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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF
THE COUNCIL ON AMERICAN-IS-
LAMIC RELATIONS

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2006

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise in rec-
ognition of the Council on American-Islamic
Relations (CAIR) whose Cleveland office is
hosting its 4th Annual Banquet and Fundraiser
on Sunday, April 30, 2006. CAIR is a non-
profit, grassroots civil rights and advocacy
group and the nation’s largest Islamic civil lib-
erties organization, with regional offices na-
tionwide and in Canada. Since its establish-
ment in 1994, CAIR has worked to promote a
positive image of Islam and Muslims in Amer-
ica. Through media relations, lobbying, edu-
cation and advocacy, CAIR puts forth an Is-
lamic perspective to ensure the Muslim voice
is represented.

Through its promotion of civil rights, re-
search, education, conferences, seminars, in-
ternships, and public events such as the
Cleveland chapter’s 4th annual banquet, CAIR
seeks to empower the American Muslim com-
munity and encourage its participation in polit-
ical and social activism.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased that CAIR is
working nationwide and locally in the Greater
Cleveland community to promote civil rights,
civil liberties, and free speech and is able to
educate the public about these issues by
bringing such an outstanding program to the
people of Northeast Ohio for their 4th annual
banquet.

VICTIMS’ RIGHTS WEEK
HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2006

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize and honor the goals and ideals set
forth by the 2006 National Crime Victims’
Rights Week taking place April 23 through
April 29. The efforts to raise public awareness
for—and participation in—the rights and con-
cerns of crime victims in the United States is
the noteworthy message advocated by Vic-
tims’ Rights Week, whose theme this year is
“Victims’ Rights: Strength in Unity.”

Crime is an indiscriminant crisis that impacts
all constituencies. This week is one in which
all people are encouraged to strengthen the
voice of those victims and survivors of crime
through involvement in crime prevention, vic-
tim assistance, and community safety.

It is not only through my tenure as a former
law enforcement officer that | know firsthand
the tragedies of crime, but it is also through
the knowledge and experiences that people
have shared with me.

A member of my staff has been affected by
the consequences of crime very recently. Her

nieces were victims of a domestic dispute that
escalated into an appalling scenario. The
criminal shot both his wife and six-year-old
daughter in the head before failing in his sui-
cide attempt. He was found guilty of attempted
capital murder, injury to a child, and aggra-
vated assault.

The long-term repercussions from this horri-
fying episode will be felt by all family members
for the rest of their lives. The mother and child
will live their entire lives with the physical dis-
abilities they incurred, as well as the psycho-
logical trauma. The daughter suffers from sei-
zures, and the mother has lost vision in one
eye, which remains permanently closed.

To help families and victims through such
difficult moments, | am proud to support the
observance of Victims’ Rights Week, which
acknowledges crime victims and upholds their
rights. The encouragement of public participa-
tion promoted by the Victims’ Rights move-
ment will support crime victims and address
the impact of crime on communities with a sin-
gle voice.

| ask the House of Representatives to join
me and my fellow Victims’ Rights Caucus col-
leagues today in honoring the observance of
this noble cause—which through its advocacy
for victims’ justice, increased public aware-
ness, and community collaboration has revolu-
tionized American criminal jurisprudence.

———

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL MICHAEL J.
CONRAD, JR.

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2006

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me take
this opportunity to recognize the long and dis-
tinguished career of Colonel Michael J.
Conrad, Jr., who is retiring after serving our
Nation’s military with distinction for 27 years.

Colonel Conrad received a Bachelor of
Science degree from West Point, a Masters of
Engineering degree in construction manage-
ment from the University of Florida, and a
Masters of Strategic Studies from the U.S.
Army War College. He is a graduate of the
Engineer Officer Basic and Advanced
Courses, Airborne School, Ranger School, the
Combined Arms Services Staff School, the
Army Command and General Staff College,
the Joint and Combined Staff Officer School,
and the U.S. Army War College.

Colonel Conrad has served in many critical
positions as an Army Engineer. His Corps of
Engineer assignments included serving as a
research coordinator at the Corps’ Information
Technology Laboratory, Waterways Experi-
ment Station, Vicksburg, Mississippi, and as
Deputy Area Engineer and Deputy District En-
gineer with the New Orleans District. He then
served as a joint staff officer with the United
States Forces Japan at Yokata Air Base,
Japan. He served 2 years at the U.S. Army
Engineer School, Fort Leonard Wood, Mis-

souri, as the Director of Instruction and the Di-
rector of Training. Colonel Conrad deployed to
Iraq in 2003 for 6 months and led a multi-func-
tional Corps of Engineers team supporting the
United States Agency for International Devel-
opment. His outstanding service culminated as
the Chief of the Programs Division, Office of
the Chief, Legislative Liaison.

Mr. Speaker, | know the Members of the
House will join me in paying tribute to Colonel
Michael J. Conrad, Jr., for his service to the
United States and will wish him and his family
all the best in the days ahead.

