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renovated facility which not only contains city
offices but also features the Rice Interpretive
Center, the J.D. Miller Recording Studio, and
the Ford Dealership Museum.

Crowley earned the title “Rice Capital of
America” by milling more rice annually than all
other rice-producing countries in the world
combined. Also, contributing to its title is the
large number of rice mills that line Mill Street.
The new building incorporates this heritage
with the Rice Interpretive Center, where visi-
tors can take a driving tour down the “rice
trail.”

At the celebration, Crowley Mayor Isabella
delaHoussaye gave the attendees a history of
the building and described the renovation and
restoration efforts. “This is Crowley pride at its
best. We should all be very proud of this ac-

complishment for our city,” said
delaHoussaye.
I ask my colleagues to join Mayor

delaHoussaye in applauding the citizens of
Crowley for constructing this great facility.
Construction of the new City Hall building will
be marked as a significant milestone in
Crowley’s long history.
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Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Community Alternatives
Kentucky, an exceptional organization in my
Congressional District that delivers commu-
nity-based supportive services to persons with
disabilities.

The noble mission of Community Alter-
natives Kentucky is to enhance the lives of the
individuals they serve by helping them be-
come active members of their communities
and realize their personal goals. They provide
a wide range of day-to-day residential and em-
ployment services to assist disabled individ-
uals with health needs, personal care, physical
and speech therapy, transportation, house-
keeping, recreation and other personal man-
agement services.

Community Alternatives of Kentucky advo-
cates self determination, civil rights, and com-
munity inclusion for people with special needs
and developmental disabilities. They play an
important role in local communities, promoting
an inclusive quality of life that allows all peo-
ple, regardless of personal challenges, to
reach their potential as happy and productive
members of society.

| applaud Community Alternatives Kentucky,
particularly their wonderful support staff, for all
that they do to assist disabled individuals and
their families. On behalf of so many in Ken-
tucky’s Second Congressional District, | would
like to express my profound appreciation for
their service and for the many contributions to
our communities from the people they serve.
Together, they are a true inspiration to us all.

It is my great privilege to recognize Commu-
nity Alternatives Kentucky today, before the
entire U.S. House of Representatives, for their
achievements as advocates for disabled citi-
zens. Their unique compassion and dedication
to the happiness and well-being of all people
make them outstanding citizens worthy of our
collective honor and respect.
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Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
| have had the pleasure during my years of
representing Southeastern Massachusetts to
work with Fernando Garcia. Fernando Garcia
is a leader in the business community of
Southeastern Massachusetts, and has been
particularly active in affairs of the large Por-
tuguese-American Community that contributes
so much to that part of the state and indeed
to the state as a whole. | had the pleasure a
few years ago of visiting the Azores in the
company of Mr. Garcia and the then Mayor
Fred Kalisz of the City of New Bedford, and |
have worked with Mr. Garcia on a number of
occasions since then on matters of particular
interest to the Portuguese-American Commu-
nities. At a time when we are talking about im-
migration, it is important to note that Mr. Gar-
cia, like so many others who have been such
important contributors to the life of South-
eastern Massachusetts, is an immigrant who
was born in the city of Sao Miguel, in the
Azores. | note that he knew no English when
he arrived here at the age of 11, and like the
overwhelming majority of immigrants, strove to
become proficient to the point where he is

now a significant community leader—in
English while of course retaining his facility in
Portuguese.

Mr. Speaker, the sort of civic activity that
Fernando Garcia exemplifies is a very impor-
tant asset and | was pleased to read the ex-
cellent article about him in the Fall River Her-
ald News, appropriately in the Business sec-
tion since as the owner of Fall River Ford he
is a significant leader in that segment of the
life of his community.

Mr. Speaker, as an example of the impor-
tant positive contribution made by immigration
to this country, | ask that the article from the
Fall River Herald News about Fernando Gar-
cia be printed here.

