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Byron Nelson Championship has raised
over $88 million for the Salesmanship
Club of Dallas since 1968, and I believe
with the ticket sales this year are
going to be very close to the $100 mil-
lion mark.

So why is Byron Nelson the only
golfer to have a tournament named
after him? Because Mr. Nelson rep-
resents the adage, ‘‘sportsmanship then
victory.” He understood that helping
others was the only way to true victory
in life.

Mr. Speaker, we lost my mother a
couple of years ago; but in her library
I found a book, a book that Mr. Nelson
wrote and published in 1995. In it he de-
scribes many different facets and phi-
losophies that have influenced him
over the years, and I would like to take
a moment to highlight a passage that I
believe depicts the true character of
Byron Nelson, a character that is in-
fused with his kindness, generosity and
his humility. He borrows a philosophy
from his days playing golf and applies
it to life.

Under the chapter called ‘‘Sports-
manship’” from the golf tournament in
1941 says: ‘‘Perhaps more than any
other sport, golf remains a game of eti-
quette and sportsmanship. Golfers are
expected to abide by a traditional set
of rules and that sometimes means ei-
ther accepting a strange ruling that
works against you or calling a penalty
on yourself, even when no one else has
witnessed the indiscretion. That’s why
they say golf is truly a game of char-
acter.”

Byron understands that it is not
what people see you do that truly mat-
ters, but that you know your worth
and you have done what you can do to
help others in this world. You are
worth what you give back to the world.

Most Members of Congress come here
not to be show horses, but to make a
difference in society. Byron was not a
leader in humanitarian causes that
raised millions for families for the
glory. Far from it. He shied away from
acknowledgment of his work; but I be-
lieve, and so do over 300 Members of
this House, that the time has come to
recognize the true giving nature of
Byron Nelson by nominating him for
the Congressional Gold Medal.

This generous man has been giving
back to America for over 90 years; and
in recognition of these efforts, I am
honored to bring forth H.R. 4902, to
award Byron Nelson, my constituent,
the Congressional Gold Medal.

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to add that
not only did he touch the lives of many
individuals, as I stated before as a posi-
tive role model, but he gave of himself
and he gave of himself to the commu-
nity; and that is important when some-
one plays the game with integrity and
character that sets positive examples
for many of our youth. And if you look
at Byron Nelson’s contribution on the
golf course and off the golf course, he
truly is an example that all of us
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should follow. His integrity and his leg-
acy will live forever. I urge everyone to
support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from California. Mr. Speaker, I have a
good friend in Flagstaff, Arizona, a guy
named Joe Galli who is a terrific golfer
himself and he was kind enough just to
inform me that my neighbor in Flag-
staff is PGA pro Ted Purdy. He was the
2005 Byron Nelson Classic champion
last year. He defends that title this
yvear. So from Flagstaff, Arizona, I
want to thank you for allowing me to
manage this bill today.

It is certainly exemplary of the fine
spirit, that generosity, that philan-
thropic endeavor that this gentleman
has given to our Nation. So I congratu-
late the Nelson family.

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of this legislation, authored by the
gentleman from Texas.

It's no secret that | enjoy the game of golf,
and it's no secret that | admire the achieve-
ments of the greats of the game, and Byron
Nelson certainly is one of those greats. In fact,
he’s something of a legend of the game.

Much noted for his unprecedented winning
streak in 1945, for his five victories at major
tournaments, and for his overall 54 career vic-
tories, it is not an overstatement to call Byron
Nelson one of the greatest players the game
has ever seen. He was twice named “Male
Athlete of the Year” by the Associated Press,
a feat only accomplished by one other golfer,
Tiger Woods. Additionally, Byron Nelson was
selected for the Ryder Cup four times, leading
the United States team as Captain to victory
over Great Britain in 1965.

He is also the only PGA professional golfer
to have a PGA tour named in his honor: the
EDS Byron Nelson Championship. The World
Golf Hall of Fame honored Byron Nelson in
2004 by featuring an exhibit entitled “Byron
Nelson: A Champion A Gentleman.”
Byron Nelson’s accomplishments as a profes-
sional golfer are as impressive as his golf
swing, and an inspiration to us all.

Just as impressive are his achievements off
the links. They already have been well-de-
tailed here, but suffice it to say that Byron Nel-
son is the perfect example of the unselfish
sports hero, the sort of hero that | and a lot
of others wish there were more of, in every
sport.

With that, Mr. Speaker, let me just say that
| support this legislation, and that | urge its im-
mediate passage.

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor a man who is a living leg-
end to golf, Byron Nelson.

Throughout his career, this Native Texan
has exhibited sportsmanship and a competi-
tive drive unparalleled by most athletes.

In 1945, Byron Nelson achieved 11 simulta-
neous wins—a record that stands today.

He has won the Masters twice, the U.S.
Open and the PGA Championship. He was
also the first winner of the Shell Houston
Open in 1946.

He has been named “Male Athlete of the
Year” twice by the Associate Press, and led
the U.S. to defeat Great Britain to win the
Ryder Cup in 1965.
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While these accomplishments are impres-
sive, Byron Nelson is also known as a great
philanthropist.

The Byron Nelson golf tournament has
raised well over $88 million to provide edu-
cational and mental health services to thou-
sands of children and their families.

In addition, he has been involved as an
honorary chairperson of Meals on Wheels for
the Dallas Metroplex area.

| believe Byron Nelson exhibits the qualities
worthy of a Congressional Gold Medal.

His accomplishments on the golf course are
impressive, but his commitment to improving
and helping his community over several dec-
ades speaks to his character.

| urge my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion and grant Byron Nelson the Congres-
sional Gold Medal.

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
RENZI) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4902.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks on H.R. 4902 and
H.R. 4912 and to insert extraneous ma-
terial thereon.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

CONGRATULATING  CHRIS CAR-
PENTER ON BEING NAMED THE
CY YOUNG AWARD WINNER FOR
THE NATIONAL LEAGUE FOR
THE 2005 MAJOR LEAGUE BASE-
BALL SEASON

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution (H. Res.
627) congratulating Chris Carpenter on
being named the Cy Young Award win-
ner for the National League for the 2005
Major League Baseball season.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. Res. 627

Whereas Chris Carpenter of the St. Louis
Cardinals was named the Cy Young Award
winner for being the best pitcher in the Na-
tional League during the 20056 Major League
Baseball season;

Whereas during the 2005 season Chris Car-
penter posted a record of 21 wins and 5 losses
and an outstanding winning percentage of
.808;

Whereas in 2005 Chris Carpenter had an
earned run average of 2.83, one of the best in
Major League Baseball; and

Whereas Chris Carpenter has demonstrated
an outstanding ability to overcome injury
and adversity and won the Player’s Choice
National League Comeback Player of the
Year award in 2004: Now, therefore, be it
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