TRIBUTE TO MR. LEWIS GOLUB

HON. JOHN E. SWEENEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2006

Mr. SWEENEY. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take a moment to honor a distinguished con-
stituent of the 20th District of New York; Mr.
Lewis Golub. Mr. Golub’s tireless contributions
to his business, employees, and community
are outstanding and have resulted in the for-
mation of a successful company that has ben-
efited many.

Over the past 50 years, Lewis Golub has
worked vigorously to develop and support the
Golub  Corporation/Price  Chopper Super-
markets, a large and extremely successful su-
permarket chain in Northern New York. Yet,
Mr. Golub does not limit his efforts to his busi-
ness. As the Regional Vice Chair of the New
York State Business Council, an active mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the Saratoga
Performing Arts Center, the Empire State Col-
lege, and the Food Marketing Institute, Mr.
Golub plays a pivotal role in many other facets
of the community, extending himself to the
services of his fellow neighbors. In addition,
Mr. Golub has received the Humanitarian of
the Year Award from the New York Chiefs of
Police, the Arthritis Foundation’s Accolade for
Community Service, and the Community Serv-
ice Award from the Interfaith Community of
Schenectady, New York. These many awards
reflect Mr. Golub’s strong commitment to his
community. He has distinguished himself
through his financial support for his commu-
nity; there are few who possess the same
passion.

Mr. Golub has received numerous awards
including, the United Way’s CEO of the Year
Award and the John J. O’Connor Excellence
in Leadership Award, as well as the American
Marketing Association’s Marketer of the Year
Award, the New York Capital District Business
Review’s Executive of the Year Award, and
the Capital Region Business Hall of Fame
Award, among others. The Golub Corporation/
Price Chopper Supermarkets remain a sturdy
pillar of business in the Upstate Region of
New York.

Mr. Golub’s charitable spirit is evident in
every aspect of his life. It is through his tena-
cious character and generous qualities that
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the community enjoys the services of Mr.
Golub. Mr. Speaker, please join me as | rec-
ognize the significant life accomplishments of
Mr. Lewis Golub and wish him all the best in
his bright future. We can all take a chapter
from his life and benefit from his example. My
Congressional District is better served through
the commitment to excellence Mr. Golub dem-
onstrates and our communities are fortunate
to call him a neighbor and friend.

———

THE VOLUME THAT’'S MAKING A
LOUD NOISE: PEOPLE FLOCK TO
HEAR ABOUT ‘COVENANT’

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2006

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend Tavis Smiley for his publication of a
remarkable analysis of the status of Black
America, “The Covenant With Black America”.
Smiley, an instrumental American author, polit-
ical commentator, and radio talk show host
has contributed a great deal to the discussion
on the goals of African Americans from fair
minimum wage increases to equal and acces-
sible healthcare. Smiley is determined to bring
the plight of Blacks to the forefront of the na-
tional agenda by convincing African American
leaders to embrace it. He introduced the cov-
enant at a leadership conference in Atlanta
and it appears to be succeeding in taking the
covenant to other cities.

His Covenant with Black America is now
number one on the Washington Post best sell-
er list and number two on the New York Times
best seller list, an indication of a significant
audience for its proposals which is being aug-
mented by the taking of the proposals to audi-
ences in the Black community such as the
Shiloh Baptist Church in downtown Wash-
ington.

The covenant includes pieces from an array
of notable contemporary African Americans in-
cluding former U.S. Surgeon General David
Satcher; Marian Wright Edelman, Angela
Glover Blackwell, and Cornel West. The book
has African Americans all across the country
gathering and discussing Black America as
was done with Smiley’s presentation at Shiloh
Baptist Church in downtown Washington on
Thursday, April 7, 2006. Smiley has made
many think about their status as he has asked
the very pertinent question, “Can we go from
moment to momentum to movement?”

Also notable about “The Covenant” is that it
is No. 1 on the Washington Post’s paperback
nonfiction bestseller list. This alone indicates
that there are many who are interested in en-
gaging in the discussion of the future of Black
America. More than 200,000 copies have
been sold since it was published less than two
months ago.

| enter into the RECORD an article from the
Washington Post entitled “The Volume That’s
Making a Loud Noise” for the acknowledg-
ment and support of a book with such a pro-
found and straightforward method for tackling
the vital issues within the Black community.
Now is the time for revitalization in those com-
munities across this nation and the Black com-
munity must rise to the occasion.
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[From The Washington Post, Apr. 7, 2006]
THE VOLUME THAT’S MAKING A LOUD NOISE: PEOPLE
FLOCK TO HEAR ABOUT ‘COVENANT’

(By Linton Weeks)

When a book becomes a collection of peo-
ple, not just pages, we sit up and pay atten-
tion.

“The Covenant With Black America,” a
volume of essays ©pulled together by
omnimedia personality Tavis Smiley, may
be doing just that. At No. 1 on The Wash-
ington Post’s paperback nonfiction best-
seller list, ‘‘Covenant’ is the book of the mo-
ment. It’s been on the list for four weeks.
And it is No. 2 on the upcoming New York
Times paperback nonfiction list.

