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So the motion to adjourn was re-
jected. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

Stated against: 
Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, on roll-

call No. 138 I was unavoidably detained. Had 
I been present, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, on roll-
call no. 138 I was unavoidably detained. Had 
I been present, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, on May 11, 2006, 
I was absent for the following procedural 
votes. Had I been present, I would have 
voted: 

Rollcall No. 137, on motion to adjourn, 
‘‘nay’’; 

Rollcall No. 138, on motion to adjourn, 
‘‘nay.’’ 

f 

PROVIDING FOR FURTHER CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 5122, NATIONAL 
DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2007 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair would remind Members that Mr. 
COLE of Oklahoma has 24 minutes re-
maining and Ms. SLAUGHTER of New 
York has 28 minutes remaining. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, every day the thou-
sands of men and women who are based 
in the United States and elsewhere pro-
tect our borders, defend our national 
security, and ensure our peace of mind. 
Many of them have been deployed 
around the world, to Iraq and else-
where. They have performed their du-
ties with honor and I want them to 
know that we have the highest regard 
and respect for them. 
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The men and women of our Armed 
Forces have entered into a sacred cov-
enant with this Nation. They have 
pledged to place their lives on the line 
for us, and in return, we have promised 
to give them the tools they need to ful-
fill their promise and the respect wor-
thy of someone willing to make the ul-
timate sacrifice for this country. 

The underlying legislation for this 
rule represents the embodiment of our 
commitment to the troops, and while I 
know the overall bill enjoys bipartisan 
support, including mine, I must point 
out that this morning I believe the 
leadership of this body has betrayed 
that covenant. 

It seems that just 1 week after pass-
ing a so-called reform bill with no 
teeth, the majority is back to their 
same old tricks, arrogantly preventing 
debate and consideration of critical 
measures that improve the bill and the 
lives of the people serving this Nation. 

They even prevented the distin-
guished ranking member of the Armed 
Services Committee, Mr. SKELTON, 
from offering an amendment to his own 
defense bill. The Skelton amendment 
would have prevented the copays for 
medication for our military and their 
families from going up, which they will 
if this bill is passed without the Skel-
ton amendment, but the Republican 
leadership refused to make it in order. 

For those Americans who are not fa-
miliar with the Rules Committee, and I 
expect that is most of them, and how it 
works, what that effectively means is 
that a select few in the Republican 
leadership have decided what the en-
tire Congress and the entire Nation and 
what the men and women in uniform 
will get. They decided that on their 
own, without even a vote on the House 
floor, without the debate and consider-
ation of this full body. 

Given the rhetoric we hear on this 
floor every day about the troops and 
how important they are, I feel com-
pelled to ask my friends in the major-
ity to justify how in less than 24 hours 
after they approved $70 billion in tax 
cuts for the wealthy, how they could 
refuse to allow us to even consider a 
measure to improve the health care of 
our troops and their families. We owe 
our troops more respect than this. 

It is for similar reasons that many of 
my Democratic colleagues and I are 
concerned with section 590 of this bill. 
The section removes a long-standing 
requirement in our military code that 
requires chaplains to exhibit a level of 
tolerance, compassion and under-
standing towards the religious diver-
sity of the soldiers to whom they ad-
minister counsel. Can you imagine 
that, Mr. Speaker? We are taking away 
the idea that they should serve with 
tolerance, compassion and under-
standing; it was too inflammatory. 

I should say, Mr. Speaker, that I am 
confident our chaplains have both the 
sense and the respect for their fellow 
soldiers to do this and to do it will-
ingly. But why would this majority 
lower that standard and expect any-
thing less from our chaplains, as they 
clearly do? 

We have soldiers of every faith and 
no faith fighting for us under the 
American flag. They all deserve our re-
spect, particularly in moments of great 
despair or need. Is this majority so ar-
rogant as to suggest that they should 
micromanage how a chaplain admin-
isters faith on a battlefield? I can 
think of few things more offensive or 
absurd. 

My friend, Mr. ISRAEL, offered an 
amendment to the bill that would have 
corrected the problem, restoring the 
requirement that all chaplains dem-
onstrate sensitivity, respect and toler-
ance, but Mr. ISRAEL’s amendment was 
tossed out the window, along with com-
mon sense on this issue. It has been 
forbidden by the leadership from even 
being considered on the floor today. 

As was an amendment from Rep-
resentatives TIERNEY and LEACH which 
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