
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2187 May 9, 2006 
troops’ efforts in the global war on ter-
rorism and rebuilding communities 
throughout the gulf coast, Majority 
Leader BOEHNER is leading House Re-
publicans to rein in the Federal budget 
and spend taxpayer dollars wisely. 

As the budget process continues, I 
am confident that Majority Leader 
BOEHNER will continue to define the 
difference between irresponsible wishes 
and American emergencies. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September 11. 

f 

DARFUR PEACE AGREEMENT 

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
welcome the news of the signing of the 
Darfur peace agreement. It is impor-
tant to recognize the hard work that 
our international partners and the ad-
ministration have done on this issue. 
Specifically, President Bush has done 
an outstanding job, as have Secretary 
Rice, Deputy Secretary Zoellick and 
Roger Winter; and there should be spe-
cial gratitude expressed to Secretary 
Zoellick who went out there and spent 
5 days to bring this to fruition. 

Their efforts have moved the parties 
to an agreement, and the United States 
now must remain steadfast in this ef-
fort. It is my hope this agreement will 
be a stepping stone toward achieving 
lasting peace and security for the peo-
ple of Darfur. 

The international community and 
the American people now have an op-
portunity to take meaningful steps to 
improve the lives of the people of 
Darfur. 

Most of the food in Darfur where I 
visited is coming from the United 
States Government and from the 
American people as a result of what 
the Bush administration has done. 
However, we must remember that 
women and children are still dying in 
the camps. Men are still being killed, 
and the genocide is still taking place. 
We must build on that momentum. 

But the efforts of the administration 
are to be commended. And although 
the road ahead is long, this administra-
tion and Bob Zoellick have done an 
outstanding job. And the people who 
rallied on the Mall last week ought to 
be congratulated, too. 

f 

STAR-SPANGLED BANNER SUNG IN 
ENGLISH 

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, Ameri-
cans hail from many different back-
grounds, but we are united by our free-
doms, our democratic government, and 
our language. It goes without saying 
that the Star-Spangled Banner should 
be sung in English. This Spanish-lan-
guage anthem is nothing but a cynical 

attempt to divide our country during 
the debate on this most vigorous and 
divisive issue of immigration and ille-
gal immigration. 

It will not distract from the critical 
tasks at hand, securing our borders. I 
am committed to enforcing our immi-
gration laws and effectively reforming 
our immigration system without pro-
viding amnesty, and I believe that all 
of our colleagues should join in cospon-
soring the legislation offered by our 
colleague from Kansas (Mr. RYUN) H. 
Res. 793, which will underscore the fact 
that the Star Spangled Banner should 
be sung in English. 

f 
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URGING A CONFERENCE ON 
CHILDREN’S SAFETY ACT 

(Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to 
address the House for 1 minute and to 
revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, despite the fact of 
having a bit of laryngitis, I rise today 
on a very important issue. I want to 
commend the Senate for passing Sen-
ate 1086, the Sex Offender Registration 
and Notification Act. 

Now that the Senate has joined the 
House in passing legislation to protect 
our children, I urge the appointment of 
a conference committee so that we can 
see this actually enacted into law this 
year. 

Nine-year-old Jessica Lunsford lost 
her life at the hands of a convicted sex 
offender more than a year ago. This 
monster assaulted her, buried her in a 
plastic garbage bag, and killed her just 
across the street from her home and 
her family. 

We cannot let one more minute go by 
without closing the loophole in the law 
that her tragic death revealed. I can’t 
go back to my district and tell 
Jessica’s father that Congress’s sched-
ule was too busy and that we will pass 
something into law next year. The 
time to act is now. 

f 

MEDICARE PART D 

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, this 
Sunday is Mother’s Day. I know there 
must be people out there, who, like me, 
are looking for a last minute gift for 
their mothers, and I have a great sug-
gestion. 

If your mother or father, and Fa-
ther’s Day is coming up soon too, if ei-
ther of them is a senior, you can give 
them the gift of health by helping 
them enroll in a Medicare prescription 
drug plan. 

The initial enrollment period for 
Medicare part D ends next Monday, 
May 15, the day after Mother’s Day. 
That means seniors have less than a 
week remaining to enroll in a plan and 
be guaranteed the lowest premiums 
and the most savings. 

Already, more than 30 million seniors 
have enrolled, and those seniors are 
saving an average of $1,100 a year on 
their medications. A recent survey 
showed that 90 percent of seniors say 
their plan is convenient to use, and 85 
percent say their plan is affordable and 
covers the medicines that they need. 

As a physician, I know if seniors 
can’t afford their medication, they will 
go without to the detriment of their 
health. 

After years of promises, Mr. Speaker, 
President Bush and this Republican 
Congress have finally delivered on pre-
scription drug coverage under Medi-
care. Now, in this final week, I encour-
age all seniors to sign up and start sav-
ing. 

f 

RESPECT FOR AMERICA’S FALLEN 
HEROES ACT 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to draw to the attention of 
the House H.R. 5037. This is the Respect 
For America’s Fallen Heroes Act, and I 
would like to encourage each Member 
of this body to join me and my col-
leagues in this act. What it is going to 
do is to put in place criteria that will 
prohibit a person from carrying out 
demonstrations at the funeral of one of 
our fallen heroes. 

We are going to have a press con-
ference, Mr. Speaker, at 2:30 today to 
talk more about this, and I want to 
commend my colleagues, Representa-
tive ROGERS from Michigan, our Vet-
erans Affairs’ Committee Chairman, 
Mr. BUYER of Indiana, Mr. CHABOT of 
Ohio, Mr. WILSON of South Carolina, 
Mr. CARTER of Texas, and Mr. GARRETT 
of New Jersey for joining with me on 
this piece of legislation and for joining 
to honor the members of the Patriot 
Guard Riders, who stand with our fami-
lies to honor our fallen heroes. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM HON. 
NANCY PELOSI, DEMOCRATIC 
LEADER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from NANCY PELOSI, Demo-
cratic Leader: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
OFFICE OF THE DEMOCRATIC LEADER, 

Washington, DC, May 9, 2006. 
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker, United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to clause 
5(a)(4)(A) of rule X of the Rules of the House 
of Representatives, I designate the following 
Members to be available for service on an in-
vestigative subcommittee of the Committee 
on Standards of Official Conduct: Mr. Becer-
ra of California, Mr. Capuano of Massachu-
setts, Mr. Chandler of Kentucky, Mr. 
Delahunt of Massachusetts, Mr. Schiff of 
California, Mr. Scott of Virginia, Ms. Solis of 
California, Mr. Stupak of Michigan, Ms. 
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