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| applaud Martha Page’s accomplishments
in public education, an occupation of great re-
sponsibility and even greater reward. On be-
half of so many in the Hodgenville area, |
would like to express my profound apprecia-
tion for her service and inspiration as she mo-
tivates young people to recognize and develop
their talents and abilities.

It is my great privilege to recognize Martha
Page today, before the entire U.S. House of
Representatives, for her achievements as an
educator. Her unique dedication to the devel-
opment and well-being of young people and
the communities they will someday serve
make her an outstanding citizen worthy of our
collective honor and respect.

———————
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Mr. POMBO. Mr. Speaker, today my Col-
leagues, BARNEY FRANK and DON YOUNG, and
| are introducing the American Fisheries Man-
agement and Marine-Life Enhancement Act.
This legislation will reauthorize the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Manage-
ment Act—the Nation’s premier fishery con-
servation statute.

This legislation continues to build on the tra-
dition of allowing for regional solutions to re-
gional fishery management problems by using
a system of Regional Fishery Management
Councils. These Councils offer a transparent
process where those with a stake in the re-
source can be heard and can see how deci-
sions on the management of the resource are
made.

This legislation keeps in mind a number of
important principles which have kept the Mag-
nuson-Stevens Act as relevant and dynamic
as it is. We have tried to maintain a number
of these key themes including: management
must be science-based (with peer review that
includes the public); there must be an open
and transparent decision-making process with
stakeholder involvement; there must be flexi-
bility which recognizes that there is a need for
regional solutions to regional problems; there
is a need to minimize potential for lawsuits—
fisheries management decisions should be
made by the professionals not by the courts;
there needs to be a balance between con-
servation and economic considerations; and fi-
nally, the Act needs to consider the impacts of
management decisions on those communities
which are dependent on the resource to re-
main viable communities.

The management of our Nation’s fisheries
has always been a matter of balance. It is im-
portant to continue the balance between the
health of the resource and the interests of the
fishing industry to provide a healthy, sustain-
able protein source for the world. Without a
sustainable, healthy resource, the fishermen
would be out of business and without a fishing
industry, the Nation would not have seafood to
consume. This legislation maintains this bal-
ance and makes sure that the management
decisions to maintain the balance are based
on science. These decisions need to be made
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with adequate peer review and with the input
of the affected and interested participants and
this bill continues those ideals.

Ten years ago, Congress passed the Sus-
tainable Fisheries Act (SFA). That legislation
was the first major reauthorization of the Mag-
nuson-Stevens Act and made major changes
to the statute. The SFA amended or added 15
definitions, added three new National Stand-
ards (and amended one existing National
Standard), added 8 new provisions which the
Councils were required to comply with in draft-
ing new fishery management plans (and re-
quired that all existing plans be amended to
comply with the new provisions), included 5
new discretionary provisions for Councils to
consider when developing fishery manage-
ment plans, required thirteen new reports, and
for the first time, included disclosure stand-
ards, conflict of interest standards, and recusal
standards for members of the Regional Fish-
ery Management Councils.

The SFA focused on three major themes—
the identification overfishing and a requirement
for rebuilding overfished fisheries, the identi-
fication and conservation of essential fish
habitat, and the reduction, to the extent prac-
ticable, of bycatch in our Nation’s fisheries. All
three of themes were important to making
sure that fisheries were sustainable.

The Sustainable Fisheries Act required
major changes to the way the Nation’s fish-
eries were managed—changes for the better.
While the SFA was not perfect, it pushed the
Councils and the Secretary to address some
key issues to make our fisheries more sustain-
able. Since 1996—only ten years ago—we
have seen tremendous progress in all three of
these areas and the Nation’s fisheries are in
much better shape than they were less than a
decade ago. But we can still do better. The
American Fisheries Management and Marine-
Life Enhancement Act will allow the Councils
to gather better data, provide for the use of
new technologies, provides new funding for
“clean gear” technologies and does so without
creating new areas for litigation.

Congress has continued to discuss ideas
which would make our fisheries more sustain-
able since the SFA was enacted. Members of
Congress have participated in two major fish-
eries conferences here in Washington, D.C.
that focused on how well or how poorly fish-
eries were being managed in the U.S. While
the overall picture was getting better, these
conferences sparked debate on the new steps
that could be taken to make our fisheries bet-
ter. This legislation builds on the rec-
ommendations of those conferences.

The American Fisheries Management and
Marine-Life Enhancement Act builds on the
progress made by the Sustainable Fisheries
Act, from the recommendations of the national
fisheries conferences, from ideas floated at
meetings with interested user groups, and
from the report of the U.S. Commission on
Ocean Policy.

The Senate Commerce Committee, led by
Co-Chairmen STEVENS and INOUYE, has
passed reauthorization legislation that is clear-
ly headed in the right direction and | com-
pliment their leadership on this issue. | hope
that the American Fisheries Management and
Marine-Life Enhancement Act will be as well
received as theirs was and | look forward to
resolving the few differences we have before
the end of the year.

The American Fisheries Management and
Marine-Life Enhancement Act takes a number
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of provisions from Senators STEVENS' and
INOUYE’s legislation, a number of provisions
from the administration’s proposed legislation,
a number of recommendations from the Re-
gional Fishery Management Councils, and rec-
ommendations from hearings both in Wash-
ington and in fishery-dependent communities.

This bill addresses or touches on 11 of the
16 recommendations of the U.S. Commission
on Ocean Policy which suggest changes to
the Magnuson-Stevens Act and 6 of the re-
maining 11 recommendations that suggest
changes to agencies’ activities related to fish-
eries conservation or management.

While this legislation may not be perfect, |
believe it will move fisheries management in
the right direction. | look forward to working
with my House Colleagues and my Senate
Colleagues to develop consensus legislation
to reauthorize this important act before the
end of the year.

———
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
echo what the vast majority of Members of
Congress believe: Our country is in need of a
solution to address the influx of undocumented
immigrants into the United States. | would also
like to enter into the RECORD a Wall Street
Journal editorial advocating for amnesty, a let-
ter signed by esteemed Members of Congress
calling for orderly, legal venues for new immi-
grants and earned legalization for those in the
United States and an opinion piece by Car-
dinal Archbishop Roger Mahoney of Los An-
geles explaining his archdiocese’s stand
against proposed legislation that would penal-
ize social and religious organizations that help
undocumented immigrants.

This Nation was founded by immigrants
fleeing religious persecution. Ironically, today
this country has evolved to one that per-
secutes undocumented immigrants who, like
our forefathers, came here searching for a
better quality of life. Upon arrival, if undocu-
mented immigrants are so lucky to cross the
border alive and evade exploitation by drug
smugglers and coyotes, they are forced to live
in the shadows without access to health care
or employment benefits at a job that pays little
salary. In fear of detection by law enforce-
ment, they cannot live normal lives.

This is an unjust burden imposed to persons
who are welcomed with open arms into this
country by U.S. employers to perform un-
skilled labor. As George Melloan states in his
opinion piece, “The U.S. needs labor; immi-
grants supply labor. So the solution is to find
ways to bring the two together in some legal,
orderly way.” While it is true that this country
is suffering from astronomically high deficits,
the American entrepreneurial spirit drives an
economy that embraces cheap labor. There is
no reason to believe that the labor demand
will subside and as a result immigrants will
continue to be attracted to employment oppor-
tunities here. We in turn will continue to de-
pend on immigrant labor to harvest our crops,
tend to our gardens, clean our homes and of-
fices and even take care of our children.
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