May 4, 2006

A resolution (S. Res. 466) designating May
20, 2006, as ‘‘Negro Leaguers Recognition
Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I, along with Senators TALENT
and DEWINE, have proudly introduced a
resolution recognizing May 20, 2006, as
‘““Negro Leaguers Recognition Day.”

Since 1885, long before Major League
Baseball was integrated in 1947, African
Americans were organizing their own
professional leagues. These leagues did
not succeed because of racial prejudice
and lack of adequate financial backing.
However, this changed dramatically
with the inception of the first success-
ful Negro league. On May 20, 1920, the
Negro National League played its first
game. Its creation was the result of the
efforts of an African American player
and manager named Andrew ‘‘Rube”
Foster. Mr. Foster’s success inspired
the formation of other leagues.

As a result, on October 3, 1924, the
first Negro League World Series game
was played between the Kansas City
Monarchs of the Negro National
League and Hilldale of Philadelphia of
the Eastern Colored League. This his-
toric and exhaustive first series lasted
ten games, covered a span of almost
three weeks, and was played in four dif-
ferent cities. In the end, Kansas City
claimed the championship.

But the lasting legacy of the Negro
leagues, as the six separate leagues be-
tween 1920 and 1960 are collectively
known, are the tremendous baseball
players they produced. Some of the
names we know and some we don’t.
Among them is Jackie Robinson, the
first African American to break the
baseball color barrier; Leroy ‘‘Satchel”
Paige, who was considered one of the
greatest pitchers of all time; Josh Gib-
son, who was a prolific home-run hit-
ter; Larry Doby, the first African
American to play in the American
League in July 1947; and John Jordan
“Buck” O’Neil, who was the first Afri-
can American coach in the Major
Leagues and who is now head of the
Negro Leagues Baseball Museum.

It is important that we remember
and honor these players. In breaking
down the baseball color barrier, these
pioneers dealt a blow to hatred and
prejudice across America. Today, we
can honor them by declaring May 20,
2006 as, ‘“‘Negro Leaguers Recognition
Day.”

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating thereto be printed in
the RECORD without intervening action
or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

466) was
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S. RES. 466

Whereas even though African Americans
were excluded from playing in the major
leagues of their time with their white coun-
terparts, the desire of many African Ameri-
cans to play baseball could not be repressed;

Whereas Major League Baseball did not
fully integrate its league until July 1959;

Whereas African Americans began orga-
nizing their own professional baseball teams
in 1885;

Whereas the skills and abilities of Negro
League players eventually made Major
League Baseball realize the need to integrate
the sport;

Whereas six separate baseball leagues,
known collectively as the ‘‘Negro Baseball
Leagues’”’, were organized by African Ameri-
cans between 1920 and 1960;

Whereas the Negro Baseball Leagues in-
cluded exceptionally talented players who
played the game at its highest level;

Whereas on May 20, 1920, the Negro Na-
tional League, the first successful Negro
League, played its first game;

Whereas Andrew ‘‘Rube’ Foster, on Feb-
ruary 13, 1920, at the Paseo YMCA in Kansas
City, Missouri, founded the Negro National
League and also managed and played for the
Chicago American Giants, and later was in-
ducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame;

Whereas Leroy ‘‘Satchel” Paige, who
began his long career in the Negro Leagues
and did not make his Major League debut
until the age of 42, is considered one of the
greatest pitchers the game has ever seen,
and during his long career thrilled millions
of baseball fans with his skill and legendary
showboating, and was later inducted into the
Baseball Hall of Fame;

Whereas Josh Gibson, who was the greatest
slugger of the Negro Leagues, tragically died
months before the integration of baseball,
and was later inducted into the Baseball Hall
of Fame;

Whereas Jackie Robinson, whose career
began with the Negro League Kansas City
Monarchs, became the first African Amer-
ican to play in the Major Leagues in April
1947, was named Major League Baseball
Rookie of the Year in 1947, subsequently led
the Brooklyn Dodgers to 6 National League
pennants and a World Series championship,
and was later inducted into the Baseball Hall
of Fame;

Whereas Larry Doby, whose career began
with the Negro League Newark Eagles, be-
came the first African American to play in
the American League in July 1947, was an
All-Star 9 times in Negro League and Major
League Baseball, and was later inducted into
the Baseball Hall of Fame;

Whereas John Jordan ‘‘Buck’ O’Neil was a
player and manager of the Negro League
Kansas City Monarchs, became the first Afri-
can American coach in the Major Leagues
with the Chicago Cubs in 1962, served on the
Veterans Committee of the National Base-
ball Hall of Fame, chairs the Negro Leagues
Baseball Museum Board of Directors, and has
worked tirelessly to promote the history of
the Negro Leagues; and

Whereas by achieving success on the base-
ball field, African American baseball players
helped break down color barriers and inte-
grate African Americans into all aspects of
society in the United States: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates May 20, 2006, as
Leaguers Recognition Day’’; and

(2) recognizes the teams and players of the
Negro Baseball Leagues for their achieve-
ments, dedication, sacrifices, and contribu-
tions to both baseball and our Nation.

