April 4, 2006

Mr.  Speaker, Chief Justice William
Rehnquist served the people of this country
and the court he loved for 33 years. | believe
that a bust in the Supreme Court is but a
small token of our deep appreciation for his
dedication to this country and the rule of law.

HONORING THE INTERNATIONAL
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AMERICAN INTERFRATERNITY
CONFERENCE, MR. JAMES R.
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Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the work of an outstanding indi-
vidual, Mr. James R. Estes of Columbia, Mis-
souri as he concludes his second term as the
volunteer International President of the North
American Interfraternity Conference (NIC).
Professionally, Jim is President of Gaslight
Gundaker GMAC Real Estate, which is one of
the nation’s 500 largest real estate firms.

Jim Estes graduated from the University of
Missouri, where he was initiated into the
Kappa Alpha Order fraternity in 1960. Jim
served his chapter as undergraduate president
and was also a member of the University of
Missouri football and baseball teams. He
played in the 1961 Orange Bowl and was an
All-Big 8 selection, while his work on the base-
ball team helped his Missouri Tigers earn
three trips to the College World Series.

Jim Estes’ commitment to the moral devel-
opment of young men has extended to work-
ing with college fraternities, the organizations
that build the character and leadership skills of
tens of thousands of college men every year.
Mr. Speaker, it is Jim’'s exceptional work for
fraternity men nationwide that | rise to recog-
nize today.

Jim Estes has had an exemplary record of
service to Kappa Alpha Order fraternity and
the interfraternal world. He served as a prov-
ince Commander for the State of Missouri and
was first elected to the Kappa Alpha Executive
Council in 1995 and served as Vice President.
In 1997, he was elected to the first of two
terms as Knight Commander or National
President of Kappa Alpha Order. He has also
served as a member of the Kappa Alpha
Order Educational Foundation, including two
years of service as the Foundation’s president.

Jim Estes has not been content to serve
just his own brothers for he has had a larger
mission of improving the collegiate experience
of all men and women who join a college fra-
ternity. For that reason, Jim Estes has served
the interfraternal community as well, serving
on the board of the North American Interfrater-
nity Conference (NIC) for the past several
years, including the past two years as the Na-
tional President of the NIC. The NIC is the
umbrella group for 66 national fraternities that
have 350,000 undergraduate members and
4.2 million living alumni worldwide.

Mr. Speaker, it is hard to explain Jim Estes’
contribution to the fraternity world without ex-
plaining what fraternity life is all about. Nine
million Americans are proud fraternity and so-
rority alumni and their experiences in these or-
ganizations helped them become better stu-
dents and better citizens of our great nation.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

While only three percent of the nation’s popu-
lation has been a member of a fraternity or so-
rority, these organizations are proven leader-
ship laboratories for developing the next gen-
eration of American leaders. For proof, you
need look no further than this Congress itself,
where 155 current Members of the House of
Representatives and the Senate are alumni of
fraternities and sororities.

College fraternities and sororities are one of
the most successful leadership development
programs available to college students today,
helping members graduate with the manage-
ment and interpersonal skills needed to excel
in today’s society. These fraternities are the
nation’s largest networks of student volun-
teers, providing 10 million hours of service a
year and preparing members for a lifetime of
community involvement. Fraternity housing is
the largest not-for-profit housing market out-
side of the host colleges and universities
themselves. The 250,000 students living in fra-
ternity housing today at 8,000 chapter houses
nationwide have an unparalleled opportunity to
live and work together on a daily basis with
students from different cultures, religions and
life experiences. Fraternities are now the larg-
est, most visible, and most active values-
based organizations on college campuses
today. The men and women who are fraternity
members today learn how to incorporate the
principles and values of their organization into
their daily lives to form the moral foundation
for their future actions.

Jim Estes has served the NIC as President
during challenging times and he has helped
foster a number of national initiatives to im-
prove the standards that fraternity men live up
to in their daily lives on campus. He has con-
tinued the NICs fight for freedom of associa-
tion on campus and he has continued to
champion passage of the Collegiate Housing
and Infrastructure Act, which today is spon-
sored by almost 100 of my colleagues in the
House. If that bill becomes law, it will allow all
student associations on college campuses to
use a private market approach to upgrade and
replace their facilities in the future, thus mak-
ing it possible for these student groups to con-
tinue to thrive for decades to come.

Mr. Speaker, at the end of April, Mr. Marc
Katz of Alpha Epsilon Pi Fraternity will be
sworn in as the new National President of the
North American Interfraternity Conference. |
welcome Mr. Katz and look forward to the op-
portunity to work with him to improve the fra-
ternal experience for today’s college students.
As | welcome Mr. Katz to his new position of
responsibility, | ask this chamber to join me in
recognizing Jim Estes for his outstanding dec-
ades of service to the college fraternity world.
| know he will continue to be an active and
visible part of the fraternity movement in the
future, but now is the moment to thank Jim
Estes for his dedication and service in leading
the fraternal community to better days.
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Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate my dear friend, Dr. John Ray
Taitano on the occasion of his retirement from
the Guam Army National Guard after twenty
three years of service as a patriot and to ex-
press the gratitude and appreciation of the
people of Guam and America for his accom-
plishments and his dedication to his country
and the freedoms all Americans enjoy.

Dr. Taitano, even as he completed his col-
lege education at the University of Guam in
1968, was ever mindful of his duty to country,
and continued his pursuit of a military career
through the U.S. Army Engineer’s Officer Can-
didate School at Fort Belvoir, VA, from where
he was commissioned a Second Lieutenant
and then soon after deployed to Viet Nam
where he served from 1971 to 1972. After that
deployment and service, Dr. Taitano pursued
his lifelong desire to continue serving his peo-
ple as a doctor of medicine through the Uni-
versity of Hawaii’'s School of Medicine from
where he was the first Chamorro graduate. He
soon after returned to Guam to establish, with
three fellow Chamorro doctors, the Family
Medical Clinic, which eventually became The
Doctors’ Clinic, one of Guam’s premier private
medical clinics serving over 15,000 island pa-
tients. Today, John Ray Taitano continues to
serve The Doctors’ Clinic as a staff physician,
stockholder and member of its Board of Direc-
tors.

Despite his busy schedule at The Doctors’
Clinic, Dr. John Ray Taitano continued to
serve his community through the years in
many ways. As President of the Guam Memo-
rial Hospital Medical Staff and Chairman of the
Hospital’s Medical Executive Committee; as
President of the Guam Medical Society; as
President of the Government of Guam’s Com-
mission on Licensure; as President of the
Guam Heart Association; and as his latest ad-
venture; as President of the Guam Veterans’
Advisory Council. But his love for his country,
and the men and women who proudly wear its
uniforms, continued to motivate him to even
greater personal accomplishments.

In 1983, Dr. Taitano was commissioned as
a Captain of the Guam Army National Guard
and became its first, and only, State Surgeon.
He served as the chief advisor to eight (8) Ad-
jutant Generals on all command medical mat-
ters and has ensured that all 800 plus per-
sonnel are medically qualified for deployment
worldwide. He became the Senior Medical Of-
ficer of the Command, a position and respon-
sibility he has held since 1997.

In pursuit of the best health for the soldiers
under his watch, Dr. Taitano championed
elimination of smoking inside all buildings of
the Guam National Guard and established the
first unit physical training program for
MEDCOM, in addition to and apart from the
Command PT program.

While serving as the Senior Medical Officer
of the Guam Guard, Colonel Taitano attended
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