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A TRIBUTE TO THE THOMAS JEF-
FERSON GIRL’S BASKETBALL 
TEAM, BROOKLYN, NY 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2006 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the Thomas Jefferson Girls’ 
basketball team, champions of the class B di-
vision of the Public School Athletic League of 
New York City. In one year, under the direc-
tion of head coach Calvin Young and assistant 
coach Unique Nelson, the ‘‘Lady Orange 
Wave’’ excelled to a regular season record of 
15 wins and only 3 losses, while going 
undefeated with five more victories in the city 
playoffs. 

I want to especially recognize the work of 
superintendent Varleton McDonald and prin-
cipal Michael A. Alexander, who have worked 
hard to infuse excellence, respect and ac-
countability not only in athletics programs, but 
in academic departments as well. In addition, 
coaches Young and Nelson have instilled a 
‘‘team first’’ approach and a tough regimen of 
discipline and ‘‘no excuses’’ that has led to the 
team’s current success. 

However, academics have not taken a back-
seat. To the contrary, in an era when sports 
achievements have sometimes replaced excel-
lence in English, math, science and other aca-
demic areas, the coaches have demanded a 
high level of academic performance from team 
members. Long after the last shot has been 
taken and the last ball dribbled, the members 
of the 2006 ‘‘Lady Orange Wave’’ will benefit 
from the leadership, love and guidance given 
to them by their coaches, teachers and admin-
istrators at Thomas Jefferson. I truly hope that 
in the days to come, the members of the 2006 
‘‘Lady Orange Wave’’ will build upon their ex-
periences in basketball and their days at 
Thomas Jefferson. 

Mr. Speaker, in this spirit, I believe that the 
accomplishments of the 2006 ‘‘Lady Orange 
Wave,’’ the work of their coaches, teachers 
and administrators, are truly worthy of our rec-
ognition here today. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO CENTRAL 
MISSOURI EAGLES YOUTH HOCK-
EY ASSOCIATION 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2006 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me take 
this opportunity to congratulate Central Mis-
souri Eagles Youth Hockey Association of Jef-
ferson City, Missouri. The Eagles have been 
named a winner of the 2006 ‘‘Honoring the 
Game Award,’’ by the Positive Coaching Alli-
ance at Stanford University. 

The ‘‘Honoring the Game Award’’ recog-
nizes youth sports programs that ‘‘strive to 

win, but also strive to help their players de-
velop skills that will serve them throughout 
their lifetimes.’’ The Positive Coaching Alli-
ance, a leading national youth sports organi-
zation, chose the Eagles as one of three na-
tional winners from among seven finalists. The 
Eagles are the only program in the Midwest— 
and the only youth hockey program in the na-
tion—to be honored. 

The Eagles were honored for their positive 
coaching methods and for the community 
service projects completed by each of their 
four teams. This year, the Eagles’ pee wee 
team (11–12 year-olds) collected 500 stuffed 
animals and 130 backpacks for the abused 
and neglected children in Jefferson City’s Mi-
chael Prenger Family Center and the Cole 
Family County Court. The mite and squirt 
teams (5–10 year-olds) collected more than 
300 canned goods for Jefferson City’s food 
bank, the Samaritan Center. The high school 
varsity team collected more than 400 stuffed 
animals for the sick and injured children at the 
University of Missouri-Columbia Children’s 
Hospital. 

Mr. Speaker, I am certain that the Members 
of the House will join me in congratulating the 
Central Missouri Eagles Youth Hockey Asso-
ciation on their accomplishments and thanking 
them for their dedication to helping others. 
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TRIBUTE TO BRENDA CLACK 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2006 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, on Saturday, 
April 8th, the Flint Club of the National Asso-
ciation of Negro Business and Professional 
Women’s Clubs, Incorporated will present 
Representative Brenda Clack with the So-
journer Truth Award at the 45th annual lunch-
eon in my hometown of Flint, Michigan. 

Founded in 1935 the National Association of 
Negro Business and Professional Women’s 
Clubs, Incorporated seeks to provide a forum 
for the development of women in the business 
community and professions. The members 
come together to provide a place for the ex-
change of ideas and to encourage new entre-
preneurs to succeed in their dreams. They 
embody the sentiments expressed by So-
journer Truth before the 1851 Women’s Rights 
Convention, ‘‘If the first woman God ever 
made was strong enough to turn the world up-
side down all alone, these women together 
ought to be able to turn it back and get it right- 
side up again.’’ 

At the annual luncheon, the Flint Club hon-
ors a member of the community that has ex-
emplified the commitment to the ideals of the 
association and the persevering spirit of So-
journer Truth. This year the Flint Club has 
chosen Michigan State Representative Brenda 
Clack to receive this prestigious award. 

Brenda moved to Michigan after attending 
Tennessee State University. She quickly made 

her mark in the Flint community through her 
involvement with the NAACP, Urban League, 
the United Teachers of Flint, the Michigan 
Education Association, and as a member of 
Vernon Chapel AME Church. A lifelong educa-
tor, she spent 32 years teaching History and 
Economics in the Flint Public School System 
before being elected to public office. 

In 1995 she was selected as Michigan’s 
Economic Teacher of the Year, the following 
year she received the Flint Optimist’s Out-
standing Achievement in Education Award and 
she was inducted into Phi Beta Kappa’s Hall 
of Fame. Elected to the Michigan House of 
Representatives in 2002, Brenda serves the 
constituents of the 34th House District. Be-
sides serving on several House Standing 
Committees, she founded the ‘‘Flint Speaks 
Out Against Violence’’ task force and was ap-
pointed by Governor Jennifer Granholm to 
serve with the National Governors Association 
Policy Academy. Brenda’s community involve-
ment is highlighted by her work mentoring stu-
dents, celebrating grandparents raising their 
grandchildren, and collecting blankets for the 
needy. Brenda is married to Floyd Clack, a 
former State Representative and former Gen-
esee County Commissioner. She is mother to 
Michael and Mia. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to rise with me and applaud the accom-
plishments of Representative Brenda Clack as 
she is honored for her kinship and inspiration 
to the Flint area. 
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HONORING THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
NATIONAL PANHELLENIC CON-
FERENCE (NPS) 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2006 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the work of an outstanding indi-
vidual, Martha Cheely Brown, as she con-
cludes her distinguished work as Chairman of 
the National Panhellenic Conference (NPC). 
The National Panhellenic Conference is the 
association of 26 women’s college fraternities. 
NPC member organizations are found on 620 
college and university campuses nationwide 
and more than 3.8 million women nationwide 
are alumnae of one of the 26 fraternities that 
comprise the NPC. Since 2003, Martha has 
led the over 3.8 million NPC members in hav-
ing their voices heard through a ‘‘Speak Up 
For Sororities’’ program she implemented. As 
Chairman, Martha consistently dedicated her-
self to furthering the NPC’s core values of 
‘‘helping women grow, give, lead and suc-
ceed.’’ 

Martha Cheely Brown was a graduate of the 
University of North Texas in Denton, Texas, 
where she served as chapter president of her 
Delta Gamma Sorority. As an alumna, she has 
served as Delta Gamma’s national convention 
Chairman, National Panhellenic Conference 
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