[From the Herald News, Apr. 14, 2006]
A FALL RIVER PRINCE
(By Kathleen Durand)

Fernando Garcia said it’s easy to be a good
corporate citizen in a wonderful environ-
ment and community like Fall River.

The owner of Fall River Ford, Garcia will
be recognized by the Prince Henry Society
tonight for his many acts of charity and
service to the community. The Fall River
chapter as its Portuguese-American of the
year. Similar honors will be bestowed on
Thomas Alves, a plumber, by the New Bed-
ford chapter, and Joseph de Melo, an attor-
ney, by the Taunton chapter. The three will
receive their awards at a dinner at the Cen-
tury House in Acushnet.

Garcia said the Prince Henry Society is
made up of people of Portuguese heritage, in-
cluding both immigrants and native-born
Americans. The primary function of the soci-
ety is to promote education, he said, and it
has given hundreds of scholarships worth
thousands of dollars to deserving students.

A member of the Fall River chapter, Gar-
cia said he was totally surprised to learn it
has named him Portuguese-American of the
yvear. ‘“‘Every member of the chapter is de-
serving of the award. It’s a small chapter but
it gives constantly,” he said. “‘It’s the first
chapter that has women members who have
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added to the vision of the society and made
it better by their input and views.”

Garcia came to New Bedford from Sao
Miguel, Azores, in 1957 at age 11. He said he
knew no English. “One of the things I've
tried to do over the years is to never forget
the hardships and sacrifices immigrants
must make,” he said. ‘“We try to instill that
in others and make their journey easier by
avoiding the pitfalls we had.”

The New Bedford schools had no bilingual
program at that time, so Garcia learned
English at Our Lady of Mount Carmal
School. After four years there he said he was
able to navigate through the public schools.
He went on to the University of Massachu-
setts Dartmouth, where he was president of
his class as a sophomore and a junior. He
majored in business and foreign languages
and his class, the Class of 1969, was the first
to graduate from the Dartmouth campus.

“Then it was out into the business world,
and I haven’t stopped since,”” he said.

In October 1998 he said he saw a great busi-
ness opportunity in Fall River. Ford Auto-
motive Co. was about to close a dealership
due to prior failures. Garcia said with proper
management and dedicated employees, he
was able to restructure it so that it now
ranks in the top 10 Ford dealerships in New
England, employs about 100 people and gen-
erates annual sales of more than $75 million.

“I’'m delighted with the growth I’ve been in
the 7% years I've been here,” Garcia said.
“There are so many good people. I find it im-
possible to say no to worthy causes.”

In business and in life, Garcia said he be-
lieves in integrity, character and in always
keeping his word.

Garcia said Fall River Ford is most grate-
ful for the courtesy and patronage of the
community.

“I am very proud to be Portuguese,”” he
said. ‘‘On the day I received my citizenship
papers I was as equally proud to be a Por-
tuguese-American.”’

Garcia is involved in numerous activities
aimed at improving the quality of life in this
region. He is chairman of the Executive
Business Council at Charlton Memorial Hos-
pital, a member of the board of the Presi-
dent’s Council at the hospital, a member of
the board of the local chapter of the Amer-
ican Heart Association, a member of the
community advisor board of the Diabetes As-
sociation and a board member of the devel-
opment council for HealthFirst Family Care
Center.

Before he bought Fall River Ford, Garcia
was a national sales manager for Rusty
Jones, an automotive appearance mainte-
nance program. He than founded All-Neads
Insurance of New Bedford. When he bought
Fall River Ford, he gave his co-workers at
All-Neads the opportunity to buy the busi-
ness. Without them, he said, the business
would not have achieved the success it did.

————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT
JEFFREY A. STONE
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Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Sergeant Jeffrey A. Stone in recognition
of his heroic act performed at the Bureau of
Reclamation’s Hoover Dam resulting in the
saving of a life and to commend him for re-
ceiving the U.S. Department of the Interior
Valor Award.

On October 14, 2005, Sergeant Stone dis-
played outstanding dedication and commit-
ment to the Hoover Dam Police Department




		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-19T10:42:33-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




