
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1537 April 5, 2006 
The Republican Party of One Percent can’t 

respond to the other 99 percent of America. 
When hurricanes destroy lives and property 

in the Gulf Coast, Republicans send condo-
lences instead of competent leaders. 

While more vulnerable American children 
and families fall into poverty, Republicans call 
for more tax holidays for the wealthy. 

When distinguished Americans need help 
paying for prescription drugs, Republicans 
have drug companies write the legislation, and 
forbid the federal government from negotiating 
cheaper prices for distinguished Americans, 
every American 65 and older, like my Mom. 

The Republican Party of one percent has 
done more to undermine America’s financial 
security than any administration in history. The 
Republican Party of one percent uses the 
word security every chance it gets. 

But our Ports are not secure, our environ-
ment is not secure, our financial future is not 
secure, our most vulnerable children are not 
secure, and America’s Middle Class is any-
thing but secure. 

The Republican One Percent Party has 
spent the last five years concerned with only 
one thing—the top one percent of America. 

Poverty is up. 
Middle Class wages are down in real dol-

lars. 
Health care costs are up. 
The number of Americans with health care 

coverage is down. 
Every day, America’s Middle Class hurts a 

little more, and every day the top one percent 
earn a lot more. 

That’s Republican math. Divide a nation into 
the very wealthy and nobody else. 

That’s the Republican Party of One Percent. 
Not all of my Republican colleagues think 

this way, but they have to vote the way they’re 
told by the White House. 

Independence is another one percent illu-
sion. 

And that is precisely why the Republican 
One Percent Party has to receive a one-way 
ticket out of power this November. They’re out 
of touch with 99 percent of America. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

H.R. 4808, THE UNFAIR CHINESE 
AUTOMOTIVE TARIFF EQUALI-
ZATION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to submit in its 
entirety for the RECORD a letter from 
the United States Business and Indus-
try Council at the conclusion of my re-
marks, but I will be reading from parts 
of this letter. 

Mr. KILDEE and myself have intro-
duced H.R. 4808, the Unfair Chinese 
Automobile Tariff Equalization Act. I 
am going to read several paragraphs 
from this letter that I will submit. It is 
a letter to me from Mr. Kevin Kearns, 

President of the United States Busi-
ness and Industry Council. 

‘‘Dear Representative JONES: On be-
half of the 1,500 U.S. companies com-
prising the U.S. Business and Industry 
Council, I am writing to express our 
strong support for H.R. 4808, the Unfair 
Chinese Automobile Tariff Equali-
zation Act. 

‘‘Equalizing U.S. and Chinese tariffs 
on passenger cars, as the bill would re-
quire, is an important and greatly 
overdue step toward restoring equi-
table competition in both U.S.-China 
trade and global automobile trade. 
Such competition in turn is essential 
to restoring the health of the U.S.- 
owned automotive sector, which makes 
us such a large share of our economy 
and which has undergirded the Amer-
ican middle class for so many dec-
ades.’’ 

I am going to skip on with para-
graphs, Mr. Speaker. Again, I have 
asked that this entire letter be sub-
mitted for the RECORD. 

‘‘In fact, according to the latest data 
available, imports have grabbed two- 
thirds of the domestic U.S. auto mar-
ket in 2004, up from 50 percent just 7 
years earlier. Small wonder that Ford 
and GM are downsizing as fast as they 
can. 

‘‘Much of the blame clearly falls on 
incompetent trade policies, many of 
course supported by Detroit itself in a 
triumph of shortsightedness. Presi-
dents of both parties have signed nu-
merous free trade agreements over the 
years. But despite the promises made 
to sell them to an increasingly skep-
tical public, they have manifestly 
failed to open foreign markets for U.S. 
producers, or even to limit predatory 
foreign commercial practices such as 
subsidizing, dumping, and exchange 
rate manipulation. 

‘‘In fact, the trade flows clearly 
shows that the main new accomplish-
ments of these trade agreements have 
been to help U.S. and foreign-brand 
automakers alike supply the American 
market from low-wage export plat-
forms like Mexico. 

