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sprayed residual insecticides inside houses to
repel mosquitoes from places where people
sleep. Successful trials of a pediatric vaccine
are being carried out, with the hope of a wide-
ly accessible vaccine available in 2010. With-
out the dedication of both governments and
independent organizations, these amazing ad-
vances would not have been possible.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in calling atten-
tion to the plight of millions of families across
the African continent, on this 2006 Africa Ma-
laria Day, who needlessly get sick and be-
come incapacitated missing school and work
and in the worst cases die. The U.S. has right-
ly taken on a global leadership role in pro-
viding the financial resources and the scientific
research to minimize malaria’s heavy burden.
We must continue to support those working to
fight this disease and those millions whose
lives can be immeasurably improved by end-
ing malaria’s costly human toll.

———

TRIBUTE TO ELIZABETH O’NEILL
VERNER AWARD RECIPIENTS

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2006

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate one of my constituents and a
South Carolina government agency for win-
ning the prestigious 2006 Elizabeth O’Neill
Verner Governor's Award for their contribu-
tions to the arts.

Mr. David Sennema of Columbia, South
Carolina has been selected to receive a Life-
time Achievement Award. It is hard to have
lived in South Carolina in recent years and not
have been touched by Mr. Sennema’s talent
and leadership. In his capacity as the first
general manager of the Columbia Music Fes-
tival Association, he developed and directed
the South Carolina Philharmonic. As the Exec-
utive Director of the South Carolina Museum
Commission, he was instrumental in planning
and developing the South Carolina State Mu-
seum. Mr. Sennema also served as the first
Executive Director of the South Carolina Arts
Commission. His career has taken him around
the country to universities and to arts organi-
zations, including the National Endowment for
the Arts. In his retirement, Mr. Sennema con-
tinues to impact the arts in South Carolina by
serving on boards and commissions and writ-
ing and performing.

The South Carolina Department of Mental
Health has been chosen for the Elizabeth
O’Neill Verner Governor's Award in the Gov-
ernment category for its Art of Recovery pro-
gram. This innovative program enables South
Carolinians living with mental iliness to exhibit
and sell their artwork. More than 350 artists,
who receive care from the South Carolina De-
partment of Mental Health, have benefited
from Art of Recovery during the five years
since its inception. This program has helped
erase the stigma of having a mental illness,
and provided participants with a sense of pride
and accomplishment.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in thanking Mr. Sennema and the
South Carolina Department of Mental Health
for their commitment to the arts. As an indi-
vidual or an agency, we learn through these
Elizabeth O’Neill Verner Governor Award re-
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cipients that art has the power to inspire, to
teach and to heal.

———————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 513, 527 REFORM ACT OF
2005

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2006

Ms. MCcCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today in opposition to the so-called
527 Reform Act of 2005 (H.R. 513). This legis-
lation singles out 527 organizations in an effort
to undermine their fundraising and is a direct
assault on free speech.

This legislation would change the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971 (FECA) to add
527 organizations in the definition of political
committee. If enacted, this bill would suppress
free speech and obstruct the efforts of grass-
roots organizations to encourage voter partici-
pation while doing nothing to address the cul-
ture of corruption in Congress.

| support the Bipartisan Campaign Reform
Act (BCRA) of 2002, which established bal-
anced and effective strategies to achieve fairer
elections. H.R. 513 is an unbalanced measure
that favors corporate trade associations over
independent advocates. For example, the bill
would provide an unfair advantage to cor-
porate interests by allowing them to continue
spending unlimited and undisclosed dollars for
political purposes while subjecting inde-
pendent organizations, like citizens joining to-
gether to promote voter registration, to con-
tribution limits and source restrictions.

H.R. 513 also removes all limits on national
and state party spending for Congressional
candidates in primary or general elections.
This section of the bill is an unmasked attack
on BCRA and clear evidence of the majority
party’s true intentions in advancing H.R. 513.
The goal is not reform, but partisan advantage
in political fundraising.

If we are serious about reform, there are
several Democratic proposals that have been
put forward to address the real problems fac-
ing this Congress. We should be reforming the
Rules of the House in order to provide Mem-
bers adequate time to review legislation before
a vote. We should also be addressing the
practice of travel on corporate jets and disclo-
sure of fundraising by lobbyists. Unfortunately,
the Republicans will not allow a real, com-
prehensive debate on this critical issue.

H.R. 513 is the majority party’s cynical and
underwhelming response and is clearly meant
to distract attention from the real problems of
corruption. | urge my colleagues to reject this
bill and vote for a real package of reforms—
changes that Congress needs and that Ameri-
cans expect.
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AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN
ENTERPRISE FOR THE AMER-

ICAS MULTILATERAL INVEST-
MENT FUND
SPEECH OF
HON. JIM KOLBE
OF ARIZONA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 25, 2006

Mr. KOLBE. Madam Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H.R. 4916 authorizing a replenishment
of the Enterprise Fund for the Americas.

