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So the motion to table was agreed to.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, earlier today, |

mistakenly cast my vote against tabling the
privileged motion offered by Minority Leader
NANCY PELOSI. In fact, | intended to vote in
favor of tabling the motion and would like my
intentions to be reflected in the RECORD.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. McKEON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 609.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATOURETTE). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia?

There was no objection.

———

COLLEGE ACCESS AND
OPPORTUNITY ACT OF 2005

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 742 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 609.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
609) to amend and extend the Higher
Education Act of 1965, with Mr.
CHOCOLA (Acting Chairman) in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. When the
Committee of the Whole rose on
Wednesday, March 29, 2006, amendment
No. 3 printed in House Report 109-399
by the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
BURTON) had been disposed of and pro-
ceedings pursuant to House Resolution
741 had been completed.

Pursuant to House Resolution 742, no
further general debate shall be in
order.

Pursuant to House Resolution 742, no
further amendment is in order except
those printed in House Report 109-401.
Each amendment may be offered only
in the order printed in the report, by a
Member designated in the report, shall
be considered read, shall be debatable
for the time specified in the report,
equally divided and controlled by the
proponent and an opponent, shall not
be subject to amendment, and shall not
be subject to a demand for division of
the question.

AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MRS. BIGGERT

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Chairman, I offer
an amendment.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk
will designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment No. 1 printed in House Report
109401 offered by Mrs. BIGGERT:

Page 230, after line 10, insert the following
new subsection:

(d) HOMELESS YOUTH.—Section 480(d) is fur-
ther amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (6) and (7)
as paragraphs (7) and (8), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (5) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

‘(6) has been verified as both a homeless
child or youth and an unaccompanied youth,
as such terms are defined in section 725 of
the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
Act (42 U.S.C. 11434a), during the school year
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in which the application for financial assist-
ance is submitted, by—

““(A) a local educational agency liaison for
homeless children and youths, as designated
under section 722(g)(1)(J)(ii) of the McKin-
ney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42
U.S.C. 11432(g)(1)(J)(ii));

‘(B) a director of a homeless shelter, tran-
sitional shelter, or independent living pro-
gram; or

‘(C) a financial aid administrator;”’.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to
House Resolution 742, the gentlewoman
from Illinois (Mrs. BIGGERT) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Illinois.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Chairman, I rise
to introduce an amendment that would
make the dream of a college education
more accessible to youth who are
homeless and on their own.

While many young people experience
homelessness as part of a family, so
many youth in homeless situations are
on their own. These children are unac-
companied for reasons that are ex-
tremely diverse and usually heart-
breaking. In many cases they have run
away to escape physical or sexual
abuse. Others have been abandoned by
their parents.

Due to their severe poverty, these
homeless students are extremely un-
likely to be able to access post-sec-
ondary education without Federal stu-
dent aid. But in order to determine stu-
dent eligibility for aid, the FAFSA re-
quires them to provide financial infor-
mation and a signature from their par-
ent or guardian.

While these requirements are logical
for most applicants, they create insur-
mountable barriers for unaccompanied
homeless youth. So the very children
who are most in need of financial as-
sistance are the least likely to receive
it.

My amendment removes these bar-
riers by allowing unaccompanied
homeless youth to be considered inde-
pendent students. To ensure that there
is no fraud or abuse, the living situa-
tion of the student must be verified by
one of the following individuals: a
McKinney-Vento Act school district li-
aison, a shelter director, or a financial
aid administrator.

This independent student status will
ensure that unaccompanied homeless
youth are not required to provide their
parental income information and pa-
rental signature, information they sim-
ply do not have and cannot get. The
amendment thus opens the doors of
higher education to some of our Na-
tion’s most vulnerable youth.

I should add, Mr. Chairman, that this
amendment was scored by the CBO as
having no budgetary impact.

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Chairman, will the
gentlewoman yield?

Mrs. BIGGERT. I yield to the gen-
tleman from California.

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Chairman, I want
to thank the gentlewoman, a good
member of her committee, for her
work. I think this makes the bill bet-
ter, and I hope all of our Members can
support this amendment.
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