‘‘As symbolized by the ludicrously 
unequal auto tariffs left in place by 
U.S. negotiators of China trade deals, 
U.S. policy on automotive trade with 
China is speeding down the same road 
and will likely produce the same re-
sults. The United States still runs a 
small trade surplus in autos with 
China, but since 2000, Chinese auto ex-
ports to the United States have out-
paced the United States vehicle exports 
to China by a four-to-one ratio. 

‘‘The Unfair Chinese Automotive 
Tariff Equalization Act can begin re-
versing this process and help put the 
U.S.-owned auto industry and the do-
mestic manufacturing base as a whole 
back on the path of high-wage growth 
not low-wage stagnation. And the time 
to pass it is now, before the Chinese ex-
port drive takes off.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, the close on this letter 
is, ‘‘We strongly urge prompt House 
and Senate passage, and we will do ev-

erything we can to help make it the 
law of the land.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I also want to mention 
that the Chair of the caucus known as 
the House Automotive Caucus has 
urged Members of this House to sup-
port 4808 that is signed by Mr. KILDEE 
and Mr. UPTON, and we are asking just 
fairness in this trade issue. That is all 
we are asking, is that the Congress 
send a message to the trade nego-
tiators that we in this Congress want 
our manufacturers and our workers to 
be treated fairly. That is all we are 
asking in 4808 is to send a message. 

If we could get this bill to the floor of 
the House and pass this legislation, we 
would say to our trade negotiators that 
we need you, the trade negotiators, to 
make sure that we have fair trade as it 
relates to the American worker and the 
American manufacturers. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank you for this time, and I want to 
close by asking God to please bless our 
men and women in uniform, and to ask 
God to please bless the families and to 
ask God to please bless America. 

UNITED STATES BUSINESS 
AND INDUSTRY COUNCIL, 

Washington, DC, Mar. 9, 2006. 
Congressman WALTER JONES, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE JONES: On behalf of 
the 1,500 domestic U.S. companies com-
prising the U.S. Business and Industry Coun-
cil, I am writing to express our strong sup-
port for H.R. 4808, Tbe Unfair Chinese Auto-
motive Tariff Equalization Act. 

Equalizing U.S. and Chinese tariffs on pas-
senger cars, as the bill would require, is an 
important and greatly overdue step toward 
restoring equitable competition in both U,S.- 
China trade and global automotive trade. 
Such competition in turn is essential to re-
storing the health of the U.S.-owned auto-
motive sector, which makes up such a large 
share of our economy, and which has under-
girded the American middle class for so 
many decades. 

For many years, America’s trade perform-
ance in passenger cars has been nothing less 
than disastrous. Despite the proliferation of 
foreign transplant factories throughout the 
country, the United States ran a $101.8 bil-
lion trade deficit in autos and light trucks in 
2005. U.S. imports of these products last 
year, which totaled more than $126 billion, 
represented fully 84 percent of two-way glob-
al U.S. vehicle trade. 

In fact, according to the latest data avail-
able, imports had grabbed two-thirds of the 
domestic U.S. auto market in 2004, up from 
50 percent just seven years earlier. Small 
wonder that Ford and GM are downsizing as 
fast as they can. 

Much of the blame clearly falls on incom-
petent trade policies (many, of course, sup-
ported by Detroit itself in a triumph of 
short-sightedness). Presidents of both parties 
have signed numerous free trade agreements 
over the years. But despite the promises 
made to sell them to an increasingly skep-
tical public, they have manifestly failed to 
open foreign markets for U.S. producers, or 
even to limit predatory foreign commercial 
practices such as subsidization, dumping, 
and exchange-rate manipulation. 

In fact, the trade flows clearly show that 
the main new accomplishments of these 
trade agreements have been to help U.S.- and 
foreign-brand automakers alike supply the 
American market from low-wage export 
platforms like Mexico. 
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