The Multilateral Investment Fund (MIF) was
created in 1993 as part of the ‘Enterprise for
the Americas’ initiative to provide technical as-
sistance in Latin American and Caribbean
countries to stimulate innovation and eco-
nomic growth. The objective of the fund is to
use grants and investments to develop micro
enterprises, build worker skills, strengthen en-
vironmental management and improve the
functions of financial markets. I'm pleased to
be able to say that the Multilateral Investment
Fund has been a model of reform and trans-
parency for other multilateral banks of reform
and transparency. The Fund has aggressively
embraced transparency in it's work. It is on
the front line of change in a development sec-
tor where indictments of ineffectiveness are
most often heard.

Experience demonstrates that private sector
development agencies can be a powerful and
transformative development tool. In Poland
and across central Europe these types of
funds have helped build small and medium
size businesses, created jobs, changed the
economic environment and helped establish a
middle class. Given the rapidly deteriorating
political condition in Latin America, we need
every arrow in our quiver if we are to dem-
onstrate to countries in our hemisphere the in-
herent value of open market—both political
and economic.

In the preceding 4 years, Congress provided
almost $72 million for the MIF. Although the
U.S. has pledged $150 million over the next
six years for MIF I, meeting that commitment
will depend on budget constraints and shifting
spending priorities. There are many competing
needs in the fiscal year 2007 budget and it will
be no different In following budget years. It is,
however, worth noting that our pledge has le-
veraged thus far an additional $352 million
from 36 other countries.

We need to be innovative in our develop-
ment work if we are to increase trade and
build small and medium size businesses. The
Enterprise for the Americas Multilateral Invest-
ment Fund helps to achieve these goals. |
support this legislation.

———

“WOMEN TIME NOW” IN THE U.S.,
CARIBBEAN, LATIN AMERICA,
AFRICA AND ELSEWHERE AS FE-
MALES TAKE OVER

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2006

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
enter into the RECORD an interesting and spell-
binding editorial entitled “Women Time Now”
that clearly recognizes the growing number of
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outstanding women who are emerging as
leaders throughout the world. | sincerely com-
mend the newly elected leaders and admire
the female leaders from the past who paved
the way for this newer group of women elect-
ed officials. It is evident that they are poised
to demonstrate their ability to lead their coun-
tries into the future.

Portia  Simpson-Miller, Jamaica’s first
woman Prime Minister and Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf, Liberia’s new President and the first
elected female leader in Africa’s history are
surfacing to prominence with much support
from their countrymen. The term referenced in
the article to give a sense of the political cli-
mate in their countries is “national euphoria”.
This term clearly signifies the exuberance that
is felt as these ladies take on the task of run-
ning their countries.

While | am overjoyed for the newly elected
female officials, a disturbing part of the edi-
torial addresses the declining number of males
in the U.S. and in the Caribbean who are fail-
ing to take advantage of the educational op-
portunities that could lead to a more active
role from men in politics of the future. The
Vice Chancellor of the University of the West
Indies ventured to say that in another decade
women will be leading the Caribbean in most
spheres of influence. Hopefully, opportunities
will continue to exist for all and more young
men and women will embrace and seize the
opportunity to contribute to the political proc-
esses in their countries.

Mr. Speaker, | have deep respect for the
fortitude and commitment of the many women
leaders who are rising to the forefront as they
embark on the mission to bring about positive
changes in their countries. | enter this editorial
into the RECORD to reiterate the point that
women are emerging as leaders throughout
the world and this emergence signifies that it
is truly “Women’s Time Now.”

[From the NY Caribnews, April 4, 2006]
“WOMEN TIME Now”’

“It’s woman time now, give her a chance.”

Across Jamaica, indeed throughout the
Caribbean and in the West Indian Diaspora
in North America and Europe, both men and
women are chanting that sentiment.

Although the words are meant for Portia
Simpson-Miller, who in a few days time will
make history in her country by becoming
Jamaica’s first woman Prime Minister, they
are also being directed at Liberia’s new
President, Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, the first
elected female leader in Africa’s history, and
the newly installed President of Chile, Latin
America’s first woman head of state and gov-
ernment.

Like others in different parts of world,
Simpson Miller and Johnson Sirleaf, for in-
stance, have come to office with national eu-
phoria serving as the wind beneath their
wings. It’s up to them to lead their respec-
tive countries into a new and prosperous di-
rection.

Simpson-Miller, perhaps the most popular
politician in Jamaica is not the first woman
to head a Caribbean government. Eugenia
Charles, the Prime Minister of Dominica in
the 1980s and Janet Jagan, Guyana’s Presi-
dent in the 1990s, are but two who come
quickly to mind. In addition, Haiti, the
Netherlands Antilles and St. Marteen have
all had women at the helm.

Across the Caribbean, indeed, around the
world women are taking charge, enacting
new laws, changing old bad habits, reshaping
broken countries and companies and bring-
ing a new sense of order and inspiration that
augurs well for the future.
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In the U.S., which by the way lags Rwanda
in giving women a larger share of political
and parliamentary power outstanding
women now hold key positions in govern-
ment, the judiciary, on college campuses,
civil society, the trade unions, corporate
America and elsewhere. But as outstanding
as it sounds, the pace may have been a bit
too slow and needs to be quickened.

