H2600

What unbelievable incompetence on
the part of this administration, in ad-
dition to law-breaking. The American
people are not well served by this. We
need to clean up this mess and truly
protect America.

———

NEWBORN SCREENING SAVES
LIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 31, 2006, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD) is rec-
ognized during morning hour debates
for 5 minutes.

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker,
this past Sunday was Mother’s Day.
Across our Nation, America’s mothers
were honored with cards, gifts, flowers
and phone calls. But for any mother,
the most precious gift of all is a strong
and healthy baby. Today, to help en-
sure that mothers receive that most
precious of gifts, I am introducing the
Newborn Screening Saves Lives Act of
2006.

Newborn screening is a public health
intervention that involves a simple
blood test used to identify many life-
threatening genetic illnesses before
any symptoms begin. Approximately
5,000 babies are born each year with de-
tectable and treatable disorders. Forty
years ago, these disorders would have
gone undetected until symptoms ap-
peared. As a result, these children un-
necessarily died or suffered lifelong
disabling consequences. Today, these
severe disorders, mostly inborn errors
of metabolism, can be detected in new-
born babies and treated in time to pre-
vent serious complications. But due to
the fact that a mnational newborn
screening law does not exist in this
country, there is great disparity and
variation from State to State in the
quality and number of newborn screen-
ing tests an infant may receive. Con-
sequently, each year approximately
2,000 infants are permanently disabled
or die from otherwise treatable dis-
orders. This bill could prevent these
tragedies and save millions of dollars
in health care costs to both families
and States.

The Newborn Screening Act of 2006
seeks to eliminate these unnecessary
deaths and severe disabilities by edu-
cating parents and health care profes-
sionals about the advisability of new-
born screening and improves the sys-
tem for follow-up care for infants de-
tected with an illness through the new-
born screening tests. The bill encour-
ages States to uniformly test for all
recommended disorders and provides
resources for States to expand and im-
prove their newborn screening pro-
grams. It also requires the CDC to en-
sure the quality of laboratories in-
volved in newborn screening and estab-
lishes a system for collecting and ana-
lyzing data that will help researchers
develop better detection, prevention
and treatment strategies.

Mr. Speaker, somewhere in our coun-
try today, there is a mother holding
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her newborn son or daughter totally
unaware that her seemingly healthy
baby is being attacked by a genetic dis-
ease because her State or birthing fa-
cility did not offer the one test that
could have provided her with this crit-
ical information. If she knew, she could
have begun the treatment needed to
protect her baby from permanent dis-
ability or death.

Mr. Speaker, we have the power to
help prevent this tragedy. By passing
the Newborn Screening Saves Lives
Act of 2006, we can ensure that parents
and health providers are Kknowledge-
able about newborn screening and that
babies receive the comprehensive and
consistent testing they need. It is a
challenge we simply cannot ignore.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
presenting a Mother’s Day gift to the 4
million women who give birth each
yvear by becoming cosponsors of the
Newborn Screening Saves Lives Act of
2006 and helping to pass it into law.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 41
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mrs. CAPITO) at 2 p.m.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Eternal God, You are forever faithful.

Our history reveals Your constant
protection and guidance of this Nation,
so we have placed all our trust in You.

As Your faithful people, we are al-
ways optimistic about the future be-
cause we rely not on human endeavor
alone, but upon Your promises. “I am
Your Lord God. I am with You.”

As Your people, we become a people
filled with promise. That does not
mean we expect to see everything ful-
filled according to our own timing. We
simply mull over the seed of promise in
our own hearts and plant Your prom-
ises in others.

With hope rooted in Your promises, O
Lord, we foster the growth of vision in
a world of neighbors and in the next
generation by what we say and how we
act. You alone fulfill every promise
and will recreate the face of the earth
now and forever. Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

May 16, 2006

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. KELLER)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KELLER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

NATIONAL GUARD TROOPS
BELONG ON THE BORDER

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to applaud President Bush’s deci-
sion to place additional National Guard
troops on the Mexican border. I re-
cently returned from a week long trip
to the Mexico-California border. And as
this photograph shows, I met with Na-
tional Guard troops who were con-
structing a border security fence in the
San Diego area.

President Bush’s decision has been
criticized from two sources.

First, some American politicians
have complained that National Guard
troops have no business being involved
with border security. Well, this photo-
graph clearly shows that National
Guard troops are already playing a key
role in helping to secure our borders.

Second, Mexico’s President Vicente
Fox complained about the U.S. possibly
militarizing our border. This is the
height of hypocrisy. Mexico was the
first one to put their military on their
southern border to stop illegals from
coming into Mexico from Guatemala.

The American people want less whin-
ing from the open borders crowd and
more action from the rest of us to se-
cure our borders. This is a step in the
right direction.

———
RECOGNIZING ELIZABETH STEPP

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, thousands of high
school students across America are
participating in Poetry Out Loud, a na-
tional competition which helps stu-
dents master public speaking skills and
learn about their literary heritage.

On April 8, Elizabeth Stepp proudly
represented Richland Northeast High
School in the 2006 National Endowment
for the Arts South Carolina Poetry Out
Loud State Competition. After per-
forming poetry before Poet Laureate
Marjory Wentworth and Kwame Dawes,
founder of the South Carolina Poetry
Initiative, Elizabeth was awarded the
South Carolina State Championship.

Tonight Elizabeth will represent
South Carolina in the Poetry Out Loud
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