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bring those responsible for crimes against hu-
manity before the International Criminal Court.
And, most importantly, we must continue
pressing for a strong, international military en-
gagement with a robust mandate to protect ci-
vilians in Darfur.

All across America, millions of Americans
are demanding that we take action. | urge my
colleagues to support this bill and | urge the
administration to do all it can to end this geno-
cide.

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of H.R. 3127, the Darfur Peace and Account-
ability Act. Passage of this bill, which is long
overdue, will help fulfill the U.S.’s role in end-
ing the genocide in Sudan.

More than a year and a half ago, Congress
voted unanimously to condemn the genocide
in Darfur. Then-Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell declared the atrocities in Darfur to be geno-
cide, a statement that was hailed as significant
and meaningful coming from the highest eche-
lons of the U.S. government. Despite these
clear pronouncements, however, more people
die every day and the slow genocide in Darfur
persists unabated.

It is beyond imagination that the collective
might and concerted will of the nations of the
world cannot find a way to end this daily toll
of human misery. | hope and pray that Sudan
will allow the proposed UN peacekeeping mis-
sion to move forward so that we can end this
devastation. While we wait, however, we must
find ways to make the African Union Mission
in Sudan (AMIS) stronger, and to bolster these
efforts with a NATO support.

We must also send the message to those
who perpetrate genocide that there will be
consequences. The Darfur Peace and Ac-
countability Act would impose harsh sanctions
against those who are complicit in or respon-
sible for acts of genocide, freezing their assets
and restricting their ability to travel, and would
block the Government of Sudan’s access to
the oil revenues used to fund the ongoing
genocide.

The bill also properly recognizes that ending
the genocide in Darfur is not a challenge to be
solved by the United States alone. It provides
clear support for efforts to establish a U.N.
peacekeeping presence in Darfur and other
multilateral initiatives to pressure the Suda-
nese government to end the genocide.

My colleagues, “Never Again” is a phrase
we have all heard before. We have all said it
before. It is one of the most powerful expres-
sions of the natural human inclination to stop
suffering, to end the death and destruction
that stems from senseless hatred and indiffer-
ence to human life.

Never Again will we let 6,000,000 Jews per-
ish under the noses of the civilized world.
Never Again will we let Rwandans be rounded
up and indiscriminately killed because of their
tribal affiliation. Never Again will we allow eth-
nic cleansing in the Balkans.

The problem with the phrase “Never Again,”
however, is that it is usually uttered after the
violence is over, as a rallying cry against his-
tory repeating itself. We have seen, time and
time again, that history does repeat itself, and
it is simply not enough to say that we will pre-
vent it next time. We must end the genocide
in Darfur now.

The Darfur genocide is not a Sudanese
problem or an African problem. It is a human
tragedy, and it is ours to solve. If we are seri-
ous about “Never Again,” let passage of the
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Darfur Peace and Accountability Act today be
just one step along this long and arduous
road.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHoOD). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 3127, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

——
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 3127.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

————
CONCERNING THE GOVERNMENT

OF ROMANIA’S BAN ON INTER-
COUNTRY ADOPTIONS AND THE

WELFARE OF ORPHANED OR
ABANDONED CHILDREN IN RO-
MANIA

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution (H. Res.
578) concerning the Government of Ro-
mania’s ban on intercountry adoptions
and the welfare of orphaned or aban-
doned children in Romania.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 578

Whereas following the execution of Roma-
nian President Nicolae Ceausescu in 1989, it
was discovered that more than 100,000 under-
fed, neglected children throughout Romania
were living in hundreds of squalid and inhu-
mane institutions;

Whereas United States citizens responded
to the dire situation of these children with
an outpouring of compassion and assistance
to improve conditions in those institutions
and to provide for the needs of abandoned
children in Romania;

Whereas, between 1990 and 2004, United
States citizens adopted more than 8,200 Ro-
manian children, with a similar response
from Western Europe;

Whereas the United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) reported in March 2005 that
more than 9,000 children a year are aban-
doned in Romania’s maternity wards or pedi-
atric hospitals and that child abandonment
in Romania in ‘2003 and 2004 was no different
from that occurring 10, 20, or 30 years ago’’;

Whereas there are approximately 37,000 or-
phaned or abandoned children in Romania
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today living in state institutions, an addi-
tional 49,000 living in temporary arrange-
ments, such as foster care, and an unknown
number of children living on the streets and
in maternity and pediatric hospitals;

Whereas, on December 28, 1994, Romania
ratified the Hague Convention on Protection
of Children and Co-operation in Respect of
Intercountry Adoption which recognizes that
“intercountry adoption may offer the advan-
tage of a permanent family to a child for
whom a suitable family cannot be found in
his or her State of origin’’;

Whereas intercountry adoption offers the
hope of a permanent family for children who
are orphaned or abandoned by their biologi-
cal parents;

Whereas UNICEF’s official position on
intercountry adoption, in pertinent part,
states: “For children who cannot be raised
by their own families, an appropriate alter-
native family environment should be sought
in preference to institutional care, which
should be used only as a last resort and as a
temporary measure. Inter-country adoption
is one of a range of care options which may
be open to children, and for individual chil-
dren who cannot be placed in a permanent
family setting in their countries of origin, it
may indeed be the best solution. In each
case, the best interests of the individual
child must be the guiding principle in mak-
ing a decision regarding adoption.”’;

Whereas unsubstantiated allegations have
been made about the fate of children adopted
from Romania and the qualifications and
motives of those who adopt internationally;

Whereas in June 2001, the Romanian Adop-
tion Committee imposed a moratorium on
intercountry adoption, but continued to ac-
cept new intercountry adoption applications
and allowed many such applications to be
processed under an exception for extraor-
dinary circumstances;

Whereas on June 21, 2004, the Parliament
of Romania enacted Law 272/2004 on ‘‘the pro-
tection and promotion of the rights of the
child,” which creates new requirements for
declaring a child legally available for adop-
tion;

Whereas on June 21, 2004, the Parliament
of Romania enacted Law 273/2004 on adop-
tion, which prohibits intercountry adoption
except by a child’s biological grandparent or
grandparents;

Whereas there is no European Union law or
regulation restricting intercountry adop-
tions to biological grandparents or requiring
that restrictive laws be passed as a pre-
requisite for accession to the European
Union;

Whereas the number of Romanian children
adopted domestically is far less than the
number abandoned and has declined further
since enactment of Law 272/2004 and 273/2004
due to new, overly burdensome requirements
for adoption;

Whereas prior to enactment of Law 273/
2004, 211 intercountry adoption cases were
pending with the Government of Romania in
which children had been matched with adop-
tive parents in the United States, and ap-
proximately 1,500 cases were pending in
which children had been matched with pro-
spective parents in Western Europe; and

Whereas Romanian children, and all chil-
dren, deserve to be raised in permanent fami-
lies: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the desire of the Government
of Romania to improve the standard of care
and well-being of children in Romania;

(2) urges the Government of Romania to
complete the processing of the intercountry
adoption cases which were pending when
Law 273/2004 was enacted;
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