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been quietly reclassifying documents
that were open for years. This program
began in 1999 but has exploded under
this administration, which has reclas-
sified more than 55,000 pages. Even the
Archivist of the United States said he
knew ‘‘precious little” of the program
until it was revealed by the press.

The examples go on and on. The Bush
administration has displayed a near-
total disdain for the free press and the
public’s right to know.

Sunshine Week invites an inventory
check on tools like the Freedom of In-
formation Act that make real the
public’s right to know. Attacks on
these tools only erode that right. A
free, open, and accountable democracy
is what our forefathers fought and died
for, and it is the duty of each new gen-
eration to protect this vital heritage
and inheritance.

EXPRESSION OF SYMPATHY FOR
KALOKO RESERVOIR VICTIMS

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I rise
today to express my sincere sympathy
and deep concern for those affected by
the collapse of the Kaloko Reservoir on
the island of Kaua’i in Hawaii. This
tragic flooding has caused loss of life
and substantial property damage. The
people of Hawaii have shown excep-
tional resolve in assisting their fellow
citizens as emergency personnel and
other volunteers have rushed to pro-
vide assistance to people in need. We
continue to pray for those who are still
missing and for those who are working
tirelessly in search and rescue efforts
and in additional emergency response.

As many of you know, several islands
in my home State have been inundated
by severe rainstorms over the past few
weeks. Flooding has caused substantial
disruptions of life as schools and busi-
ness have been forced to close and
many roads have been damaged or have
been washed out because of high water.
Property damage in cities and in rural
areas has been severe.

Hawaii’s Governor Lingle has called
upon the National Guard and many
State agencies to assist those who have
suffered losses and to respond to imme-
diate needs. However, the damage
caused by this flooding demonstrates
the need to prepare in advance for ad-
verse conditions and to be vigilant in
examining vulnerable areas.

I stand ready to offer any assistance
to the State of Hawaii that I can, in-
cluding securing emergency Federal
funding for the State.

Throughout this adversity, the peo-
ple of Hawaii have shown the resolve
that they are known for in times of cri-
sis. I am proud of my constituents as
they help their neighbors and work to
restore conditions around their homes,
schools, businesses, and places of wor-
ship. I know that their efforts will
bring comfort and solace to those in
need.
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TRIBUTE TO ROBERT MAXCY

e Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor the life of Robert
Maxcy of Waldoboro, ME, who passed
away this weekend at the age of 76. Bob
served 56 years in the Waldoboro Fire
Department, including the last 42 years
as its chief, and I would like to recog-
nize his lifelong devotion to public
safety.

Chief Bob Maxcy was born on Novem-
ber 17, 1929, in Thomaston, ME, the son
of the late Earl and Ruth Maxcy. At
age 14 he began his service as a fire-
fighter at the Thomaston Junior Fire
Department. This was the beginning of
his outstanding career in service to
both Maine and the Nation.

Upon his graduation from Thomaston
High School, Chief Maxcy served hon-
orably with the U.S. Air Force from
1947 to 1950. During his service, Chief
Maxcy attained the rank of gunnery
sergeant.

When he returned to Maine in 1950,
Chief Maxcy became a firefighter with
the Waldoboro Fire Department. In
that same year, he married his loving
and devoted wife, Muriel. By 1964, Chief
Maxcy had established himself as a
leader in the department and was ap-
pointed chief of the Waldoboro Fire De-
partment, a position in which he served
for 42 years.

Beyond his dedication to his depart-
ment, Chief Maxcy also was a leader in
the community and the State, as evi-
denced through his participation in the
Waldoboro Firemen’s Association,
Knox County Firemen’s Association,
Maine State Federation of Fire-
fighters, and the Lincoln County Fire
Chiefs.

Chief Maxcy was truly an honorable
Maine man. In addition to his success
as a community leader and firefighter,
he will be remembered for his love of
his family, the outdoors, and the Red
Sox. Chief Maxcy is survived by five
children, Deborah, Marcia, Marc, Dee,
and Daryl; his brother, Harlan; his sis-
ter, Marilyn; his grandchildren, great
grandchildren, nieces, and nephews.

Chief Bob Maxcy will be greatly
missed. I offer my sincere condolences
and prayers to Chief Maxcy’s family.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

March 15, 2006
MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The following enrolled bills, pre-
viously signed by the Speaker of the
House, were signed today, March 15,
2006, by the President pro tempore (Mr.
STEVENS).

H.R. 1053. An act to authorize the exten-
sion of nondiscriminatory treatment (nor-
mal trade relations treatment) to the prod-
ucts of Ukraine.

H.R. 1691. An act to designate the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs outpatient clinic in
Appleton, Wisconsin, as the ‘‘John H. Brad-
ley Department of Veterans Affairs Out-
patient Clinic”’.

At 3:12 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, without amend-
ment:

S. 1184. An act to waive the passport fees
for a relative of a deceased member of the
Armed Forces proceeding abroad to visit the
grave of such member or to attend a funeral
or memorial service for such member.

S. 2064. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
122 South Bill Street in Francesville, Indi-
ana, as the Malcolm Melville ‘“Mac’” Law-
rence Post Office.

S. 2363. An act to extend the educational
flexibility program under section 4 of the
Education Flexibility Partnership Act of
1999.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bills, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 4826. An act to extend through Decem-
ber 31, 2006, the authority of the Secretary of
the Army to accept and expend funds con-
tributed by non-Federal public entities to ex-
pedite the processing of permits.

H.R. 4841. An act to amend the Ojito Wil-
derness Act to make a technical correction.

H.R. 4911. An act to temporarily extend the
programs under the Higher Education Act of
1965, and for other purposes.

The message further announced that
the House has agreed to the following
concurrent resolutions, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 350. Concurrent resolution per-
mitting the use of the rotunda of the Capitol
for a ceremony as part of the commemora-
tion of the days of remembrance of victims
of the Holocaust.

H. Con. Res. 354. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the continued support of Congress
for requiring an institution of higher edu-
cation to provide military recruiters with
access to the institution’s campus and stu-
dents at least equal in quality and scope to
that which is provided to any other employer
in order to be eligible for the receipt of cer-
tain Federal funds.

———————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 4841. An act to amend the Ojito Wil-
derness Act to make a technical correction;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

The following concurrent resolution
was read the first and the second times
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