All across the country, many black Ameri-
cans are gathering, mostly in churches, to
hear Smiley spread his gospel of response
and responsibility and to buy a bunch of
books. The publisher, Third World Press, re-
ports that more than 200,000 copies have

sold—at $12 apiece—since ‘‘Covenant’ was
published less than two months ago.
In downtown Washington last night,

Smiley’s rousing presentation from the lec-
tern of Shiloh Baptist Church is greeted with
scores of amens and several standing ova-
tions. Brandishing a copy, he says, ‘‘Make
black America better, you make all America
better.”

Funny and self-effacing, Smiley asks the
thousand or so people in the pews, ‘“Can we
go from moment to momentum to move-
ment?”’

The volume could also be titled ‘“The Pur-
pose Driven Community.”

‘““Covenant’ is a collection of pieces by no-
table contemporary African Americans, in-
cluding former U.S. surgeon general David
Satcher; Marian Wright Edelman, founder of
the Children’s Defense Fund; Angela Glover
Blackwell, founder of the think tank
PolicyLink; and Cornel West, who teaches
religion at Princeton University.

The 250-plus-page book is divided into 10
core chapters, each plumbing a single sub-
ject, such as the right to health care, the un-
equal justice system or the racial digital di-
vide. Arguments are buttressed with statis-
tics and calls to personal and political ac-
tion. For example, in the chapter on access-
ing economic prosperity, the book encour-
ages elected officials to ‘‘increase the min-
imum wage to a living wage’ and urges indi-
viduals to ‘‘open and maintain a savings ac-
count, no matter what your family’s income
is.”

Smiley, who has written a handful of books
and is a regular on public television, is proud
that ‘“‘Covenant’ has sold mostly through
the traditional African American grapevines
of church meetings, talk radio and word of
mouth. And that he has bypassed the Great
American Buzzmaking Machine.

“We haven’t been on ‘Oprah’!’”’ he shouts to
the crowd. ‘“We haven’t been on the ‘Today’
show! And we haven’t been on NPR! That’s
all black folks,” he says about the book’s
phenomenal rise on the bestseller lists.
‘“Black folks did this.”

He uses the success of his book to illus-
trate the economic and political might of
the African American community. He also
points out that he chose Third World Press
in Chicago, an influential African American
publishing house founded in 1967, to publish
his book.

“It’s selling so fast we can’t keep up with
demand,” says Bennett J. Johnson, vice
president of Third World.

Johnson says one of his friends describes
the book as ‘‘an oasis in the desert’ because
it is the rare volume that ‘‘allows black
Americans to view their own interests in an
organized fashion, and it provides white
America with an articulated version of what
black America wants.”
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This will be ‘‘a wedge book,’”” Johnson pre-
dicts, that will make book buyers and the
publishing industry look at black publishers
and writers in a different light.

‘“‘Covenant,” ”” he adds, ‘‘is not a bible. It’s
not 100 percent right on each issue. But it
starts a dialogue.”’

The book does touch a certain chord with
some people. Pamela Johnson, 38, of Upper
Marlboro, for instance, who is sitting near
an aisle in the church. She heard Smiley
talking about his ideas on the Tom Joyner
morning radio show. African Americans have
to ‘‘understand what we have to do to im-
prove our situations,”” Johnson says. An in-
dustrial engineer and a mathematics pro-
fessor at Strayer University, she is espe-
cially interested in the book’s emphasis on
establishing an equitable system of public
education.

Edelman, who is onstage with Smiley,
wrote the book’s statement of purpose. ‘‘Cov-
enant,” she writes, ‘‘calls on parents, edu-
cators, preachers, social service providers,
community leaders, and policy-makers to
act now and create a brighter future for our
children.”

The book grew out of several annual State
of the Black Union symposiums that Smiley
conducted. Contributor Blackwell explains
from her home in California that Smiley
wanted to take the conversations from those
confabs ‘“‘and harness the intellectual power
and the energy.”

———
IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF
WOMEN’S RIGHTS ACTIVIST

BETTY FRIEDAN
HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2006

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and remembrance of Betty Friedan, de-
voted social activist and writer, whose best-
seller served to greatly benefit the women’s
movement. Ms. Friedan was a beloved sister,
mother, grandmother, friend and mentor to
many, whose activism, talent, and dedication
changed the lives of women and sparked one
of America’s greatest social movements.

After graduating summa cum laude from
Smith College in 1942, Ms. Friedan studied
psychology for a year at the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley. Frustrated with inequality in
the workplace and women’s accepted role as
wife and mother, Ms. Friedan directed her
passion and energy into her 1963 bestseller
“The Feminine Mystique.” Her commanding
voice and passionate words opened the minds
of women and led to substantial positive
changes to define their status.

In 1966, Ms. Friedan co-founded the U.S.
National Organization for Women, and be-
came its first president. Her strong influence,
beliefs, and wisdom laid the foundation for the
organization that has grown exponentially to
the size it is today. In addition to her vital work
with NOW, she was essential in advancing
women'’s rights to privacy, choice, and political
participation. In 1979 she led an effort which
resulted in women gaining half the delegate
strength at the Democratic Party’s nominating
convention.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues please join me
in honor and remembrance of Betty Friedan,
whose enthusiasm, devotion, and ability to af-
fect the world with her writing, has served to
improve the status and lives of women every-
where. | extend my deepest condolences to
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