Such outstanding women as Dame Billie
Miller, Barbados’ Senior Minister who has
been her country’s Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs and Foreign Trade for a dozen years,
Claris Charles, Grenada’s Minister of Edu-
cation, Dame Pearlette Louisy, St. Lucia’s
Governor General, and Pat Bishop of Trini-
dad and Tobago who is one of the Caribbean’s
most accomplished composers, arrangers and
ethno musicologists are but a few of those
who come to mind for having changed the
course of government, the trade union move-
ment or cultural expression in our part of
the world.

Just the other day, Dr. Nigel Harris, Vice
Chancellor of the University of the West In-
dies, served notice that in another decade
women would be leading the Caribbean in
most spheres of influence. He based that on
the fact that females account for more than
70 per cent of the students on UWI campuses
in Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago and Bar-
bados. While that’s a source of joy, it’s also
a reason to express regret as far as young
men are concerned. The male of the species
in both the U.S. and the Caribbean are fail-
ing to take advantage of educational oppor-
tunities, thus leaving us all to ask what does
that tell us about the future?

Women, especially Black women around
the world are seizing every chance they get
to make a difference for themselves and soci-
ety. The barriers they have broken down are
mind-boggling and are a lesson to all about
rising to the occasion.

That’s not to suggest that the path has
been easy or that the future is entirely rosy.
They must expect challenges at every step
but there is little doubt that they would be
able to complete the task successful.

GENERAL DEBATE OF H.R. 609

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2006

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, with great disappointment, | rise to voice
my opposition to H.R. 609, a bill to reauthorize
the Higher Education Act.

College affordability is the major issue for
this generation of students and their families.
A higher education is increasingly out of reach
for too many in America and for those who do
attend, the average student debt amount con-
tinues to grow. Many of us know how difficult
it can be to finance a college education and
we also know that this education is a key to
a successful economic future.

The Higher Education Act is one of the most
important laws governing our Nation’s edu-
cation system because its intent is to create
and improve access to college for millions of
students each year. Discussion of this law
should be focused on changes that will make
college more affordable for all families and
that will increase our global competitiveness.
Instead the Republican leadership has put for-
ward legislation that does nothing to increase
the affordability of college and at the same
time allows for-profit education companies ac-
cess to limited education dollars.
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Mr. Speaker, this legislation is moving
America in the wrong direction. While other
nations around the world are investing in high-
er education, this Congress has passed a $12
billion cut to student aid—the largest cut to
students ever. That devastating cut, combined
with the effort in this bill to eliminate fraud and
abuse protections currently governing financial
aid dollars, clearly show that the Majority has
prioritized for-profit education companies over
our students and our future.

In addition, Republicans have included lan-
guage to broaden federal influence over col-
leges and universities. This bill gives Con-
gress a role in overseeing daily campus activi-
ties, including monitoring classroom discus-
sions, reviewing student grades, and setting
curriculum. This sets a dangerous precedent
for what has historically been an issue of aca-
demic freedom for our higher education sys-
tem.

It is the American dream to have the oppor-
tunity to learn, to work in the career of your
choice, and to succeed. If should not be the
policy of the United States Government to limit
the dreams of students. Mr. Speaker, | urge
colleagues to reject H.R. 609 and to work for
legislation that improves access to college and
increase our ability to compete in the new
global market. This is a priority for families
and our communities and should be a priority
for our leaders in Washington.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE DEDI-
CATED DENTAL SERVICE FOR
HIV/AIDS ACT OF 2006

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2006

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
today to introduce the Dedicated Dental Serv-
ice for HIV/AIDS (DDS for HIV/AIDS) Act of
2006 to establish a loan repayment program
for dental school graduates in exchange for
their agreement to remedy a critical shortage
of dentists for the poor, particularly in areas
with a high incidence of HIV and AIDS, by
agreeing to serve such patients. This bill is
similar to legislation Congress has enacted in
the past to encourage other health profes-
sionals, such as physicians, nurses, optom-
etrists and pharmacists to provide vital serv-
ices in underserved areas.

Howard University professors of dentistry in-
form us that the first indicators of HIV/AIDS in-
fection are often oral health problems. Oral
health problems often not only constitute an
important early signal of HIV/AIDS symptoms;
they also serve as benchmarks for disease
progression. One of the most serious prob-
lems with the spread of HIV/AIDS is the reluc-
tance of people to be tested for such a dis-
ease, especially in the African American com-
munity and other big city and rural areas. Ac-
cess to dental care, | therefore, is critically im-
portant from the earliest onset, especially in
high impact areas. Access, of course, mini-
mizes long term oral health complications for
patients, but it also provides important link-
ages to good overall medical care to combat
the disease in the community.

A recent RAND health study on HIV costs
and services found that the vast majority of
patients received care at their local AIDS clin-
ic, not a primary dentist. Moreover, these
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