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the related goals of improved global public 
health and increased global trade. 

The Global TRUTH Act also requires the 
Department of Health and Human Services to 
prepare an animal ‘‘Global Public Health As-
sessment’’, modeled on the State Depart-
ment’s country-by-country human rights re-
ports. The purpose of the assessment is to re-
port to Congress on the status of compliance 
with and observance of the International 
Health Regulations in each country that is a 
member of the World Health Organization. 

The Global TRUTH Act is an important tool 
in the improvement of global public health 
standards and the ever- growing international 
marketplace. Louis Pasteur famously said, 
‘‘Chance favors the prepared mind.’’ Early de-
tection is critical to the success of our Nation’s 
avian flu preparedness plans. By working si-
multaneously to decrease global public health 
risks and remove a potential roadblock from 
international trade, the Act will ensure that 
international trade decisions are not made at 
the expense of public health, thus allowing for 
safer trade and a safer, healthier global com-
munity. 
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INTRODUCTION OF INDEPENDENT 
COMMISSION TO INVESTIGATE 
NSA EAVESDROPPING 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 27, 2006 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, it has been 4 
months since this Congress became aware of 
the NSA’s secret surveillance activities, yet no 
Committee has held thorough and inde-
pendent investigations into the program. 

Before we legislate on this issue and give 
the Executive unprecedented and sweeping 
new authorities to conduct surveillance on 
Americans not suspected of terrorist activity, 
we must understand the true nature of the 
program, how effective it is, and whether it is 
even constitutional. 

To that end, I am introducing the attached 
bill that will create an independent commis-
sion, evenly divided between Democrats and 
Republicans in the House and the Senate, to 
answer such questions. 

I hope that my colleagues will put politics 
aside and do what we did in the 1970s when 
we found out that the Nixon administration 
was wiretapping Americans without warrants: 
conduct a thorough and independent inves-
tigation of all the relevant facts. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 27, 2006 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, ear-
lier this month because of official business in 
Colorado I was not able to be present for 
three votes. 

Had I been present, I would have voted as 
follows: 

Rollcall No. 82, H.J. Res. 81—Providing for 
the appointment of Phillip Frost as a citizen re-
gent of the Board of Regents of the Smithso-
nian Institution—I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Rollcall No. 83, H. Res. 703—Recognizing 
the 20th anniversary of the Chernobyl nuclear 
disaster and supporting continued efforts to 
control radiation and mitigate the adverse 
health consequences related to the Chernobyl 
nuclear power plant—I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

Rollcall No. 84, H. Res. 744—Expressing 
support for the Good Friday Agreement of 
1998 as the blueprint for lasting peace in 
Northern Ireland and support for continued po-
lice reform in Northern Ireland as a critical ele-
ment in the peace process—I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 
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INTRODUCTION OF MATTHEW 
LYON POST OFFICE NAMING BILL 

HON. BERNARD SANDERS 
OF VERMONT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 27, 2006 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, I am intro-
ducing a bill that would name the United 
States Post Office in Fair Haven, Vermont, in 
honor of Matthew Lyon, one of our nation’s 
early defenders of the First Amendment, a 
former member of the Vermont House of Rep-
resentatives, and Vermont’s fourth Represent-
ative to the United States Congress. Matthew 
Lyon is also recognized as the founder of Fair 
Haven, Vermont. 

Matthew Lyon plays an important role in the 
history of our country. He was the first person 
to be tried and convicted under the repressive 
1798 Sedition Act. The Sedition Act was 
sweeping legislation passed during a period 
when America was engaged in hostilities with 
France. The purpose of the legislation was to 
punish Americans who opposed President 
John Adams’ foreign policy toward France. 
This legislation was unquestionably a direct at-
tack on rights explicitly protected by the First 
Amendment of the U.S Constitution. 

Matthew Lyon’s only crime was writing a let-
ter to the editor critical of President Adams’ 
foreign policy towards France and submitting 
another person’s similar writings to a local 
newspaper that published them. Solely for ex-
pressing his views and exercising his First 
Amendment rights, Matthew Lyon was sen-
tenced to four months in jail, required to pay 
the cost of his prosecution, and fined $1,000. 
He was, however, subsequently pardoned by 
President Thomas Jefferson. 

At a time when we find ourselves struggling 
to balance the security of our nation with the 
liberties we cherish, I can think of no better 
time to honor one of our nation’s champions of 
the First Amendment’s right of free speech. 
Naming the Fair Haven Post Office in honor of 
Matthew Lyon would be a fitting tribute to him 
and his fight for liberty, and would serve as a 
reminder of Fair Haven’s connection to this 
great American patriot. I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues on the House Govern-
ment Reform Committee to move this bill 
through committee and onto the House Floor. 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF FINANCIAL LITERACY 
MONTH 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RUBÉN HINOJOSA 
OF 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 15, 2006 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, personal fi-
nancial literacy is essential to ensure that indi-
viduals are prepared to manage money, credit, 
and debt, and become responsible workers, 
heads of households, investors, entre-
preneurs, business leaders, and citizens. Fi-
nancial literacy has been linked to lower delin-
quency rates for mortgage borrowers, higher 
participation and contribution rates in retire-
ment plans, improved spending and saving 
habits, higher net worth, and positive knowl-
edge, attitude, and behavior changes. Expand-
ing access to the mainstream financial system 
provides individuals with lower-cost and safer 
options for managing finances and building 
wealth and is likely to lead to increased eco-
nomic activity and growth. 

A March 2005 GAG report entitled Credit 
Reporting Literacy found that educational ef-
forts could potentially increase consumers’ un-
derstanding of the credit reporting process and 
those efforts should target those areas in 
which consumers’ knowledge was weakest 
and those subpopulations that did not score 
as well on GAG’s survey, including those with 
less education, lower incomes, and less expe-
rience obtaining credit. Public, consumer, 
community-based, and private sector organi-
zations throughout the United States are work-
ing to increase financial literacy rates for 
Americans of all ages and walks of life 
through a range of outreach efforts, including 
media campaigns, websites, and one-on-one 
counseling for individuals. In February 2005, 
Congresswoman JUDY BIGGERT (R–IL) and I 
co-founded, and currently co-chair, the Finan-
cial and Economic Literacy Caucus, FELC, to 
(1) provide a forum for interested Members of 
Congress to work in collaboration with the Fi-
nancial Literacy and Education Commission, 
(2) highlight public and private sector best 
practices, and (3) organize and promote finan-
cial literacy legislation, seminars, and events, 
such as Financial Literacy Month in April 2006 
and the annual Financial Literacy Day fair on 
April 25, 2006. The Caucus has been a suc-
cess. 

I would like to submit for the RECORD the 
following letters in support of a bill Congress-
woman BIGGERT and I co-sponsored and that 
passed the House: H. Res. 737, a bill Recog-
nizing the Goals and Ideals of Financial Lit-
eracy Month that falls in April of each year. 
The bill was reported to the House favorably 
by the Committee on Government Reform and 
passed the House on April 6, 2006 by a re-
corded vote of 423–1. The documents I am 
submitting today include letters of support for 
H. Res. 737 from the Federal Trade Commis-
sion and the National Association of Insurance 
Commissioners. I am also submitting for the 
RECORD three letters in support of Financial 
Literacy Month. They include a letter from the 
President, George W. Bush, Rick Perry, Gov-
ernor of the State of Texas, and the Southeast 
Regional Financial Education Center. 
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