‘““Negro

S4091

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTION OF
CHIEF JUSTICE REHNQUIST

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
the Senate proceed to the immediate
consideration of H. J. Res. 83 which was
received from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 83) to memori-
alize and honor the contribution of Chief
Justice William H. Rehnquist.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the joint resolu-
tion.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am
pleased to support passage of H.J. Res.
83, which authorizes funds for a bust to
be placed in the Supreme Court hon-
oring the late Chief Justice Rehnquist.
Chief Justice Rehnquist served admi-
rably on the country’s highest court
for 33 years—19 as Chief Justice. It is
appropriate that we honor his service
as we have the other Chief Justices
with a bust in the Supreme Court
building.

I was privileged to have known the
Chief Justice for many years and to
have had the pleasure of serving with
him on the Smithsonian Board of Re-
gents. We also shared a love for the
beautiful land and the independent peo-
ple of Vermont—a place that served as
a special refuge for the Chief Justice
and his family over the years. His cour-
age and commitment were without
question, particularly recently when he
attended the last inauguration and
continued work to the end.

It would also be fitting in my view to
honor other important figures in the
Supreme Court’s history. Justices San-
dra Day O’Connor and Thurgood Mar-
shall broke barriers and became the
first woman and first African American
justices on the Supreme Court in our
Nation’s long history. Both are role
models not only for women and African
Americans who will follow them on the
Supreme Court, but for judges every-
where and all Americans. It would be
appropriate to honor their significant
accomplishments and contributions to
the law, to the Supreme Court and to
the country by including them among
those honored at the Supreme Court
building.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the joint resolution
be read a third time and passed, the
preamble be agreed to, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, and
any statements related to the resolu-
tion be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The joint resolution (H.J. Res. 83)
was read the third time and passed.

The preamble was agreed to.



S4092

AUTHORIZING USE OF CAPITOL
GROUNDS FOR SPECIAL OLYM-
PICS LAW ENFORCEMENT TORCH
RUN

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
that Senate proceed to the immediate
consideration of H. Con. Res. 359 which
was received from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 359)
authorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds
for the District of Columbia Special Olym-
pics Law Enforcement Torch Run.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
the concurrent resolution be agreed to,
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table, and any statements related
to the resolution be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 359) was agreed to.

———
ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, MAY 5, 2006
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand in adjournment until 9:30 a.m.,
Friday, May 5. I further ask that fol-
lowing the prayer and pledge, the
morning hour be deemed expired, and
the Journal of proceedings be approved
to date, the time for the two leaders be
reserved, and there then be a period of
morning business with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PROGRAM

Mr. FRIST. Tomorrow, the Senate
will continue to discuss medical liabil-
ity and small business health plans.
Tomorrow, it will be necessary to file
cloture motions on the motions to pro-
ceed to these bills. Senators can expect
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two votes Monday afternoon at ap-
proximately 5:15. These votes will be
cloture votes to proceed to the two
medical liability bills. If cloture is not
invoked on these bills, we will have a
cloture vote on Tuesday morning on
the motion to proceed to the small
business health plans bill.

I am pleased we will be addressing
these health care issues which, if we
enact this legislation, both the medical
liability and the small business health
plans, will diminish the cost of health
care to everyone who is listening, to
my colleagues and others Ilistening
across America. There is no question
about it, the cost of health care will go
down.

Secondly, it will improve access to
health care. Right now, it is crazy. It is
absurd that expectant mothers have to
worry about whether they are going to
have an obstetrician to deliver their
child or there are people who have to
worry about, if they are in a trauma
accident, whether there is going to be
somebody at the hospital who can give
them the immediate treatment, ther-
apy that can be curative at the time
they arrive. But that is the reality.
That is where we are today.

If we come together, put partisanship
aside and address these bills on prin-
ciple, then we can do a lot for the
American people in terms of affordable
health care, assuring access to health
care, and raising the quality of health
care.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that
the Senate stand in adjournment under
the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:32 p.m., adjourned until Friday,
May 5, 2006, at 9:30 a.m.

—————

NOMINATIONS
Executive nominations received by
the Senate May 4, 2006:
THE JUDICIARY

JEROME A. HOLMES, OF OKLAHOMA, TO BE UNITED
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE TENTH CIRCUIT, VICE
STEPHANIE K. SEYMOUR, RETIRED.

May 4, 2006

VALERIE L. BAKER, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT
OF CALIFORNIA, VICE CONSUELO B. MARSHALL, RE-
TIRED.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

CHARLES P. ROSENBERG, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIR-
GINIA FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE PAUL J.
MCNULTY, RESIGNED.

IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be lieutenant general

MAJ. GEN. ROBERT J. ELDER, JR., 0000

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be lieutenant general
LT. GEN. DAVID A. DEPTULA, 0000

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be lieutenant general
LT. GEN. VICTOR E. RENUART, JR., 0000
IN THE NAVY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be admiral
VICE ADM. JAMES G. STAVRIDIS, 0000

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate Thursday, May 4, 2006:
THE JUDICIARY

BRIAN M. COGAN, OF NEW YORK, TO BE UNITED STATES
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW
YORK.

THOMAS M. GOLDEN, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN
DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANTIA.

WITHDRAWAL

Executive Message transmitted by
the President to the Senate on May 4,
2006 withdrawing from further Senate
consideration the following nomina-
tion:

JEROME A. HOLMES, OF OKLAHOMA, TO BE UNITED
STATE DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT

OF OKLAHOMA, WHICH WAS SENT TO THE SENATE ON
FEBRUARY 14, 2006.
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