talking about
one where we actually, the country
needs our region and we need our coun-
try to come to our aid so we can con-
tinue to supply these vital services to
the rest of the people of our Nation.

I believe that if someone were to
take a poll, Mr. MELANCON now, and
ask people of this country whether
they were standing with New Orleans
and with our region and wanted to see
us brought back, wanted to see our
country helped, I think they would all
say yes to that.

We just have to get the message here
to the Members of Congress that people
out there want to see us rebuild, want
to see us recover. And if we keep this
measure in front of them, the Amer-
ican people will see us through this. So
a part of our mission here tonight is to
make sure that the American people
understand how deep and abiding and
enduring our issues are, and to inform
their Members of Congress how much
we need their continuing help on a bi-
partisan basis to see us through this
set of problems.

I think it is good for our region, it is
imperative for our country, and it is
the way that we ought to address these
issues. We cannot go out with credi-
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bility with the rest of the world and
say we are going to fix their issues,
their problems, their infrastructure re-
quirements, and not say the same
thing for our people here at home with
any credibility.

So I thank Mr. MELANCON for what he
has done to arrange this. I thank Con-
gresswoman SHEILA JACKSON-LEE for
her contribution tonight, for Congress-
woman LEE, and for all of our col-
league who have joined us in this col-
loquy tonight. I appreciate the oppor-
tunity that the House has given us to
bring this message to the people of our
country.

Mr. MELANCON. Madam Speaker, in
closing, the days immediately fol-
lowing the storm in Katrina, before
Rita even came and devastated south-
west Louisiana and eastern Texas, the
only way I can get to Chalmette and
St. Bernard Parish was by boat on the
river. And when I got there, I met the
sheriff.

And they were organizing people they
were lifting off the roofs at the port fa-
cility referred to as the Chalmette
Slip. And all of these people, they had
lined up about 200 people putting life
jackets on them, putting them on a
barge to bring them across the rivers
to what is known as Algiers Point in
hopes that there would be buses there
could take them to a good place, be-
cause nobody really knew whether the
buses would come and where they
would ultimately end up.

But we gave them two MREs and we
put them on the barge and we sent
them out to Algiers Point, one we said
for supper tonight with a bottle of
water, one for breakfast in the morning
with a bottle of water and let’s just
hope that the buses will get there.

And as the sheriff and I said goodbye
to these folks, the first guy that was in
line looked at the sheriff and looked,
and he said, Sheriff, you know me, told
him his name. He says you know my
brother, Joe. You know where we live.
Joe drowned. Do not forget him.

The next person in line was a lady
who just burst into tears and hugged
the sheriff and she was excited. She
thought she was going somewhere. I do
not where that lady is today. She may
be in a hotel somewhere waiting to see
when she can get back home.

The third person, this guy was stand-
ing there with a plastic grocery bag in
his hand. And the sheriff said, I see you
have got your lunch already. And he
told the sheriff, this is not my lunch,
this is all I have left now. My house
went under 20 feet of water, at least
that is about how high my roof is.

There are people that have suffered
tremendously. We talked about the
voting rights. I think there is enough
safeguards. I believe that if America
can spend millions of dollars to help
Iraqis vote in this country for transi-
tional government and elect officials in
their country, then surely we can safe-
guard and make sure that Americans,
regardless of where they are from, can
vote in the elections in the commu-
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nities of their choice where they reside,
where they want to reside, where they
want to return to.

In closing, I can only say that what
we have done, while it is a good begin-
ning, and every bit that is parceled out
to the southern coastal States, we are
thankful for. But this is far beyond the
capacity of people or individuals to
comprehend without physically seeing
what is down there.

I do not care if it is Biloxi, Mis-
sissippi, New Orleans, Louisiana, Ven-
ice, Louisiana, Bayou LaBatrie, Ala-
bama, it does not matter, if you go and
you see you will understand.

It is inexplicable to try and describe
it. I encourage, as I did with the leader-
ship, when the CODEL came down to
Louisiana, every Member of this Con-
gress to go down there. If you make the
trip, if you see the areas that were hit,
and if you do not feel differently about
trying to help these Americans, then
there is nothing more that I can do.

I want to thank the leadership for al-
lowing us the time. My job I feel is to
keep this issue in front of the Amer-
ican public, because the gulf coast area
is not back up on its feet and still
needs quite a bit of help. Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

—————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 4939, EMERGENCY SUPPLE-
MENTAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT
FOR DEFENSE, THE GLOBAL
WAR ON TERROR, AND HURRI-
CANE RECOVERY, 2006

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma (during the
Special Order of Mr. MELANCON) from
the Committee on Rules, submitted a
privileged report (Rept. No. 109-391) on
the resolution (H. Res. 725) providing
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 4939)
making emergency supplemental ap-
propriations for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2006, and for other pur-
poses, which was referred to the House
Calendar and ordered to be printed.

————
IMMIGRATION REFORM IS NEEDED

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
DRAKE). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2005, the
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. KING. Madam Speaker, I would
first like to start out by saying that I
appreciate the opportunity to listen to
the delegation, particularly the rep-
resentatives from Louisiana and gen-
tlewomen from Texas and California,
their remarks on how bad it is down
there in the gulf coast.

Madam Speaker, I have made three
trips down there myself, two of them
on my own and another with a trans-
portation CODEL. And the first one
was the September 10 through Sep-
tember 12 when New Orleans was 70
percent underwater.

The second one was October 4 where
we saw most of the coastline, all of the
way through Biloxi and all of the way
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