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NOMINATION DISCHARGED

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, as in exec-
utive session, I ask unanimous consent
that the nomination of George McDade
Staples, PN 1361, be discharged from
the Foreign Relations Committee and
placed on the calendar.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MAY 11,
2005

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, when the
Senate completes its business today, I
ask unanimous consent that it stand in
adjournment until 9:30 a.m. on Thurs-
day, May 11. I further ask that, fol-
lowing the prayer and pledge, the
morning hour be deemed to have ex-
pired, the Journal of proceedings be ap-
proved to date, the time for the two
leaders be reserved, and the Senate
proceed to the conference report to ac-
company H.R. 4297, the Tax Relief Ex-
tension Reconciliation Act, as under
the previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PROGRAM

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, tomorrow
we will turn to the tax reconciliation
conference report under the agreement
reached. There will be a maximum of 8
hours of debate prior to a vote on the
conference report. I filed cloture on the
pending substitute amendment to S.
1955, the small business health plan
bill. That vote will occur following the
tax relief act vote and sometime before
closing remarks.

———

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that
the Senate stand in adjournment under
the previous order.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask the
majority leader if he would give me the
option to make a closing statement,
and that the Senate adjourn after that
option is given.

Mr. FRIST. I have no objection to
that.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Illinois is recog-
nized.

————

HEALTH CARE

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, what we
have just seen happen is not surprising,
but it is disappointing. Health Care
Week has come to an end in the Senate
on Wednesday evening. We have de-
cided we don’t have the time, interest,
or inclination to take up other issues.
It is a take-it-or-leave-it situation. If
we do not accept the Enzi bill, S. 1955,
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now pending, nothing will be done on
health care in the Senate.

It is no wonder to me the American
people are cynical about this process.
There are so many things we need to
do. We are 5 days away from the dead-
line on Medicare prescription Part D.
My best estimate is 50 percent of the
people we had hoped would enroll have
not done it. They are going to be penal-
ized on May 15 up to 7 percent a year
on their premium costs for the rest of
their life. We have asked for an exten-
sion of time so they can make a choice.
We have asked for an extension of time
so seniors who have chosen the wrong
plan can choose another plan without
penalty. Those are not unreasonable.
We ask for extensions for people who
file income tax without questions
asked. To give an extension to an el-
derly person struggling with 45 dif-
ferent choices for the right prescrip-
tion drug program is not unreasonable.
It would be compassionate. It is the de-
cision of the Senate Republican leader-
ship that we don’t have the time or in-
clination to take up that issue.

I just asked the majority Ileader:
What about stem cell research? Last
July, he pledged support for stem cell
research. The writing is on the wall:
Another year will go by, and this Sen-
ate will not go on record on stem cell
research.

While millions of Americans and
their families are suffering from dis-
eases that could be directly impacted
by this research, the Senate doesn’t
have the time or the inclination to
take up this issue. Is it any wonder
that people are angry with the Con-
gress as it is presently being con-
ducted? Is it any wonder people are
calling for significant change, not only
in the direction of this country but in
the policies we follow on Capitol Hill?
We are going to break our necks to
bring up a tax bill before we leave this
week to give tax benefits and tax cuts
to the wealthiest people in America.
We have to get that done, but we don’t
have time to bring up stem cell re-
search which could give hope and
promise for cures and relief to millions
of American families?

Where are our priorities? The prior-
ities of this Republican-led Congress
are priorities that do not reflect where
America is today. The motions we have
just heard do not reflect that. To sug-
gest that we don’t have time, for exam-
ple, to even consider the reimportation
of drugs so that people struggling with
fixed incomes can afford the drugs they
need to stay independent, be strong,
stay alive—we don’t have time for
that. No, we have to get on to a tax
cut—a tax cut. Let me tell you what
the tax cut is.

The tax cut which the Republicans
want to force through here before we
leave this week—we have to break all
records to make sure we get this
done—is a tax cut that will mean for
people making less than $75,000 a year
about on average $100 in tax relief. The
good old $100 check is coming back at
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you, America, if you make less than
$75,000 a year; that is your tax cut; be
prepared, party on. But if you happen
to be making $1 million a year, well,
that is another story. This Republican
tax cut, which they just have to have,
means about $42,000 less in taxes paid
by someone making $1 million a year.

No time for drugs imported from
Canada for people on fixed incomes
who can’t afford what they need to
stay alive, no time for stem cell re-
search for the millions of families
counting on us to push forward on med-
ical research to find cures and relief,
no time to deal with Medicare prescrip-
tion Part D when 7 or 8 million Ameri-
cans, senior citizens, are about to face
penalties in 5 days, no time for that,
but plenty of time for tax cuts. It tells
the story. No wonder the people across
this country and even 30 of the Repub-
licans are saying it is time for a change
on Capitol Hill. It is time for new lead-
ership, new direction, and new values.
If this is the best we can do, to come up
with a tax cut for the wealthiest people
in America and ignore the real needs of
small business and the elderly, to ig-
nore the real needs of those who are
fighting for medical research to give
them hope to live another day, it is a
sad outcome.

I started this day by praising Senator
ENzI and I will end it by doing the
same. I respect him. I admire him. He
brought an issue to the floor that is a
tough one—health care in America.
And this debate is long overdue. We
have been waiting a long time to ad-
dress an issue that troubles families
and businesses across this Nation. I
thank Senator ENZI for his leadership
in bringing this to the floor. But I have
to tell you, what has happened today
procedurally on the floor gives no cred-
it to that effort by Senator ENzI. Shut-
ting down amendments, not even giv-
ing us a moment to raise these impor-
tant issues, even with limited time and
limited debate, is unfair. And what a
contrast. What a contrast to the immi-
gration bill where the Senator from
Tennessee, the Republican majority
leader, has argued that we need every
possible amendment to be considered
before it comes to a conclusion. Wide
open; let everybody bring what they
want, whether they are for the bill or
against it. But when it comes to health
care, when it comes to what counts,
this man, who has made medicine his
profession and his life before he came
to the Senate, does not give us an op-
portunity to go into the issues that are
so important to people across America.
It is a sad outcome for America, it is a
sad outcome for the Senate. This Sen-
ate appears to be not only risk averse
but work averse, and that is a shame.
It is time for a change.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until 9:30 a.m. tomorrow.
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