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The Indian government has murdered over 

250,000 Sikhs since 1984, more than 300,000 
Christians since 1948 as well as tens of thou-
sands of Christians throughout the country, 
over 90,000 Muslims in Kashmir since 1988, 
2,000 to 5,000 Muslims in Gujarat, tens of 
thousands of Muslims elsewhere in India, and 
tens of thousands of Assamese, Bodos, 
Dalits, Manipuris, Tamils, and others. An In-
dian newspaper reported that the police in 
Gujarat were ordered to stand aside in that 
massacre and not to get involved, a fright-
ening parallel to the Delhi massacre of Sikhs 
in 1984. The Indian Supreme Court called the 
Indian government’s murders of Sikhs 
‘‘worse than a genocide.’’ 

Indian police arrested human-rights activ-
ist Jaswant Singh Khalra after he exposed 
their policy of mass cremation of Sikhs, in 
which over 50,000 Sikhs have been arrested, 
tortured, and murdered, then their bodies 
were declared unidentified and secretly cre-
mated. He was murdered in police custody. 
His body was not given to his family. The po-
lice never released the body of former 
Jathedar of the Akal Takht S. Gurdev Singh 
Kaunke after SSP Swaran Singh Ghotna 
murdered him. No one has been brought to 
justice for the Khalra kidnapping and mur-
der or for the murder of Jathedar Kaunke. 
Yet according to a report by the Movement 
Against State Repression (MASR), 52,268 
Sikhs are being held as political prisoners in 
India without charge or trial, some since 
1984! 

Recently, a new wave of violence has 
erupted against Christian churches. States 
are enacting laws prohibiting Hindus from 
converting to any other religion. Missionary 
Graham Staines was murdered along with 
his two sons, ages 8 and 10, by a mob of mili-
tant, fundamentalist Hindu nationalists who 
set fire to the jeep, surrounded it, and 
chanted ‘‘Victory to Hannuman,’’ a Hindu 
god. None of the people involved has been 
tried. The persons who have murdered 
priests, raped nuns, and burned Christian 
churches have not been charged or tried. The 
murderers of 2,000 to 5,000 Muslims in Guja-
rat have never been brought to trial. 

‘‘Only in a free Khalistan will the Sikh Na-
tion prosper and get justice,’’ said Dr. 
Aulakh. ‘‘India’s illegal occupation of our 
homeland, Khalistan, must end,’’ he said: 
‘‘India should act like a democracy and allow 
a free and fair plebiscite on independence for 
all the nations of South Asia,’’ Dr. Aulakh 
said. ‘‘We must free Khalistan now.’’ 

SIKHS CELEBRATING 307TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
REVELATION OF KHALSA NATION BY GURU 
GOBIND SINGH SAHIB 

WASHINGTON, D.C., April 26, 2006.—Sikhs all 
over the world have been celebrating 
Vaisakhi Day, the anniversary of the revela-
tion of the Khalsa Panth by Guru Gobind 
Singh in 1699. There have been parades in 
Washington, D.C., Vancouver, Stockton, Se-
attle, London, and may other cities. There 
will be an annual Sikh Day parade in New 
York on April 29. Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh, 
President of the Council of Khalistan, will be 
speaking at the New York parade. In pre-
vious years, Dr. Aulakh’s speeches have been 
punctuated by chants of ‘‘Khalistan 
Zindabad.’’ 

Vaisakhi Day is one of the most joyous 
days in the Sikh calendar. celebrating the 
emergence of the Khalsa Panth as a distinct 
people. Sikhs have been celebrating with de-
votion and reverence. Guru Gobind Singh 
proclaimed the sovereignty of the Sikh Na-
tion: ‘‘In grieb Sikhin ko deon patshahi.’’ 
Every morning and evening Sikhs recite 
‘‘Raj Kare Ga Khalsa,’’ meaning ‘‘the Khalsa 
shall rule,’’ and ‘‘Khalsa Bagi Yan Badshah,’’ 
meaning ‘‘either the Khalsa is in rebellion or 

the ruler.’’ Sovereignty is the birthright of 
all people, and it is the heritage of the Sikh 
nation. As former Akal Takht Jathedar Pro-
fessor Darshan Singh has said, ‘‘If a Sikh is 
not a Khalistani, he is not a Sikh.’’ 

‘‘We must remind ourselves of our heritage 
by raising slogans of ‘Khalistan Zindabad’ 
and beginning a Shantmai Morcha to lib-
erate our homeland, Khalistan,’’ said Dr. 
Aulakh. ‘‘Whoever is honest and dedicated in 
leading that Shantmal Morcha deserves our 
support.’’ 

India is stepping up its efforts to repress 
the Sikh Nation’s demand for freedom. Re-
cently, Sardar Daljit Singh Bittu, leader of 
the Shiromani Khalsa Dal, was arrested for 
making a speech. Sikh activist Dr. Jagjit 
Singh Chohan was arrested after he said on 
India’s Zee TV that Khalistan will be free by 
2007. Leaders of Dal Khalsa have been ar-
rested for leading marches, making speeches, 
and raising the Khalistani flag. In January, 
Sikh farmers were expelled from Ultaranchal 
Pradesh and their land was seized. They were 
beaten up by the police. Their homes were 
bulldozed by paratroopers. Their homes in 
many cases were built using their life sav-
ings and by their own hands. 

‘‘It is evident that the Indian government 
is scared of the increasing amount of peace-
ful activism in Punjab in support of 
Khalistan,’’ said Dr. Aulakh. ‘‘The Ume of 
Khalistan’s liberation is near. India will fall 
apart soon,’’ he said. ‘‘This office has worked 
unwaveringly for a sovereign Khalistan for 
over 20 years,’’ he noted. 

History shows that multinational states 
such as India are doomed to failure. Coun-
tries like Austria-Hungary, India’s longtime 
friend the Soviet Union, Yugoslavia, Czecho-
slovakia, and others prove this point. India 
is not one country; it is a polyglot like those 
countries, thrown together for the conven-
ience of the British colonialists. It is doomed 
to break up as they did. ‘‘We only hope that 
the breakup will be peaceful like that of 
Czechoslovakia and not violent like that of 
Yugoslavia,’’ said Dr. Aulakh. 

The Indian government has murdered over 
250,000 Sikhs since 1984, more than 300,000 
Christians in Nagaland, over 90,000 Muslims 
in Kashmir, tens of thousands of Christians 
and Muslims throughout the country, and 
tens of thousands of Tamils, Assamese, 
Manipuris, and others. The Indian Supreme 
Court called the Indian government’s mur-
ders of Sikhs ‘‘worse than a genocide.’’ 

Indian police arrested human-rights activ-
ist Jaswant Singh Khalra after he exposed 
their policy of mass cremation of Sikhs, in 
which over 50,000 Sikhs have been arrested, 
tortured, and murdered, then their bodies 
were declared unidentified and secretly cre-
mated. He was murdered in police custody. 
His body was not given to his family. The po-
lice never released the body of former 
Jathedar of the Akal Takht S. Gurdev Singh 
Kaunke after SSP Swaran Singh Ghotna 
murdered him. No one has been brought to 
justice for the Khalra kidnapping and mur-
der. Yet according to a report by the Move-
ment Against State Repression (MASR), 
52,268 Sikhs are being held as political pris-
oners in India without charge or trial, some 
since 1984! 

‘‘Only in a free Khalistan will the Sikh Na-
tion prosper and get justice,’’ said Dr. 
Aulakh. ‘‘India’s illegal occupation of our 
homeland. Khalistan, must end,’’ he said. 
‘‘India should act like a democracy and allow 
a free and fair plebiscite on independence for 
all the nations of South Asia,’’ Dr. Aulakh 
said. ‘‘We must free Khalistan now.’’ 

A TRIBUTE TO MAYOR ROBERTA 
COOPER 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 26, 2006 

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to Mayor Roberta Cooper for her 26 
years of dedicated service to the City of Hay-
ward, California. On June 15, 2006, the City of 
Hayward will host a farewell dinner to honor 
her as she retires from office at the end of her 
term on June 6, 2006. 

The Mayor has been instrumental in the ini-
tiation and development of many projects in 
Hayward including a new City Hall, B Street 
Marketplace and Parking Structure, 
Albertson’s Shopping Center, Atherton Place 
Condominiums, City Walk Condominiums, Fire 
Station 1 at C and Main, and the Theater 
Complex at Foothill & B coming in 2007. All of 
the mentioned projects were related to Hay-
ward’s downtown redevelopment. 

Other areas of Hayward have also benefited 
from her exemplary leadership including the 
development of Fire Station 9, Oliver Sports 
Park of Hayward, Eden Shores Development, 
Harder Road Railroad Under-crossing, the 
Twin Bridges neighborhood and the accom-
panying Mission Foothills of Hayward Golf 
Course and the Route 238 Corridor Improve-
ment Project. 

Mayor Cooper is a longtime resident of Hay-
ward. Prior to assuming the helm of the city’s 
leadership as Mayor, she was an educator. 
She taught in the Hayward Unified School Dis-
trict from 1968 until her retirement in 1994. 

She was elected to the Hayward City Coun-
cil in 1988 and re-elected to the Council in 
1992. She was elected Mayor in April 1994, 
re-elected in 1998 and reelected again in 
March 2002. 

Mayor Cooper serves on many public agen-
cies focused on economic development, cap-
ital improvement, transportation, the environ-
ment and city governance. She involves her-
self in community service with equal interest 
and dedication. A host of non-profit organiza-
tions have benefited from her leadership, such 
as The Kids Breakfast Club, Literacy Plus 
Project, Hayward’s Human Services Commis-
sion and the Eden Youth Center. 

She lists among her personal pet projects 
the Hayward New Start, a Tattoo Removal 
Program, the Hayward Honor Band, and 
cHime-In. 

I join Mayor Cooper’s constituents, friends 
and admirers in congratulating her on a job 
well done. She plans to use her time to gar-
den, read, learn to use her home computer 
and travel. I hope she accomplishes all this 
and much more as she embarks on a well-de-
served retirement. 

Thank you to my friend, Bertie Cooper, for 
all you have done to make a difference in our 
community. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT 
MARK A. PLEASANTS 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 26, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Sergeant Mark A. Pleasants, currently 
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